
The Congregation at Duke University Chapel
Education . Mission . Fellowship

DEEPENING CONNECTIONS
01.21.2021

Greetings!

In his book, Everything Belongs, Richard Rohr writes,
“Many people, even religious folks, settle for lives of
“holier than thou” or lives consumed by hatred of their
enemies. Being over and against is a lot easier than being in love.” Later in the book and
in a similar vein, he writes, “Negative identity, shallow as it is, comes more easily than
dedicated choice. It is frankly much easier to be against than for.”

Why is it easier for us to oppose, argue, and criticize, than to collaborate, negotiate, and
affirm?

Rohr encourages his readers to find their grounding in God’s love and to recognize the
abundance of divine grace. A prayerful grounding in God will allow us to choose again and
again our focus. Paul writes, “Beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” (Philippians
4:8) If we do this, perhaps we will be more likely to be able to build up rather than tear
down.

May we repeatedly choose the hard work of love.

May the peace of Christ be with you.

Carol 

This Sunday January 24

Sunday morning classes will meet virtually from 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m. as follows:
WEE PRAISE: Children ages 0-3 along with parents or caregivers may utilize the
online videos previously shared via email. If you are not receiving emails with this
information, please contact Phyllis Snyder. 
GODLY PLAY: Children ages 4-5th graders can find a new video, and re-watch
previous videos, on the Congregation’s YouTube channel.
YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS: For students in 6th–12th grade, Confirmation
Class Zoom link is here. **Please note a second session of this class is offered
from 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. to accommodate youth schedules. The Zoom link for the
afternoon class is here. 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY: A 10-week study on Colossians. Bible Study Zoom link is
here.
ADULT FORUM: Scott Washington, MDiv, Historian - "Faith in Colonial Carolina:
Courage, Character, Conviction". Adult Forum Zoom link is here. Did you know that
the "colony" of North Carolina had the most immigrants of any of the colonies during
the 1760s? Did you know that in addition to the "official" colony religion of Anglican
churches, these new immigrants brought their own faith convictions to North
Carolina (Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, Quakers, Moravians, etc.) and lived
in tolerance together? Did you know that these people of faith were courageous
advocates for peace, fairness, and justice? Where did that spring from? Hear why
Scott calls this part of the state the "Birthplace of the Bill of Rights."

UNIVERSITY WORSHIP 11:00 a.m. Online
Third Sunday after Epiphany
Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean of Duke Chapel

mailto:phyllis.snyder@duke.edu
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYvwZTkpnRmGx7PERm2Vg8g
https://duke.zoom.us/j/99956934396?pwd=ZVpkVlVqcVQ1RWVBZTNhZERodGtaZz09
https://duke.zoom.us/j/92034049186?pwd=Y3NzbDdEVDdvSXlTcElET0ZuN1djZz09
https://duke.zoom.us/j/97599542883
https://duke.zoom.us/j/93357378825?pwd=M21ZMHhtdm5GMWgvdFBEKzB0UHpQUT09


Worship Online Here
Lectionary Readings
All are welcome!

MEETING THIS SUNDAY
Education Committee will meet at 1:00 p.m. Zoom link is here.

EDUCATION

RETREAT THIS SATURDAY
Explore the topic of “Practicing Trust in Times of Transition,” this
Saturday, January 23 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Topics to be
covered are “The Trouble with Transitions,” “Learning New Steps:
Beginner’s Mind, Believer’s Heart,” and “Practicing Trust: Habits
and Holding Patterns.”
Marilyn McEntyre will lead the retreat. The Zoom link for the retreat
is here.

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY
University graduate students, other young adults, and their partners are invited to a virtual
Bible study on the second and fourth Mondays of the month. Next meeting dates are
January 25, February 8, and February 22 at 6:30 p.m. The conversation will focus on
the book of Romans this semester. All questions and perspectives are welcome. This is
the Young Adult Bible Study Zoom link. Please contact Matt Wright for additional
information. 

EVERYTHING BELONGS BOOK GROUP
The book groups that started on January 13 are focusing on Richard
Rohr’s book, Everything Belongs: The Gift of Contemplative Prayer. The
book groups meet at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. for four weeks. The
reading plan is as follows:

January 27: Chapter 5
February 3: Chapter 6 & Coda.

Zoom links are here: Morning Book Group, Evening Book Group.

ADULT FORUM SCHEDULE
With a variety of guest speakers, the Adult Forum offers presentations and discussions on
a wide range of topics. The thought-provoking topics include Biblical studies, current social
issues and the work of mission agencies. Adult Forum Zoom link is here.
January 31 – Jillian Marcantonio, Ph.D. Student in Early Christianity, Graduate Program
in Religion, Duke University - "Climbing the Mountain with Moses: An Introduction to
Apophatic Theology".
February 7 – To be announced
February 14 – Shakeel Harris, MDiv from Duke Divinity, History Doctoral Student at
Louisiana State University - "Making Sense of Their Faith: Christ, the Confederacy, and
God's Plan"
February 21 – Sarah Jean Barton, M.S. in Occupational Therapy and Th.D, Assistant
Professor of Occupational Therapy and Theological Ethics, Duke Divinity School -
"Access, Identity, and Disability: A Lenten Reflection".
February 28 – To be announced

PHILOSOPHY STUDY GROUP
A Philosophy Study Group, led by Brian Stratton, meets on the first and third Tuesdays of
the month from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Next sessions are:

February 2
February 16
March 2
March 16

This will be a time of discussion of philosophical principles as they relate to Christianity .
Here is the study group Zoom link.

https://chapel.duke.edu/events/online-university-worship-1611504000-1611508500
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https://duke.zoom.us/j/92532141992?pwd=Rkx2eEdicHFzbzNyVXYxdE9pZnk4Zz09
mailto:matthew.r.wright@duke.edu
https://cac.org/richard-rohr/richard-rohr-ofm/
https://www.regulatorbookshop.com/book/9780824519957
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https://duke.zoom.us/j/93531688058?pwd=U2lRMzdxY3p5dWk3cWFwWHdKSnA3Zz09
https://duke.zoom.us/j/93357378825?pwd=M21ZMHhtdm5GMWgvdFBEKzB0UHpQUT09
https://duke.zoom.us/j/97847743427?pwd=a1lpOVE1akIyK2ROaEVpdkR6VDY1UT09


LENTEN BOOK GROUPS
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which is February 17 this
year. During the season, Lenten book groups will form to discuss When the
Well Runs Dry: Prayer Beyond the Beginnings by Thomas Green. Green, a
Jesuit spiritual director and author, helps readers navigate the seasons of
spiritual dryness. Book groups will begin the week of February 24 and
continue for six weeks. 

WINTER RETREAT
James Baldwin wrote that racism is the lie that white lives matter more
than the lives of others. As a predominantly white congregation, how
do we awaken to the urgency of quelling the lie--- the urgency of
dismantling racism? What steps can we take to repair the harm of
racism? At the retreat we will explore our connection to racism and
consider local strategies that move us toward ending racial
oppression. On Saturday, February 27 from 9:00 a.m. to 12-Noon,
Rev. Mel Williams will lead a virtual retreat on “Awakening to the Call: Bold Action to End
Racism.” Mel Williams has been a longtime advocate of social justice in Durham. He is
founder of End Poverty Durham, co-founder of Religious Coalition of a Nonviolent
Durham, co-founder of Peace Hill, a solidarity-contemplative community, and served as
pastor of Watts Street Baptist Church in Durham for 24 years. The half-day retreat will be
held by Zoom. Please register to attend here.

NEW MEMBER CLASS
All those considering membership in the Congregation at Duke Chapel are invited to the
spring new member class. The four-week class will be held on Sundays from 9:45 a.m. –
10:45 a.m. starting on March 7. The class will be held by Zoom. For more information,
please contact Carol Gregg.  

MISSION

BACK PEW COLLECTION - UMD
The Congregation’s partner agencies in Durham are
seeing record increases in need at this time. The
Mission and Outreach Committee is creating a virtual
version of the monthly Back Pew Collection in order to
help our neighbors. The January partner agency is
Urban Ministries of Durham (UMD). Their ongoing
needs are on an Amazon Wish List at this link. You can

order and have your contribution shipped directly, using their address: 410 Liberty St,
Durham NC 27701. If you prefer to shop elsewhere, you can use the Wish List as a guide.
Donations and used clothing in good condition can be dropped off in person weekdays
8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Contact Judi Vos if you have questions.  

COMING SOON
Urban Ministries Annual Empty Bowls fundraiser will be on Thursday, March 4. The
virtual event will feature a silent auction, one-of-a-kind bowls, and soup-to-go.
The 47th annual Durham CROP Walk will raise money to fight hunger both locally
and globally. Participants will walk anytime between April 10- 18.

FELLOWSHIP

SUPPORT FOR THOSE WHO MOURN
Growing thru Grief, a free, open, confidential program sponsored by a coalition of area
religious and civic organizations, including the Congregation, offers year-round support for
those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. Participants meet each Tuesday from 4:00
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Zoom. Each meeting begins with a short presentation about a part
of the grief journey, which is followed by small group discussion. On January 26:
Margaret Albert and Tracy Lamar of Duke Homecare & Hospice, will address “Community
Bereavement Services offered by Duke Hospice Bereavement Services.” To attend

https://www.regulatorbookshop.com/book/9781594711374
https://nonviolentdurham.org/meet-our-board/rev-mel-williams/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e48aaab2ba4fc1-awakening
mailto:carol.gregg@duke.edu
https://umdurham.org/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/2BRZSZE5O4NSI/
mailto:jbvos@msn.com
https://umdurham.org/
https://durhamcropwalk.org/about/


Growing thru Grief, please contact admin@growingthrugrief.org for registration
information.

FELLOWSHIP FUN
Join the Fellowship Committee on Sunday, February 14 at
1:00 p.m. for “The Virtual not so Newlywed Game.” We are
looking for five or six couples to play the game. All couple
varieties are welcome - newlywed, oldywed, unwed and
anything in between. Great prizes will be awarded to all
contestants. If you are interested in being a contestant, please

email Elizabeth Kenley by January 29. To be part of the studio audience, simply log on
using the zoom link provided, sit back (Don’t forget the popcorn) and enjoy the show!
FAMILIES: Watch for craft packets to be delivered to your house this coming week! See
Ms. Phyllis’ weekly email update for details.

GOOD TO KNOW

FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT CRAIG DeALMEIDA
In our strategic plan, one of the focus areas from our mission statement is Life Together,
“deepening our bonds with one another as members of the body of Christ.” The continuing
pandemic has not changed the depth of these bonds, only the emphasis on what forms
they may take. Where we cannot have all-church, in-person fellowship events or indoor
homebound visits, other forms of life together have additional importance.
 
One form has been the “experiential discipleship” of small groups, be it common
committee work, shared book study, prayer service gatherings, and the Life Together
small groups. If you have felt isolated from other Congregation members during the
pandemic, consider the many opportunities seen in this newsletter to be part of a small
group of some type and seek out life together.

JANUARY FINANCIAL REPORTS

COMING IN FEBRUARY
 
February 17 is Ash Wednesday, which is the beginning of the season of Lent.
 
February Birthdays
1 Paul Singer

mailto:admin@growingthrugrief.org
mailto:erkenly@gmail.com


3 Jonathan Kucera
4 Phyllis Snyder; Steve Winters
5 John Bussian III; Charlie Smith
6 Helene Mau; Nancy Schiebel
7 Scott Huettel; Norm Wirzba
8 Ellie Grace Corpening; Arlie Petters; Karen Rhodes
9 Megan Cacchio
10 Geza Dezsi; Joanne Roobol; Charles Sanders
11 Poppy DeAlmeida; Adriana Doi; David Kowalke; Elizabeth Petters
12 Carol Apollonio; Lesli Garrison; Virginia Hall; Suzy Strayhorn
13 Janet Clapp; Scott Manuel; Sarah Wolff
14 Chinwe Atkinson; Kay Kelly; Sue Parkerson; Kaity Woodrum
15 Peppi Browne-Armstrong; Soren Palmer
16 Mike Arneson; Jonathan Beckwith; Nina Upchurch
17 Graelyn Takacs
18 Mary Sheldon Beckwith; Sara Marks; Peter Travers; Jeanine Valkos
19 Linda Daniel; Lauren Gabbert
20 Pat Fox
21 Mini Kpa; Mary Robyn Tudor
22 Judy Hollomon
24 Billy Chow
25 Russ Owen
26 Lisa Huettel; Tanner Lovelace; Juliette Teel
27 Lalaine Gao; Sam Solie
 
February Worship Services at Duke Chapel – ONLINE
Worship Services will continue to be broadcast live on Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
From the Duke Chapel website: Tune in live to Sunday morning services on the Duke
Chapel YouTube Channel, channel 12 of the Duke Hospital TV System, channel 110 of
the Duke Campus Vision TV system, and WDNC Radio (620 AM). Listen to rebroadcasts
of services on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. on WPTF Radio (680 AM), as well as on The
People's Channel on Spectrum Cable in Durham and Chapel Hill.
 
Preaching Schedule
February 7 – The Rev. Bruce Puckett, Assistant Dean of Duke Chapel
February 14 – The Rev. Dr. Jerusha Neal, Assistant Professor of Homiletics, Duke
Divinity School
February 21 – The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean of Duke Chapel
February 28 – The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean of Duke Chapel 

JOYS AND CONCERNS

Harry Rodenhizer – Harry is recuperating from a broken hip.
Eleanor Smith - Eleanor is recuperating from knee replacement surgery. 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Visit our Website | Visit our Calendar | Online Giving

Email | Phone: 919-684-3917 | Mailing address: Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974

 ​  ​  ​  ​

The Congregation at Duke University Chapel
Staff
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