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Greetings!
From the

“| saw a new heaven and a new earth... And the one Senior Pastor

who was seated on the throne said, “See, | am

making all things new.” (Revelation 21:1,5)

For a year now, we have acknowledged that we will never go back to what was “normal.”
During the pandemic, we may have discovered that some of our previous “normal”
patterns were unnecessary or created too much stress. We have learned new ways of
doing things, some of which make sense to continue. What we have not yet discovered is
what our “new normal” will be. Questions abound.

This past Sunday, Dean Powery announced that the University leadership has granted the
Chapel permission to hold in-person services as early as mid-May. We know that masks,
social distance, hand-washing, and registration will be part of this initial reopening. We do
not yet know the details of how this will work and when it will begin. Chapel staff will be
working diligently to create and communicate plans as soon as possible. Nonetheless,
questions abound.

Prior to this Sunday’s announcement, the Education Committee had already started
planning “Post Pandemic?,” a virtual retreat planned for May 15. The retreat will address a
variety of questions, but will not specifically focus on worship. This opportunity is timelier
than we anticipated; | invite your participation.

While questions about the future abound, there is one thing that is certain. Our Risen Lord
is with us, promising to make all things new.

With faith and joy,

Carol

This Sunday April 25

Sunday morning classes will meet virtually from 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m. as follows:

o WEE PRAISE: Children ages 0-3 along with parents or caregivers may utilize the
online videos previously shared via email. Watch for a new video to be shared this
week? If you are not receiving emails with this information, please contact Phyllis
Snyder.

e GODLY PLAY: Children ages 4-5th graders can find a new video, and re-watch
previous videos, on the Congregation’s YouTube channel.

e YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS: For students in 61—12t" grade, Confirmation
Class Zoom link is here.

e ADULT FORUM: Carl Hollomon, Congregation member — “Holy Fire.” Adult Forum
Zoom link is here.

UNIVERSITY WORSHIP 11:00 a.m. Online

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Preacher: The Rev. Bruce Puckett, Assistant Dean of Duke Chapel
Worship Online Here

Lectionary Readings

All are welcome!

MEETING AFTER WORSHIP




e The Education Committee will meet at 1:00 p.m. The meeting Zoom link is here.

EDUCATION

MAY RETREAT: “POST PANDEMIC?”

Questions abound. When will the pandemic end? What can we safely do? What is the
latest research? How do we take care of ourselves and each other? What have you
experienced? How has faith helped? Join others in exploring these questions at a virtual
retreat on Saturday, May 15 from 9:00 a.m. to 12-noon. Four experienced individuals will
lead the three sections of this retreat.

o Dr. Bart Haynes, Professor of Medicine and Director of the Human Vaccine Institute
at Duke University School of Medicine, will address current research and conditions
pertaining to COVID-19.

e James Osborne, Director of Community Outreach and Education at Alliance Health,
will address overcoming the trauma of the pandemic and ways to take care of
ourselves and each other.

o Dr. Kelsey Armstrong, Podiatrist, and Peppi Browne-Armstrong, Manager, are the
owners of Armstrong Podiatry and Sports Health. As sharing stories is one means
of encouragement, the Armstrongs will share their experience of family life during
the pandemic as they juggled the demands of two jobs, two school-age children,
and a medical practice.

All are welcome to participate in this retreat. Here is the sign-up and Zoom link for the
retreat. For questions, please contact the Congregation Office.

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY

University graduate students, other young adults, and their partners are invited to a virtual
Bible study on the second and fourth Mondays of the month. The next meeting dates are
April 26, May 10 and May 24 at 6:30 p.m. The conversation will focus on the book of
Romans this semester. All questions and perspectives are welcome. This is the Young
Adult Bible Study Zoom link. Please contact Matt Wright for additional information.

ADULT FORUM SCHEDULE

With a variety of guest speakers, the Adult Forum offers presentations and discussions on
a wide range of topics. The thought-provoking topics include Biblical studies, current social
issues and the work of mission agencies. Adult Forum Zoom link is here.

May 2 — Nathaniel Metz, Duke Divinity School Intern for the Congregation - "Jesus the
Lamb of God: Animal Liberation Theology."

May 9 — Dr. Brittany Wilson, Associate Professor of New Testament, Duke Divinity School
- "Women in the Gospel of Luke."

May 16 —Alberto Borges, Ecologist and Geographer - "The Marsabit Tree Project; Coming
Together to Reforest, Re-grass and Renew a Desert Oasis."

May 23 — To be announced.

May 30 — No class due to Memorial Day holiday weekend.

PHILOSOPHY STUDY GROUP

The Philosophy Study Group meets on the 18t ang 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
to discuss philosophy and faith. The NEW Zoom link for this group is here. The next
meetings are May 4 and May 18. New participants are welcome at any time.

UPCOMING BOOK GROUPS

In the month of May, readers are invited to discuss Dream with Me: Race, Love, and the
Struggle we Must Win by John Perkins. Perkins has worked for racial justice for decades
and calls all to live out God’s redemptive love. Discussions on this book will be
Wednesdays, May 5, 12, 19 and 26 at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

In June, readers will turn to a collection of writings by Howard Thurman, Moral Struggle
and The Prophets. The book includes a number of Thurman's sermons on the prophets as
well as other writings. Discussions on this book will be Wednesdays, June 9, 16, 23 and
30 at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. The book discussion links are as follows:

The morning Zoom link is here. and The evening Zoom link is here.
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FELLOWSHIP

ART FOR ANTIRACISM AND INCLUSION

"Art is not what you see. It's what you help others see." -Edgar Degas.

Artists...of all skill levels. It is time to knock the dust off of your art implements, and that
creative part of your brain, in order to help the Congregation develop visual symbols of
antiracism and inclusion. It is our hope that once we are able to return to the Chapel in
person, these symbols that represent our commitment to antiracism and inclusion will be
featured as signs of welcome to all. Art in all of the glorious mediums (drawing, painting,
crayons, glue, glitter, playdough, fabric, photography, videos, string, etc., etc.) are
encouraged. The deadline for entering is May 3. For more information and to join, please
click on this link.

MAY FELLOWSHIP EVENT

Grand Opening of the Congregation’s Virtual Art Museum and Praying in Color
Please join the Fellowship Committee for a special event as we “open the doors” to our
first ever Virtual Art Museum on Sunday, May 23 at 4:00 p.m. The date for this event was
chosen in remembrance of George Floyd, who died on May 25, 2020. Artwork

submitted for the Visual Statement of Antiracism and Inclusion contest will be unveiled.
Come see the inspiring artwork and meet the artists. In addition, Congregation member
and a Managing Director at Duke Divinity School’s Leadership Education, Gretchen
Ziegenhals, will lead us in a special prayer practice. Bring your paper, colored pencils,
crayons, and markers to the event so that you may experience Praying in Color.
Gretchen will teach the method as conceived by Sybil MacBeth, who describes Praying

in Color as being “a wordless offering of friends and family into the care of God. The page
of drawings [becomes] a visual reminder to pray.” Gretchen will provide a concrete,

visual way for all of us (no matter our age or our drawing ability) to pray for antiracism
and inclusion. The Zoom link is here.

MISSION

W57 RELIGIOUS COALITION APRIL VIRTUAL BACK PEW COLLECTION — RCND
t:}s’ E%Ri 4 !?Oﬁfliw?g The Virtual Back Pew collection this month is for the

il o R Congregation’s Partner Agency, The Religious Coalition for
a Nonviolent Durham. Their work continues during the pandemic. The annual Vigil for lives
lost to violence in 2020 can be viewed here on YouTube. The Reconciliation and Reentry
Ministry has the most immediate needs due to the increased number of Durham residents
being released from prison. Here are several ways to assist in welcoming them home:
1.  $25 Walmart gift cards. These can be purchased online here. Have cards mailed to:




Drew Doll, 2802 Broad St, Durham NC 27704.

2. Make up a Welcome Home box, which includes groceries and toiletries. The cost is
about $75. If you choose to prepare a box please see these detailed instructions and
contact Judi Vos, 919-403-0584 for additional information.

3. Purchase individual items from the list that makes up the Welcome Home boxes.
These items include: toothbrush, toothpaste, dental floss, razor, shaving cream, creamy
peanut butter, instant oatmeal, instant grits, canned soup, canned veggies, tuna, canned
fruit. Contact Judi Vos, 919-403-0584, for pick-up and delivery.

PRAYERS FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

A short prayer service focused specifically on racial justice and reconciliation is offered on
Monday evenings, at 8:00 p.m. These prayer services will be offered through the month
of April. Here is the link for the prayer service.

MAY PARTNER AGENCY - FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD \l“

Families Moving Forward (FMF) helps families in the crisis of Ve \_'
homelessness find their way home. Temporary housing (usually s\

for about 90 days) is provided in addition to case management, <y

skills education, and connection to community resources to help 1lhieac
parents and children thrive in stable homes. Twenty-one families Fam!he&
can be supported at their facility at a time. Once placed in ¥ OVlng -
permanent housing, FMF continues to work with families for up l*()]‘wa]'d

to one year, helping them reach their goals of increased self-
sufficiency and stable housing.

MAY VIRTUAL BACK PEW COLLECTION - FMF
One activity that answers the question "what can | do to help?" is to contribute to the
monthly Back Pew Collection. During May, this collection will be supporting Families
Moving Forward, located on Queen Street in Durham. Families Moving Forward provides
shelter and care and education for families in need, usually for about 90 days. Present
needs, for helping parents wash their children’s clothes, are:

¢ |aundry detergent

e Dbleach

e dryer sheets
Also needed are:

e cleaning supplies

e gas cards for residents going on job interviews (the bus is not currently running

during Covid-19)

Other needs for families to take to their new homes are:

¢ New twin or full sheet sets

¢ New comforters

o New towels
In addition, FMF has an Amazon Wish List, which can be found here.
Feel free to contact Linda Daniel by email, or phone at 919-971-9717, if you need help
getting a contribution to FMF. Check out FMF’s website for other ways to contribute.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
t\ Habitat for Humanity of Durham is building Plum Street and Morning
m Glory Avenue into a community of 21 affordable homes, connecting

neighbors in a way Durham Habitat never has. A two-minute video and
their Building Blocks campaign describes their plan.

Habitat

for Humanity”

GOOD TO KNOW

LENTEN PROJECT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

As a way to be aware of their own blessings, and also to give to others,
children and families were invited to take part in a special project during
the season of Lent. The first step was to create a collection container.
Then, weekly, read information about Zoe Empowers. Each week there




was also a response activity to the reading, which resulted in the
collection of coins to be donated to Zoe Empowers. Eight children,
representing four families, participated in the Lenten Project which
benefitted Zoe Empowers. A total of $268.35 was collected for Zoe.

CALL FOR GRADUATION INFORMATION

If you, or a family member, will be graduating from high school,
college, or graduate school in May or June, please contact the
Congregation Office so your accomplishment can be
celebrated in the June eNews.

FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT CRAIG DeALMEIDA

In our Strateqic Plan, each of the four domains appearing in our mission statement
(Chapel Worship, Christian Education, Community Service, and Life Together) has its own
page with specific items for maintaining strong foundations (what we do well already) and
deepening connections (what we aspire to do well). But also on each of these pages is a
thoughtfully chosen description and Bible verse. On the Community Service page, these
are, respectively, “Deepening our Outreach to Neighbors both Near and Far,” and “WE
WILL. . . Act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God. -Micah 6:8 (NIV)” While “Near
and Far” may have been conceived considering our strong foundation of “empowering
vulnerable populations through local and global ministries,” it takes a different significance
with the deepening connection to “commit to intentional learning about current social
issues.” Here it can mean neighbors who are near and far from our own personal
experience, no matter their physical distance from us. Jesus, while only traveling on foot,
exposed and sought to reconcile the distant attitudes between neighbors—as followers of
Jesus, how can our Congregation do the same and be those whom Micah described?

APRIL COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Virtual Council Meeting was held Thursday, April 15 at 7:30 p.m.

Present: Han Setiawan, Fran Steele, Craig DeAlmeida, Drew Middleton, Ken Arneson,
Lucy Worth, Rick King, Diane Garber, John Mullins, Regina King

Absent: Ben Wechsler, Brady Surles

Ex Officio: Carol Gregg, Phyllis Snyder

1. Action and Discussion: Committee reports had been received and reviewed before
the meeting. They were approved unanimously.

2. Treasurer’s report: Rick reviewed the Budget vs Actuals report that he had
distributed the earlier. March 2021 giving is down, but we are still in the black.

3. Budget. The budget for the coming fiscal year was reviewed and with a few small
adjustments, will be presented for approval at the May meeting.

4. Triennial statement of expectations between the Chapel and the Congregation,
which had been distributed for comment earlier, was reported as sign by both parties.

5. Next Meeting: Thursday, May 20, 7:00 p.m.

APRIL FINANCIAL REPORTS
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COMING IN MAY

May Birthdays

1 Charlyse Myhand-McDaniel

2 Sanford Pack

3 Anna Gass; Adrian McDaniel

5 Kamsi Nzeh

6 Peter Moller; Morgan Washam

7 Michael Hohenstein; Ernestine Hulett; Matthew Miller; Harry Phillips; Maya Simbolon;
Phillip Smith

8 Ann Skye

9 Sam Arneson

10 Luke Wirzba

12 Gloria Ayee; Oscar Newlin-Guerrero

13 Renee Puckett; Lachlan Wolfe

14 Ken Arneson

15 Lauren Bell; Will Willimon; Callum Wolfe

18 Keith Campbell; Kathy McLaughlin; Dave Rendall
20 Hen Di Siu

21 Chase Bannister; Mary Eubanks; Brady Surles
23 Kathryn Lester-Bacon

24 Aubrey Gabbert; Troy Page

25 Teeny Sander; Daniel Warren

27 Han Setiawan

28 Sandra Greene; Claudia Haskins; John Mullins; Mindy Solie
29 Charlotte Peters

30 Leisa Dennehy; Patience Sowa

May Worship Services at Duke Chapel — ONLINE

Worship Services will continue to be broadcast live on Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

From the Duke Chapel website: Tune in live to Sunday morning services on the Duke
Chapel YouTube Channel, channel 12 of the Duke Hospital TV System, channel 110 of
the Duke Campus Vision TV system, and WDNC Radio (620 AM). Listen to rebroadcasts
of services on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. on WPTF Radio (680 AM), as well as on The
People's Channel on Spectrum Cable in Durham and Chapel Hill.

Preaching Schedule

May 2 — The Rev. Bruce Puckett, Assistant Dean of Duke University Chapel

May 9 — The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean of Duke University Chapel

May 16, Ascension Sunday — The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg, Senior Pastor of the
Congregation at Duke University Chapel

May 23, Pentecost Sunday — The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean of Duke University
Chapel

May 30 — The Rev. Megan Pardue, Senior Pastor of Refuge Home Church in Durham, NC

JOYS AND CONCERNS

e Jenn Collins — Jenn is recovering from a broken collar bone.



e June Griggs — June is recovering from a fall.
e [ uke Powery — Luke is recuperating from a broken leg and ankle.

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION AND INCLUSION
The Congregation at Duke University Chapel joyfully welcomes all persons regardless of
age, race, class, origin, sexual orientation, or any other distinction and invites membership
and participation in all of its ministries.

I e ———————
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Visit our Website | Visit our Calendar | Online Giving

Email | Phone: 919-684-3917 | Mailing address: Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974
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