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Happy New Year!
Lois Oliver, the Congregation at Duke Chapel historian, has written the annual end-of-
year letter for this final edition of the 2019 eNews. Please enjoy this look back at 2019.
 
As a staff, it has been another year of joy to be a part of this family of faith. We look
forward to all God has in store for our Congregation in 2020!

Carol Gregg
Phyllis Snyder
Nelson Strother
Kirsten Ford
Michael Larbi
Joseph Kovas
Matt Wright

This Sunday December 29

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES
Holiday Recess: All Sunday morning classes for children, youth and adults will not meet
this Sunday, December 30. Classes resume on Sunday, January 5.

UNIVERSITY WORSHIP 11:00 a.m. in the Chapel
First Sunday of Christmas
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg; Pastor, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Scripture readings: Isaiah 63:7-9; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23
Sermon: Sabotage or Save
Hymns: #220 Angels from the Realms of Glory; #242 Love Came Down at Christmas;
#224 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
All are welcome!

2019

The theme for 2019 was Discernment—what does God want of me right now. Looking
back over the year, the opportunities for discernment for The Congregation at Duke
University Chapel were many.

The Congregation staff kept the Staff Parish Committee busy with changes in our
leadership. Our senior staff remained constant, with Carol Gregg as Senior Pastor,
Phyllis Snyder, Children’s Pastor and Communications Specialist, and Nelson Strother,
Financial and IT Administrator. Lynn Holmes completed her internship in June. In
February, the Assistant Pastor, Josh Stanley, resigned and a new team was
selected. Joseph Kovas replaced Lynn as Intern, and three part-time staff came
aboard. Matt Wright is Pastoral Assistant for education, Michel Larbi is Pastoral Assistant
for discipleship, and Kirsten Ford is Communications Assistant. So, as we said farewell to
Lynn and Josh, we warmly welcomed the new members of our staff. 

https://chapel.duke.edu/events/university-worship-1577030400-1577034000
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001zTTbh-2DRtHs0vfFxrOypCQIcWKbkPlEIlaqBLjiAojaIh9aHV4ZIf6hu8s6UrUweFnZ0XR258EkFAqWACAa5EAL1aTtQ88DkpfiKGWthmzIRFzhf74hIB9vxusYM-2DZyFZbmZMVq0TaEs-2DQ-2DOdOmOaoH4XlR8iEz3AvlGrJFtcDZNJOx0-5FeSZmsqklOHI-2DaHfyyEm1AWl6Cjhh3FqLP5-5FwHQ-3D-3D-26c-3DHbp4CR5NL45uWgds3bV8YGyGOfwX4nxcKmQrKxpNMMUN9b4wUW2KUQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DgNAo0RISSAorGJIbFVGnKoIHGO3L6T2RgUPx8PqL1iwWJy3YwvFVvA-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=imBPVzF25OnBgGmVOlcsiEgHoG1i6YHLR0Sj_gZ4adc&r=FcH73-0RIM207LNSykmAkwi-_yDRpubK4Rn6mHdo3Ac&m=qYhgZTG2VRoh_Df66OFp9yhBDcKjOYzjOB0GnqRzKFU&s=Anjrh7TwaTsUADXj4t6A_FrzNvVkRk1P3jYpPGir_uw&e=


Jan Gwyer finished her term as President of The Congregation in June, and Craig
DeAlameida was elected as our new President. The 2019 Congregation Council
membership had some new faces added to those who have served several years. We all
appreciate their dedication and care of this body of Christ.  

An important part of our Congregation life is seeking to learn and increase our faith, and
the Education Committee worked hard this year to provide a variety of study
experiences. Of course, our regular Sunday Classes; Wee Praise, Godly Play, Youth
Bible Study, Adult Bible Study and the Adult Forum continued throughout the year. There
were three retreats; in the fall, "Finding Your Way in the Beloved Community", and the
winter, "Community via Fellowship" (with dancing), and the "May Overnight Retreat" led
by John Baird. In addition, book groups met during Lent, and in the summer and
fall.  Since the Chapel services all summer were preaching from Ezekiel, there was a
special Bible Study Group for this difficult book led by excellent teachers.  

Much of our stewardship goes to support others which is the task of the Missions and
Outreach Committee. The Congregation supports eleven local charities, and two
international ones. However, we also give of our time and hearts to these. Each month,
at one of our charities we put in a Saturday work day. Two of these involve food, as thirty
members made sandwiches at Meals on Wheels, and the monthly feeding and providing



lasagnas at Urban Ministries finds eight to ten workers and a few lasagna providers in
action. A team of eight members went to New Bern during Lent to work on repairing a
hurricane damaged house. A planned trip to the Family Health Ministries mission in Haiti
had to be canceled, because of political unrest there. Back pew collections of everything
from Pampers to pencils happened every month, and in December, the Angel Tree gave
us an opportunity to make Christmas joyous for others.

Since The Congregation membership covers a broad geographic area, the Fellowship
Committee found many ways to help us know each other better. The Second Sunday
Lunches at the Brodhead Center, and the occasional Snack-luck, plus the second
Wednesday lunches at local restaurants were great community builders. The young adult
members had their own Pub Theology sessions once a month. A Young Adult Dinner and
Discussion Group (many are graduate students) led by Matt Wright met a couple of times
a month in the Chapel kitchen. Going together to a Durham Bulls game allows us to
support veterans and have a good time as well.

Supporting the Chapel is also a responsibility of the membership, and many members
are involved. We helped Chapel Music both financially, and with food and drink for major
concerts. We are the ushers, the altar guild, the offering counters, the prayer ministry,
the docents, and many members of the choir. Jim and Ellie Ferguson who provide much
of the Christmas decoration of the Chapel, had to do it twice this year, as we had an
early Christmas Eve service before Thanksgiving in order to be filmed for television by
CBS.



We mourned the loss of several long time members, and we rejoiced in fifteen new
members. It was a pleasure to see how many new members joined into the work of the
church with enthusiasm. We also had four baptisms. Our church now has 530 members.
 
As we look ahead to 2020 may we offer our thanks to God for being with us, loving us
and helping us discern what we need to do.

GOOD TO KNOW

OFFICE CLOSED
The Congregation Office will be closed on the following days:

New Year’s Eve: Tuesday, December 31
New Year’s Day: Wednesday, January 1
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: Monday, January 20

UPCOMING EVENTS
April 22 – May 1, 2020 – Visit ZOE Empowers in Zimbabwe
May 10, 2020 – Sunday Worship Service at The Forest at Duke University
May 15-17, 2020 – Annual Overnight Retreat at Ft. Caswell, Oak Island, NC
June 14, 2020 – Annual Business Meeting

CONGREGATION CALENDAR
DUKE CHAPEL YOUTUBE CHANNEL

CONGREGATION JOYS AND CONCERN

Cary Gravatt – Cary is recuperating from a fall at Hillcrest Convalescent Center. 
Martha Hall – Martha is recuperating at home from fractured shoulder.
Pat Murray: Pat is in hospice care due to a brain tumor. She requests no visitors

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.google.com_calendar_embed-3Fsrc-3D0u6s34p9us4np0n99tpmi3hf6o-2540group.calendar.google.com-26ctz-3DAmerica_New-5FYork&d=DwMDaQ&c=imBPVzF25OnBgGmVOlcsiEgHoG1i6YHLR0Sj_gZ4adc&r=k_HhzXOJraz8_V-5H4FGaEtjOfXrPcy8gpXL4HN7ypI&m=FxJW4U-klI8II4p89ptaH6WMxSVRZf30Ba5da1YX_GI&s=aEmwt2ACCiOEm5Z8OukLGntd69DMFcL9NZfhZe6iEaY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.youtube.com_user_DukeChapel-3Ffeature-3Dwatch&d=DwMDaQ&c=imBPVzF25OnBgGmVOlcsiEgHoG1i6YHLR0Sj_gZ4adc&r=k_HhzXOJraz8_V-5H4FGaEtjOfXrPcy8gpXL4HN7ypI&m=FxJW4U-klI8II4p89ptaH6WMxSVRZf30Ba5da1YX_GI&s=8QMf0f3iQ2SGJ4uTc4l9GcUMFF8nQfyEOsbHAxNYkI4&e=


or calls, yet is grateful for prayer and cards. 
Steven Winters, Jr. – Steven has completed medical school at the American
University of the Caribbean and will begin a residency program in July. Also,
Steven and Shelby Cole of Birmingham, AL were married on December 14.

​PRAYER REQUESTS: To request confidential prayer from members of the Prayer
Ministry, please send your confidential request to the Prayer Ministry .
 
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: All e-News articles and announcements are to be submitted to
the following e-mail address: congregation@duke.edu by 5:00 p.m. each Monday.

SUBSCRIPTION MANAGEMENT: Please send corrected email addresses or requests to
be unsubscribed to congregation@duke.edu . 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Visit our Website | Visit our Calendar | Visit the Duke Chapel YouTube Channel

Email | Phone: 919-684-3917 | Mailing address: Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974

 ​  ​  ​
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