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Scripture Lesson--01d Testament--Psalm 95:1-7

""Alleluia, For the Lord our God who holds all things
in his control has begun to reign." Revelation 19:6
(Barclay translation)

Whenever and wherever the followers of Jesus gather in assemblies
to join in worship, usually we affirm our faith by using a creed
which most of the time contains a reference to Almighty God. |In
Apostles' Creed we express it: '"| believe in God the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth." |f we use the Modern Affirmation, it is
expressed: ''We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, power,
and love, whose mercy is over all his works, and whose will is ever
directed to his children's good." Or, if we join together in the
Nicene Creed, we say: '"| believe in one God: the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible."

Our Hymns of Praise so frequently express a similar belief in God.
"Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord Almighty," or "| sing the almighty power of
God," or '"Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation' are
opening lines of familiar hymns in which we worshippers affirm our
basic beliefs about our Creator.

Whether it's a creed or our hymns we are voicing our big, brave,
grand and majestic affirmations about our inherited faith, and we use
words and phrases expressed by men and women of all ages. So often,
however, if we actually pause to reflect on ocur expressions, many
weculd recognize a yearning within us: we hopefully, wistfully, use
these statements and all the while long to believe what we say. Today
in this congregation there are so many who say, 'Yes, | participated
In the acts of worship employing these phrases, but |'ve a deep desire
to come to the place in my own faith that they actually mean for me
what they say.," We want to believe in an "Almighty God,'" but lcoking
around us, we find it rather difficult; or we want to believe that

His power is guiding the world, but that's rather hard to feel mocst
of the time,




.

OQur problem in this realm, | suppose, is not very unique. |In
fact, it probably is part of the credibility gap that exists all
about us; for whether we turn towards Washington or towards heaven,
it looks as if there are demolition squads at work as far as our
faith, or institutions, or personal relations are concerned. So many
things we once felt were secure, solid and enduring are now showing
signs of impermanence. For instance: look at the American Home.
Sociologists, as well as religionists, are raising numerous questions
about the stability of this great institution, for we see the crum-
bling effects. of standards of morality that society now accepts, and
which eat at the very foundations of this cherlshed part of our
experience. Purity is scoffed at; fidelity is questioned; discipline
of life is no longer followed; and selfishness, rather than love,
seems to have become paramount in too many homes. A demolition squad
has been at work,

When we look towards Washington, remembering our great heritage
as an American people, there is little to give us confidence or
courage. Censure of elected members; corruption of agencies and
departments; impersonal -and unconcerned officials - these serve only
to suggest to each one of us the variety of problems existing in our
National Capitol. Some of us still wonder if the General Services
Administration will ever finish its investigations of fraud that has
been estimated to be as high as 100 million dollars., Promises are
made by elected officials, many of whom we respect and admire, but it
is hard to fulfill so many of these because of circumstances beyond
the control of the individual. We want to have faith in our Govern-

ment, but demolition squads seem to be at work.

What we have experienced with reference to institutions and
government has also affected the Church and our beliefs., It would
be hard to find a denomination of Protestant worshippers in which
there has not been dissension expressed over some pronouncements and
proposals of boards and agencies, or over the actions of some of the
leaders. These tend to eat away at the foundations of organized
religion, causing many adherents to defect because the assurances so
many seek are not readily available. Demolition squads seem to be at
work in the field of our faith.

It's rather unlikely that we could expect the area of personal
relations to escape this experience, As the Minister in a large
parish, every week there will be several individuals who come to my
study. to share their experience of broken relationships, lost confi-
dence, disenchantment with 1ife, disappointments resulting from lost
ideals, and a variety of other faith-shattering events. So often |
hear the sentence: '"| don't know if | can ever believe in anything
or anybody, anymore."

| hope | have not been discouraging, but my experience has
taught me that in every congregation there are people who join in the
Hymns of Praise and our Affirmations of Faith who say the words, but
who are longing for something really to believe in - something to
hold on to.
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Recently, |'ve turned to read again the Book Revelation, and
this time | have chosen the translation by Dr. William Barclay,
Written during the reign of Domitian around the end of the first
century, this Book had many purposes, but one which brings me en-
couragement and hope is the note of faith, and triumph and courage
which comes out again and again. Visions and symbols have a unique
place in the Book, but | get a good example of what the writer was
saying in a variety of ways: Hold on to your faith, the world is not
going to pieces, and evil will not emerge victorious. Have faith,
for God is on His throne.

Thus, we come to the text for today: '"Alleluia, for the Lord
our God who holds all things in control has begun to reign."
Revelation 19:6 (Barclay). Here's something to believe in, and in
our present world it is most significant to me.

First of all, the writer of Revelation is saying someone is in
charge. This may not be easy to believe when we look aTl a50ut'us
and see so many things out of control. World hunger, natural diasters
such as floods and tornadoes, conflict in South America, tribal war
in Africa, the mid-east region of our world with all of its problems;
th: crash of airliners; and the problems of energy - to mention but
a few.

Recently | visited the construction site of the Triad Home in
Winston-Salem. We United Methodist are endeavoring to broaden our
Ministry to the Aged and are in the process of building two new homes
for the aging, as well as an intermediate Care Unit at our existing
Home in Charlotte. There were so many things going on where our
building is taking shape: Carpenters, brick masons, plumbers,
electricians, and insulation experts were working; cement mixers were
unloading yards of liquid roadways; steel girders were being set in
place; bulldozers were moving yards and yards of earth - and as |
stood trying to take it in, | asked a member of the Staff of the
Triad Home if anyone really understood all that was taking place -
it looked so disorganized. He pointed to a mobile home type of
building off to the left and said, '"The Superintendent of construction
has an office in that structure, and he knows what is underway in
every phase of the work. He is in charge." |Incidentally, | am sure
some of you in going near the construction site of the North Unit of
Duke Hospital have raised questions similar to mine., But someone is
in charge.

We need to remember that about our world, |In spite of all the
evidences to the contrary, Somebody is in Charge. Later on this
year, our trees will shed their leaves, and these falling leaves will
cover the earth with a blanket of brown; but next spring the same
trees will begin to bud and take on 2 new appearance - and we will
know God still is in charge. | like the words of Maltbie Babcock's
hymn, "This Is My Father's World," when she wrote that "though the
wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet,"

Here's Something To Believe In: Someone is in Charge.
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But the writer of Revelation had more in mind, | believe. Not
only was he saying Someone is in Charge, but he believed Someone
Capab]e was in Charge. o

" In one of my pastorates ‘| mlnlstered to a famlly in which a pre-
school boy had been hospitalized because of seizures. His mother,
more concerned than perhaps she should have been, had requested and
received permission to stay with her son in the hospital room, lest
he experience a seizure when no one was. with him. She had kept her
vigil for almost five full days and was becoming very tired. Other
family members offered to relieve her, but she would not leave the
child's bed, Not until a very close friend, a graduate nurse who had
known the lad since birth, came to the hospital room, and in her
gracious way assured the mother she would stay there while she got
out for some rest and refreshments. "I will not leave hlm,” she
told her, "and | can take care of any need that arises.' Someone
capable was in charge.

| like the American Folk Song that affirms "He's got the whole
world in His Hands." The stanzas of the song state, ''He's got you
and me, brother, in his hands; He's got the little, bitty baby in his
hands," and these affirmations need to be stated over and over again
in our world today, Here's something to believe in - Someone is in
Charge, and Someone Capable is in Charge.

And finally, Someone Compassionate is in Charge. One of the
most meaningful words in the New Testament is the one used in the
story of the Good Samaritan, who, seeing the man who had been wounded
by robbers, '""had compassion' on him (Luke 10:33). His compassion-
was not a simple feeling which caused him to be sorry for him -
rather, it produced action, and he bound up his wounds and took him
to an inn and paid for his room and board.

Here's something we can believe in today: Someone is in Charge
who is both Capable and Compassionate., The compassion is like that
of a father whose wayward son returns home to find a parent whose
compassion opened doors and prepared a barbecue for the one who had
been considered lost.

The text for the day needs to be broadcast over and over again:
For the Lord our God who holds all things in control has begun to
reign. Here's Something To Believe In.

Amen,
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