
(Published in Biddle , Old Familz_~~tt~~~-Rel~!i~b t~-!~e_Ye!l~w~~~~£, Ser .B, 
pp . o6 - 68) 

COPY 

Philada Octobr gth 1793 

!liLy dear Julia, 

It turned out as I expected. ~ rs. Ke?pel's brass habit , and 

her de l ay in sending for ~e till the 3rd day of her disorder , afforded 

a most unfavourable prospect of her recovery from the moment I saw 

her . She died this day at 5 o ' clock. Mr s . Clarkson is ~ill ill , but 

I do not despair of her . Mrs . Bett is below hope . Her habit was a 

bad one , and she too soothed herself for several days before I saw 

her , with a belief that her complaints were the effects of an old 

chronic disorder to wgl:J. • .she had been subject for many years . Uy 

invaluable friend Dr . Gr i ffitts is I hope a little better . He 

has been bled seven times . 

fter a comfortabl e ni ghts rest I rose this 

mornin g at 7 o ' clock , and have ever since been in the midst of 

sickness and distress . All my meals are publ ic . Frequently ei ght 

of (;ic) ten p~ople witness the simplic i ty of my diet, for I am still 

obliged to live wholly on bread and milk and coffee with bread and 

butter . Tea has become insipid , and almost offens i ve to my stomach . 

~ ~~~e , and E~~~ ~ this wi ll end I know Ge e no t, but I leave all to the 

disposal of my faithful Creator and h edeemer , aRe in • ose will I 

am enabled frequently to rejoice . 

The new remedies prevail universally in ~~~~4 but many of our 

Doctors of~er incense to t he public mind , by one or two bleedings of 

pur~in gs and then po~r in their poisonous doses of Ba rk and Laudanum . 

I shall this day publish some ext r acts from Dr . l1.0Seley which will 



2 . 

have been 
cover them with confusion , and shew t hat t hey Aa a~@ as deficien t 

1\ 
in Eea£ing , a s they a re in !~~~£~i~g and £bs~r~ti£~ · 

Excuse the shortnes s of this let te r . ky love as usual 

to a ll fri ends . ~d Fisher is better . He is a most affec tionate and 

pleasant companion , and what is more , full of compass ion for the 

sick . Ly mother keeps up wo nderfully . Adieu. From my dear Julia 

yours sincerely 

Benjn Rush 

P . S . t:a j:r; Franks W'=IS not buried in the Potsers ' fiel d . Honest Jno. 

Tho mps on , the bla cksmith with the wooden leg , who lives opposite to 

l· r . Kean ' s , p r evented it , and obt a ined a ~rave for him in Christ 

Chu r ch buryin g ground . 

OUTS I DE ADDRESS : 

~t,rs . Jul i a Rush 
a t 

Ri chd St ockton Esq€ 
Pri nceton . 
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