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Today is All Souls Day. It has become a ~ustom--and ~ joious 
and welcome custom--to obser"e All Saints Day in Duke Chapel. Some 
of us look forward to the jazz and the exhuberance of spirit as we 
celebrate God's grace in unusual human lives--in Christian martyrs 
and saints. On the calendar; next Sunday is All Saints Day. But 
conflicts with preparation for the premier of a new (and most pro­
mising) opera--Lost Eden-- makes it impossible to observe that 
special day. So this year the Worship Committee has decided to ob­
serve All Souls Day which comes one week earlier, and this is the day. 

All Soul~ Day recognizes ordinary Christians rather than those 
who are renowned or of public ignificance. It is a time to 
remember the way God's grace has worked through that multitude of 
faithful Christians who -ha.'ve, if any marker at all, an ordinary 
gravestone. It is also., a .. time to consider God's relation to all 
souls, that is God's inte~action with everyone who has lived, is 
alive, or will live. This morning I want to speak about both 
groups: Ordinary Christians and other people. 

I. Ordinary Christians 

It is important for us · to take time to remember those faithful 
people who are not significant by the world's standards. This 
is important because it supplements our ordinary practice. We are 
too impressed by notariety and can, at times, be mesmerized by 
the singular examples of prominence. But most of us have been 
more deeply affected by persons who are unimportant by public calcu­
lation. Because of their general invisibility we can not call an 
honor roll. But think back through your life. Who are the people 
who most impressed you and formed your character? Were they not 
often p~ople who lived in quiet, inconspicuous ways? Are they 
not p•pple who only a few will remember or count important? For 
a moment name to yourself those ordinary Christians who, though 
gener(lYly unknown, have significantly enriched your life. 

Let me tell you a parable. A friend was visiting a lovely 
mansion. In the foyer was a drystal chandelier. Everyone stopped, 
looked at, and admired its beauty. They went on through the house. 
In a back hall' there was only one ordinary bulb in an ordinary 
sock~~· Later my fri~nd t~ought: .As ~eaytiful ~~ .t~e . cban.d~lier 
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is, that small insi~niftcarit ~ulb i~ ·· th~ = back hall probably keeps 
more feet from stumbling. So is ordinary goodness which constitutes 
unspectacular but consistent quality in life. 

There are pieces of Duke History yet:.t .: ought ' to know. Some 
years ago a woman came to visit me. Her father had been the 
superintendent of the quarry from which the stone for these West 
Campus buildings was taken. This work for Duke~ · she said, had 
been the most important activity ~n his life . . He was proud'r of 
having worked this stone than anything else· he ever did. Was it 
possible, she asked, to have a plaque · placed · somewhere on campus 
to remember and honor his contribution? . It is not usual for insti­
tutions to honor such persons ~ . It · us~ally ' requires major financial 
contributions or singularly recognized· leadership to merit a special 
place on campus. But '·t 'hfs matt'e:r was taken up w~:.th the trustees 
of the University with Professor George Williams being especially 
helpful through~ut t~e process. The trustees voted to set aside 
the -arcade _t ,o -:the' J~.ft ·:as you enter th_e· thapel as· .a pl'ace to . .. .. . · 
commemqrat~ peopl~ who mak~ coritributions ·. to the ~ntversity whtch 
are ordinarily urireco·g.nized .' ' Se\'era·r yea~s agn a· plaq.ue ·Wa$ .placed 
on the wall.P If yo~ look sometime you wtll read . 
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TO THE GLORY . OF. GOD 
. AND ' IN GRATEFUL MEMORY OF 
.. · EDWIN EUGEN~' . DACUS , 

' 1873 - · 1946 .' ·. · :;:·' 
' : . . .. .. . . • .. ·. ' . . . . 

~ SU.PER.J NTENDENT Of. THE HI LLSBO,ROUGH QUARRY· ., . 
I ' ' ... ~ • ' J 

. UNDER WHOSE PERSONAL : DIRECTJON . ; . ' . 

;· T.HESE. S·TONES. ·wtRE' QVA.R_R.I ED .. ,. · ; : . 

FROM WHICH 'THE· ORIGINAL ·BUILDINGS 
OF THE WEST CAMPUS OF DUKE UNIVERSITY .. 

HAVE BEEN CONSTITUTED 

; . 

Several years . ago Duke opened some new homesites. As ·usual, they 
named ·the · streets for important . p~ople ~n the University's history. 
So a: m~jor street is named for Charles B. ~ Wade, a former chairman · 
of the Board of Trustees. And that was · ~Qst appropriate. The -first 
cul-de-s~c off of Wade Street is Harvey Place. DO you know who that 
was named' for? ··It was Oliver Harvey, a. bla.c·.k employe·e who organized 
the f h· s t 1 a1> or trrri o n . a t 0 u k e . . 0 li v e r H a r v e y w a s a n · b r d i n a r y · 
worker. ·, ·a· ma.n. of fi-ne spir·it, an-d of great dedication to both the 
University .an·d its emp 1 oyees. He is now dead, but I · wa-s mast· sur­
prised and pleased to discover that he had been remembeTed and 
honored ;· 

f . :•. . . ;,. i . • :. 

'.· It -is· ~·~;re to place pl 'aques and ;name s·~.reets for -·ordinary folk , 
Usua 1lY · they ·are remembered o~ 1 y by . fam·ily and fri'e=n~d~ and spoken .. 
of in quiet conversation. · · 
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But triday, All Souls Day, we celebrate the lives of t~e often ·· 
forgotten. ·Let us remember with gratitude those people who, though 
significant, are known to few. Today we c~lebrate the grace of 
God which works through ordinary people. 

And, today we celebrate the grace of God given to all souls. 

II. Other People 

It is important in a culturally-intermixing world, in our dailY 
interchange with all sorts arid conditions of people, to explore God's 
gracious relation to all human kind. 

What can we say, Christianly, a~but tho~e who profess no faith 
or those .of different faiths? What happens to those who are not 
Christians? This is a concern for many who are Christians. We are 
torn between our desire to affirm, and acknowledge tbe value of every 
person and our conception of the uniqueness and finality of the 
Christian gospel. 

To set the course of our discussion, let us return to our scripture 
text, Psalm 139:7-10 . . 

Wher~ .. can , I escape from thy .Spirit? 
Where can I flee _from thy qresence? 

If I climb up to heaven, thou art there; 
If I make my bed in Sheol, again I find thee. 
If I take my flight to the frontiers of the morning 

or dwell - at the limit of the western sea, 
even there thy hand will meet me 

and thy right hand will hold me fast. 

The ubiquity, the continuous presence of God 1 s a fundame·nta 1 
reality. This gracious God is unfailingly present with all people. 
Today we celebrate the grace of God which undergirds, confronts, and 
nurtures every life. 

God in Jesus Christ did not come to favor a few, to create a 
privileged minority. God in Christ came with grace: Grace free 
for all, in all, and to all, grace to redeem all humankind. With 
Charles Wesley we sing, 

! 
>4 ., -

·Come· thou universal saviour, 
·.·: ' Come and bring the gospel grace. 

Christians are sometimes quite unchristian -about those who are 
not Chrfstians . . 1 do not mean this in a sentimental or emotive 
sense. ' ·1· mean it strictly: Christians are often unchristlike-­
that is, unlike the Christ who comes to every person in radical 
love and self-giving. We who are Christians must learn to be 
Christlike toward those who are unlike us in faith. 
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To claim that Jesus Christ is unique do~s not mean that there 
is no ,. truth anywhere else. It does mean one has a definitive 
norm by which one judges truth: ·. It 1~ an essential Christian 
pri nc i p 1 e that goodness s hou 1 d be honored whe~eeyer it is found .· 
~nd God's presence should be honored where~ver it is ~xpressed. 

Isn't it possible +or . ~s to aff~rm ihe value of others at the 
same time as we affirm the integrity of our own beliefs? Isn't 
1t possible to allow mutual correction and enrichment, even as 
we hold to the supreme value of our own convictions? Isn't it 
possible to . affirm truth with . conviction while we also engage in 
the dfscussion of, truth with an . open . ~Pir:it,? 

In Christian faith this is possible because it i~ not our 
possessio·n of .the truth. that _is sign,ifi.cant. Rather it is our 
being captured by the one who is truth; , it "is our acknowledgement 
of a Lord. who stands over eve.ry re 1 i"gi o'us expres·s 1 on, i-nc 1 udi ng 
Christ.ian. religiou-s expressi.o;n . . · · · '·. · : . 
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Christi an fai ttl i .s 'di sti nctfve : not in' 'terms of wh'at 1 t mast·e-.rs ·. 
but in terms of that by which it is mastered. It is the l'O:Ve ···~!.::: 
of truth not possession .~f truth that is most basic. Our faith 
directs us to God's ~ov~~eign reign. Christian faith i·s brought 
into being by the gracious activity of God in Jesus Christ who 
as the truth sets our lives right--right in relation to God and 
to the neighbor. The God who reigns is a God of grace. Recognizing 
that grace, we respond in love and come ·to appreciate new truth. 

The truth is .this: .. God in Christ: is sover·eign in all of life. 
Through affirming-relation with God we come to understand something 
of who God is, who we are, and · how pur world may be best interpreted. .. . . 

We learn someth ng about God: God · is Christlike.·:· That means 
that the grace of God, as made known in Christ, extends to every 
person and to . all people. A further truth is: we who are called 
by .Ch:rist•s: name are .also to share. t ,hat grace· with· every person. 

:' : .... ; .. : . . •'. . : . . . .. : 

Several years a~o · ~ Duke st~d~nt said to me, "1 don't feel at 
ease about what God will do to non-believers. 11 What an indictment 
of God! · But do we not, many of us, have such an understanding of 
God? Do you .at times worry about whQt God ·will do with those who 
are not Chrtstian~1 Do we really think we are more sensitive, 
more generous, more fair, more merciful th~n God? .· we ate not, not 
if God is truly revealed in Jesus Christ. In Christ, God has .... 
expressed unique concern, care , forgiveness, and renewal for all 
people. 

In relation to God, we learn something about o~rsel~es: God's 
love in Christ carries an understanding of our lives as created 
by God, ' as spoiled by human fallenness, and as reclaimed by God's 
grace. Vision of Gbd provides true insight into bur own condition 
and ou:r· r~sponsibility .' Truth is not without its content or; its 
req u i r·enre·n t. 

'.: ; ., 
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We learn something about our world: God is graciously present 

with every human soul. There is no place that God is not and no 
one with whom God is not. To every one, even to us, God has come 
with forgiving, renewing, sustaining grace. We are to rejoice in 
this coming. The generosity of God's grace calls upon us to be 
generous in our love. We are to recognize God's common grace: 
given to us, requiring of us. This means sharing the forgiveness 
and renewal of life in Christ, and it means expressing this renewal 
through sharing daily bread, tending the sick, supporting the poor. 
identifying with the deprived and those who are discriminated 
against. 

To know the truth is to do the truth; and we inevitably evidence 
our knowing in our doing. To know Christ is to carry the mind and 
heart of Christ--even in our fragmented ways--into all the world 
and to each one in the world. Again, a hymn of Charles Wesley 
expresses our meaning. 

0 that the world might see and know 
the riches of his grace! 

The arms of love that compass me 
would all mankind embrace. 

Today we celebrate God's grace. Divine grace is comprehensive, 
it is given to ordinary people and to every person. Through the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus this grace enriches our 
common life and mandates our service. 

For the Spirit of Christ expressed in the lives of ordinary 
Christians and other people let us be grateful. In the Spirit of 
Christ, let us be gracious. 

This is All Souls Day, a time to rejoice in God's grace. 


	dcrst003120001
	dcrst003120002
	dcrst003120003
	dcrst003120004
	dcrst003120005

