The Congregation at Duke University Chapel
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DEEPENING CONNECTIONS
10.26.2023

Dear Phyllis,

From the
The Senior Pastor Search Committee has unanimously Council
and enthusiastically nominated Rev. Rimes McElveen President

to be affirmed by the membership as Senior Pastor of
the Congregation at Duke University Chapel. Rimes is a graduate of Duke University
Divinity School, has held parish ministry positions at United Methodist churches, and has
been the Executive Director of the Mere Christianity Forum at Furman University for the
past 17 years. He is renowned in the field of university ministry and brings a unique
background and skill set that is well-suited to the unusual nature and setting of our
Congregation at the crossroads of Duke University and the Durham community. The
Committee has described Rimes as someone who thinks reflectively, welcomes others
warmly and humbly, listens with a willingness to learn, and keenly understands the
complexities involved in being a Christian church in a divided and ever-changing society.

The Congregation Council is united in supporting the Committee’s nomination and excited
about Rimes joining and guiding our Congregation into a new chapter. We encourage all
to join us in the upcoming opportunities to meet Rimes, as we prepare to affirm his
nomination. Rimes' start date, if affirmed, is February 1, 2024.

e Saturday, November 11, 9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.: Rimes will lead a retreat, hosted by
the Education Committee, on the theme of community, with time for food, fellowship,
and getting to know Rimes better. Further details are below.

e Sunday, November 12: Rimes will join us for morning coffee (9:30 a.m.) and Adult
Forum (9:45 a.m.) in the Divinity School, worship at the Chapel (11:00 a.m.), and a
fellowship event following the service.

¢ Sunday, November 19, 15 minutes after end of worship: Council has called a
special business meeting, beginning 15 minutes after the end of worship, in
Westbrook 0012 (lower level of Duke Divinity School) to affirm Rimes as the Senior
Pastor. A Zoom option for attending will also be available here. Our bylaws require
an approval by at least 90% of a quorum via secret ballot for him to become Senior
Pastor.

Please speak to me or any Council member if you have any questions.

Adriana

This Sunday, October 29

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES
All Sunday morning classes meet in the lowest level of the Divinity School (across the
Chapel quad from Page Auditorium) from 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m. Come early for
refreshments at 9:30 a.m.
o WEE PRAISE: Children ages 0-3 along with parent(s) or caregiver(s) in 0011
Westbrook.

e GODLY PLAY: Children ages 4 as of 9/1/2023-15t graders in 0054 Langford.

e GODLY PLAY ADVANCED: Children in 2nd-5th grades in 0050 Langford.

¢ YOUTH PROGRAM: Youth 6th-12th graders will meet in Westbrook 0015 for a
study on Joshua, Judges, and Ruth.

o ADULT BIBLE STUDY: A study on the Book of Exodus in 0013 Westbrook and by
Zoom.

e ADULT FORUM: The Reverend Prasert Ammartek, Buddhist Chaplain at Duke
University— "Buddhist Mindfulness Meditation in Daily Life" in Westbrook 0012 and




by Zoom.
o NEW MEMBER CLASS: For those exploring membership in the Congregation in

0014 Westbrook in person at 9:45 a.m. and over Zoom at 7:00 p.m.

UNIVERSITY WORSHIP 11:00 a.m. In-Person and Online

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Brian Konkol, Dean of Hendricks Chapel and Professor of
Practice, Syracuse University

Worship Online and Worship Guide Here

Lectionary Readings

All are welcome!

NEWS FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE
Heartfelt thanks go to the Pastor Search Committee for their dedicated work in serving the
Congregation. Here are their accomplishments:

¢ The nominee was announced 95 days after their first meeting, which was 36 days
after Carol Gregg announced her retirement at the Annual Business Meeting.

e The committee met in closed session 17 times, including 15 consecutive Mondays
and 2 meetings where they doubled up to fit in interviews, always beginning and
ending in communal prayer. These lasted about 40 hours in total, with at least that
much in total prep work for each person outside of meetings and a double portion
for werrying discernment and prayer time besides that.

e They carried out 16 hours of interviews, including 6 hours outdoors at Local 22,
which has really good beets in late summer/early fall.

e They managed nearly 1000 emails: 336 via the official account and more than 600
passed among the committee.

e They enjoyed one batch of homemade brownies the night they determined the
nominee. Thank you, Gretchen!

The work of the Search Committee is now complete. The next steps will be guided by the
Council and decided by the Congregation. Please take a moment to personally thank the
members of the search committee who are Rachel Davies, Craig DeAlmeida (Chair), Leisa
Dennehy, Kirsten Ford, Luke Oliver, Dave Vos, and Gretchen Ziegenhals.

FELLOWSHIP

PLAY & SHOP AT THE FARMERS’ MARKET

This Saturday, October 28 at 10:00 a.m., come with a coffee or tea in hand as we
gather near Mount Merrill (530 Foster St, Suite G, Durham, NC 27701) — where kiddos
have so much fun! Mount Merrill was built in memory of Merrill Davis, son of Congregation
member, Tamela Davis. We’d love to celebrate his life by gathering there. Then, cross the
street to enjoy shopping that impacts local farmers all around the Triangle area. (PS — the
pasteles de yuca are phenomenal!) Sign up at this link to share you’re coming and get
email updates. For more information, contact Morgan Dynes.




GROWING THRU GRIEF
Growing thru Grief, a coalition of area religious and civic organizations which includes the
Congregation, offers small group support to those who are grieving the loss of a loved
one. The meetings are held on Tuesdays from 4:30-6:00 p.m., with registration
beginning at 4:00 p.m. Meetings are held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1200 West
Cornwallis in Durham, corner of Pickett Road. For more details, please contact
admin@growingthrugrief.org. Upcoming meeting topics are:
¢ October 31: “Markers Along the Way—Grief as Limit, Loss and Love,” with Rev.
David Brooks
e November 7: “Continuing Bonds: How We Stay Connected to Those We Grieve,”
with Aaron Klink
¢ November 14: “Grieving through the Holidays,” workshop with Duke Hospice
Bereavement Services
e November 21: "Strategies for Coping, with Janet Stolp
e November 28: “Befriending Your Grief Waves,” with Donna Kaye

GRATITUDE GATHERINGS IN YOUR AREA
Saying thank you is commonplace in November. On Monday, November 6 and Tuesday,
November 7, in five locations — Cary, Chapel Hill, North Durham, South Durham, and
Raleigh — you’ll get a chance to offer your gratitude for the Congregation and your local
community. While enjoying treats and coffee/tea, participants will share the things about
our communities, and the Congregation, for which they are grateful. The gatherings will be
as follows:
Monday, November 6 from 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.

¢ In North Durham at the home of Janet Hortin and J Geneczko

¢ In Raleigh at the home of Carl Hollomon
Tuesday, November 7 from 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.

e In Cary at the home of Amy McMann and Miguel Roman

¢ In Chapel Hill at the home of Marianne and Christian Wilson

¢ In South Durham at the home of Kimberley Caulfeild
Sign up here to meet others, choosing whichever location and time fits best for you. A
summary of the gratitude conversations will then be shared with our new pastor, as a way
for him to quickly learn about the Congregation. For more information, contact Morgan

Dynes.

NOVEMBER FELLOWSHIP

It's fall and time to bring out your pumpkin and apple
recipes! The Fellowship Committee is hosting a post-
worship "Snackluck" on Sunday, November 12, in the
lower level of the Chapel. In case you are not aware, a
snackluck is a simplified version of a potluck. All are
invited to bring a pumpkin or apple dish, or snack to
share (but please attend regardless of whether you can
contribute or not). Drop off your items in the Chapel
kitchen prior to worship. Remember to pick up your
dish at the end of the event. Come to break bread and spend time in gratitude together.

LGBTQ+ FELLOWSHIP

Members of the LGBTQ+ community and their allies
are invited to attend the monthly fellowship gathering on ‘
the third Sunday of each month from 12:30 p.m. -1:30

p-m. in the Chapel kitchen and by Zoom. The next @DukGChapel
meeting will be November 19. For more information or

the Zoom link, please contact Tom Link.

CREATING COMMUNITY WITH YARN

There’s a wonderful community of knitters and crocheters in the
Congregation whose mission is making hats and scarves for several
agencies in the Durham area that are supported by the Congregation.
If you’re interested in joining our community, please contact Tamela
Davis for more information.




CONGREGATION PICNIC

Laughter, conversation, and good food created a wonderful atmosphere for the annual
congregation picnic. Thank you to all who participated and to the Fellowship Committee
for their work in making it all happen.

EDUCATION

WORKSHOP WITH RIMES MCELVEEN

On Saturday, November 11 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Rev. Rimes McElveen will lead a workshop on “Porous
Christian Community” in the fellowship hall of Trinity Avenue
Presbyterian Church. The time together will provide an
opportunity to get acquainted with Rimes and to consider how
the church can be a welcoming community. Trinity Avenue
Presbyterian Church is located at 927 W Trinity Ave.,
Durham. A fee of $10 per person will help defray the cost of a
catered lunch. Please reqister in advance by signing up here
by Tuesday, November 7.

OCTOBER BOOK GROUP

The October book groups are discussing Life Together in Christ:
Experiencing Transformation in Community by Ruth Haley Barton on I—
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. The Zoom links IN CHRIST
are: Morning Book Group, Evening Book Group. The final reading for A —
November 1 is: chapters 6-9, pages101-158.

ADULT FORUM

With a variety of guest speakers, the Adult Forum offers presentations and discussions on
a wide range of topics in Westbrook 0012 and by Zoom on Sunday mornings from 9:45 -
10:45 a.m. The thought-provoking topics include Biblical studies, current social issues, and
the work of mission agencies.



November 5: Hendrika Vande Kemp, Ph.D. Retired Clinical Psychologist and

Family Therapist- "Music and Mourning: The Brahms 'Requiem' Through the Lens of

Grief"

 November 12: Joy Reeves, Master of Environmental Management student, Duke
University Nicholas School of the Environment, and author of Growing Up in the
Grassroots - "Moving Past 'Okay, Boomer': Intergenerational Stewardship in an Era
of Climate Change. " How can we learn to be not just stewards of God’s Creation,
but also mentors, unifiers, students, and leaders across generational/age divides?
(Especially in a culture where generations are pitted against each other in
resentment over climate failures?) How does Scripture link intergenerationality,
memory, and care for creation?

e November 19: TBA

e November 26: TBA

YOUNG ADULT GATHERING
Young adults, University graduate students, their partners, and others are invited to attend

an online discussion of Joshua, Judges, and Ruth on the 2nd gnd 4th Sundays of the
month. The next gatherings will be on Monday, November 13 and 27 at 6:30 p.m. by
Zoom. All are welcome to attend. Questions and a wide range of perspectives are
encouraged. Please contact Alexander Jones for additional information.

ADVENT STUDY

The focus of this year's Sunday morning Advent Study will be Heaven
and Earth: Advent and the Incarnation, a new study written by Will
Willimon,. The study will introduce participants to the God who not only
cares about us, but is willing to show up among us and do something
with us, here, now. The class will be held in Westbrook 0012 from 9:45
—10:45 a.m. on Sundays, November 26, December 3, 10, and 17.
Copies of the study book will be provided. The study is beginning one
week before Advent in order to conclude before December 24.

ADVENT BOOK GROUP
Beginning on Wednesday, November 29, readers will discuss
Becoming Amish: A family's search for faith, community and
purpose written by Jeff Smith. The book tells the story of Bill and
Tricia Moser, who lived in one of America's wealthiest communities,
when they stepped away and began a journey that led to a horse-
and-buggy Amish life. Themes of community, living simply, and
incarnation will be part of the conversation. The book groups will
meet by Zoom for four weeks at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. The
Zoom links are: Morning Book Group, Evening Book Group. The
reading plan is as follows: R

e November. 29:p. 1-60

e December 6: p. 62 - 128

e December 13: p. 130 - 187

e December 20: p. 190- 243

MISSION

NOVEMBER PARTNER AGENCY - Meals on o0

Wheels (MOW) "
Meals on Wheels of Durham delivers a nutritious meal, .

a safety check, and a smile that serves as a lifeline to

seniors of limited mobility. This combination goes well

beyond fighting the battle against hunger that threatens MEALS en WHEELS
one in six of America’s seniors — it provides the support DURHAM

and peace of mind that enables them to remain safely

and securely in their own homes as they continue to age. Enabling seniors to stay in their
own homes means they remain happier, extends their independence, and helps them stay
connected to the communities and surroundings that provide them comfort. The powerful



side effect of this result is that it means seniors can stay out of expensive nursing facilities
and hospitals.

RACIAL EQUITY GROUP

The Congregation’s Racial Equity Group seeks to work for racial justice through prayer,

education, partnering with others, and direct service. The group meets monthly by Zoom
and welcomes all who wish to participate or simply learn more. The next meeting will be
Thursday, November 2 at 7:30 p.m. Here is the Zoom link. For additional information,

contact Gary Bauer.

NOVEMBER BACK PEW COLLECTION — Meals on Wheels (MOW)

In addition to providing free or low-cost meals for seniors in Durham, Meals on Wheels
(MOW) also provides pet food to clients with pets. The delivery of pet food is the result of
a report several years ago that seniors often shared their meals with their pets, as they
could not afford pet food. This program has been so appreciated by the clients that it has
served as a model to other MOW organizations to begin doing this. Another added service
is the delivery of nutritional supplements (Ensure or Glucerna) to those clients whose
health care providers have indicated they need supplements. The agency depends on
donations to provide these supplements. Please consider making a donation on the Back
Pew Collection on Sundays, November 12 and November 19. Donations of any type of
cat or dog food and any flavor of Ensure or Glucerna would be greatly appreciated.

F URBAN MINISTRIES DINNERS
~NA A The Congregation serves dinner at Urban Ministries of

Durham once a month, rotating between the 2nd

URBAN MINISTRIES Sunday and 4th Wednesday. Donated lasagnas are
needed for the monthly dinner to help feed our
OF DURHAM unsheltered neighbors. Please sign up here to bring hot
lasagna to serve 24 ( such as two party-sized Stouffer’s
lasagnas) to Urban Ministries, 410 Liberty St., Durham, on Sunday, November 12 at 5:00
p-m. Four to six volunteers are needed to stay to plate the meals. Please make a note in
the comment section of the sign-up form if you plan to stay. For those who like to plan
ahead, the next date for dinners will be Wednesday, December 27.

REALITY MINISTRIES TALENT SHOW

For the first time since 2019, Reality Ministries is coming to DPAC! The
Reality Ministries Talent Show will feature artists and performers of all
abilities on Thursday, November 16. Tickets to the event are free. The
art gallery opens at 5:30 p.m. and the show begins at 6:30 p.m. SBCs0i v oY

$30pm  Show: 43C

A HABITAT HOUSE DEDICATION

W asro~  Allare welcome to attend the Habitat for Humanity house dedication on
m' Saturday, November 18 at 3:30 p.m. located at 106 North Plum Street,

- Durham. This house is jointly sponsored by the Congregation at Duke
Habitat Chapel, Duke Chapel, the Duke Habitat for Humanity student group, First
for Humanity®  Presbyterian Church, and other partners. This is a time to celebrate with a

new homeowner.

NOVEMBER SATURDAY SERVICE PROJECT - Meals on Wheels (MOW)

On Saturday, December 2 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., members of the Congregation
and friends are asked to assist at Meals on Wheels of Durham, located at 2522 Ross
Road, Durham. Since pet food is often donated in large bags, it must be divided into
smaller quantities for distribution to clients. This is done by volunteers. Also, during the
Christmas season, clients are given a choice of Christmas gifts from a list provided to
them. The qifts are wrapped by volunteers. Please consider volunteering to assist with
these tasks. Please sign up here.

GOOD TO KNOW



CONGREGATION MEETING TO ELECT PASTOR NOMINEE

The Congregation Council has called a special Congregation meeting for Sunday,
November 19 to begin 15 minutes after the conclusion of the worship service and held by
Zoom and in 0012 Westbrook, located in the lower level of the Divinity School. The item of
business for this meeting is to vote on the Search Committee’s nomination of Rev. Rimes
McElveen to be the Sr. Pastor of the Congregation beginning February 1, 2024. Detailed
materials on Rimes and the search process is here. This is the Zoom link for those who
will not be attending in person.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday, November 5. Please remember to “fall
back” by setting your clocks back one hour.

OFFICE CLOSED
The Congregation office will be closed on Thursday, November 23 and Friday,
November 24 in recognition of the Thanksgiving Day holiday.

WHY | GIVE by Dave Rendall

The Sunday morning service is one of the highlights of my week
because | always find it so spiritually worthwhile. The variety of
highly accomplished and spiritually centered preachers, the
extraordinary music and choir, the wide variety of people who
attend, and the magnificent Gothic building in which the worship
services are held all contribute to my looking forward to every
Sunday morning at 11:00 AM. Since | always find the services
personally worthwhile, | consider it a responsibility that | support
the Congregation and the Chapel financially. | would encourage
anyone who attends Sunday Church Services at Duke to
contribute whatever amount he/she can because doing so
supports this extraordinary opportunity we all have to attend these services and to
practice Jesus’ teaching that it is more blessed to give than to receive.

v

MEET A CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBER
Administration Council Representative: Kate Courtney
Hello, I'm Kate! | joined the Congregation in March 2022. |
moved to Durham in 2020 and started “attending” the Chapel by
watching the live streams on YouTube and then when | was
vaccinated and felt safe, | started attending in person. | grew up
in a small town in Kansas, and got my bachelor’'s and master’s
degrees from The University of Kansas (I know, “Boo! Hiss!”,
I've heard it.) After graduating, | lived in the Kansas City suburbs /7
for a few years before moving to Boston. When COVID hit, | L
decided it was time to move to a more affordable city, and

decided on Durham. I've loved it and | just bought my first home in May! Professionally,
I’'m a software engineer. | work from home, with my cat, Mr. Ashley, providing constant
supervision and my dog, Hadley, insisting on sitting on my lap, ruining my ergonomics. In
my free time, | enjoy throwing pottery, woodworking, eating desserts, and starting way too
many projects in my new house. If it's the weekend, I'll probably be at Home Depot.

OCTOBER COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Meeting was held October 17 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.
e Treasurer’'s Report: Total donations for September totaled only 66% of the monthly



budget. The Fiscal YTD we’re at 69% of the budget for giving. Total expenditures
for September were 76% of the monthly expenditure. Committee Reports included
the following highlights:

e The Senior Pastor Search Committee has nominated Rimes McElveen to be the
next Senior Pastor of the Congregation at Duke University Chapel.

e The annual Congregation Picnic takes place Sunday October 22.

e Children’s Ministry, Congregational Care, Education, Mission and Outreach
Committees activities continue with ongoing and planning of future events.

The next meeting will be held November 16 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.

OCTOBER FINANCE REPORTS

Actual through | Annual
Replemben 2042 September 2023 | Budget
Contributions $65,421 $390,000
Other Income $1,377 $0
Restricted Assets Released $0 $0
Expenses $100,821 $404,288
Difference -$34,023 -$14,288
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COMING IN NOVEMBER

November Birthdays

1 Ann Sanders

2 Joe Schnople

4 Jeremy Martin

6 Jonathan Coulter; Erin O'Connor

7 Jane Gagliardi; James Garrison

8 Carter Pack

9 Dick Heitzenrater; Randy Jirtle; Liza Nye

10 Jessica Hulett; Sean O'Connor; Jim Parker; Franklin Snyder; Ann Winters
11 Jeff Harrison

12 Nolan Harris

13 Tamela Davis; Genevieve DeAlmeida; Harry Nolan
14 Kirsten Ford; Amani Wilson; Karen Witzleben



15 Layne Baker; Lisa Zuo

16 Scott Harmon; Scott Hill; Erica Moore; Ken Pittman; Jack Steele
17 Jen DeNeal; Bill Wager

18 Chip Chesson; Elizabeth Huettel; Nicholas Huettel; Philip Snyder V
19 Acelynn Bock; Caroline Haynes; Eleanor Smith

20 Ellen Davis; Duncan Wilson

21 June Griggs; Jim Ferguson; Nelson Strother

23 Ellie Ferguson; Sam Hansen; Ned Hickey

24 Martha Hall

25 Roxanna Bottjen

26 Robbie Cox

November Worship Services at Duke Chapel
Online Worship:
Worship Services continue to be broadcast live on Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
From the Duke Chapel website: Tune in live to Sunday morning services on the Duke
Chapel YouTube Channel, channel 12 of the Duke Hospital TV System, channel 110 of
the Duke Campus Vision TV system, and WDNC Radio (620 AM). Listen to rebroadcasts
of services on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. on WPTF Radio (680 AM), as well as on The
People's Channel on Spectrum Cable in Durham and Chapel Hill.
Preaching Schedule

e November 5 — The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean, Duke Chapel

¢ November 12 — The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean, Duke Chapel

e November 19 — The Rev. Bruce Puckett, Assistant Dean, Duke Chapel

e November 26 — The Rev. Racquel Gill, Minister for Intercultural Engagement, Duke

Chapel

Communion Sundays

The sacrament of communion will be celebrated during worship on Sundays, November 5
and November 19. For those who are worshiping online, please bring bread and wine or
grape juice to the service.

JOYS AND CONCERNS

e Andrew Montgomery Beckwith: Andrew, son of Mary Sheldon and Jonathan
Beckwith, and brother of Jack Beckwith, was baptized on October 22.

e L[ee Lawrence: Lee is recuperating from lung surgery
e Joe Schnople: Joe, who is now in hospice care, plans to celebrate his

103" birthday on November 3.

PRAYER REQUESTS: To request confidential prayer from members of the Prayer
Ministry, please send your confidential request to the Prayer Ministry .

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: All e-News articles and announcements are to be submitted to
the following e-mail address: congregation@duke.edu by 5:00 p.m. each Monday.




SUBSCRIPTION MANAGEMENT: Please send corrected email addresses or requests to
be unsubscribed to congregation@duke.edu.

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION AND INCLUSION
The Congregation at Duke University Chapel joyfully welcomes all persons regardless of
age, race, class, origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other distinction and
invites membership and participation in all of its ministries.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Visit our Website | Visit our Calendar | Online Giving

Email | Phone: 919-684-3917 | Mailing address: Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974

f O v O

The Congregation at Duke University Chapel
Staff

The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg Phyllis Snyder Evan Bille
Senior Pastor Children’s Pastor Communications and
and Office Administrator Outreach Assistant

Morgan Dynes Alexander Jones Ken Moland
Pastoral Assistant Pastoral Assistant Pastoral Assistant
Discipleship and Community  Youth and Young Adults Pastoral Care



John Murphy
Duke Divinity School Intern

Congregation | 401 Chapel Drive, Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974
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