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13.	 Penguen, 2012. 

This image depicts Erdoğan contemplating a more cen-
tralized presidential system. An inquiring citizen asks, 
“What kind of  political system do you have in mind?” 
Erdoğan answers, “I’m not saying it has to be an Amer-
ican style presidency, let’s work on creating a Turkish 
system.” But he wears a turban as if  advocating for the 
establishment of  a sultanate.

14.	 Penguen, 2014. 

In response to protests, Erdoğan states, “I have a 
dream!” The captions evoke his claim that a veiled 
woman was assaulted and beer was consumed in 
mosques by protesters: “In the Kabataş district, pro-
testers assaulted my veiled sister while holding bottles 
of  beer…” The last statement recasts his claim as an 
erotic fantasy: “And they were naked from the waist 
up!”
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15.	 Penguen, 2016. 

In a comment on press censorship, a citizen is shown 
pondering, “I haven’t died today either… my God, 
how strange!” Then he continues, “Wait, or maybe I’ve 
died and due to media censorship I haven’t received the 
news yet?!”

Timeline 

1299-1922 Ottoman Empire - Republic of 
Turkey 1923-Present

This exhibit weaves through four generally recog-
nized periods of  Turkish history: the End of  Empire/
Constitutional Period (1876-1922), the Early Republic 
(1923-1960), the Era of  Coups/Transition (1961-1996), 
and the Erdoğan era (1997-present).

1299-1918 Ottoman Empire.

1923-Present Republic of  Turkey. 

End of Empire/Constitutional Period  
(1876-1922)

 

1876 First Constitution. The reign of  Sultan-Caliph 
Abdülhamid II (1876-1908) is often characterized as 
autocratic, much like that of  Turkey’s current presi-
dent, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. Abdülhamid was brought 
to throne by the Young Turks, a group of  nationalist 
politicians, intellectuals, army officers, and exiles living 
in Europe, who formed the empire’s first constitutional 
government. However, by 1878 Abdülhamid had sus-
pended parliament and the constitution, returning the 
country to an absolute monarchy.  

1908 Coup d’état by the Young Turks. A group of  
disaffected politicians, army officers in Ottoman lands, 
and a vibrant exiled Ottoman community in Europe 
orchestrated a coup against Abdülhamid II. The sultan 
re-instituted the Constitution in 1908, but by then it 
was too late. The Young Turks come to power promis-
ing more freedom and democracy. Despite the cen-
sorship laws, there was a significant rise in demand for 
print materials, particularly cartoons and satires. The 
demand actually outstripped the supply of  paper, lead-
ing some printing houses to publish their newspapers 
and journals on wrapping paper and packing paper. 
The Young Turks ruled from 1908 to 1918 and over-
saw the dissolution of  the Ottoman Empire.
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1914 Assassination of  Archduke Ferdinand; com-
mencement of  World War I. The Ottoman Empire, 
led by the Young Turks, chose to side with the Central 
Powers. 

1918 End of  the Ottoman Empire 1918

1920 Treaty of  Sèvres. The Treaty of  Sèvres ratified 
the dissolution of  the Ottoman Empire and allowed 
for the occupation of  Turkey by Britain, France, 
Greece, and Italy. Greece, for example, occupied 
modern-day Izmir (formerly Smyrna) and the Darda-
nelles. Britain occupied Istanbul. The occupations were 
rejected by Turkish nationalists. This same year, a new 
Turkish government formed in Ankara led by Mustafa 
Kemal. 

1921 Turkish government, unrecognized by the Eu-
ropean occupying powers, adopts a new Constitution 
and National Pact, confirming the right of  full Turkish 
sovereignty over lands with a Turkish majority. 

1922 Abolition of  the Ottoman dynasty by the newly 
formed Republic of  Turkey.

1919-1923 Turkish War of  Independence: Mustafa 
Kemal, who became known as “Atatürk” (father of  
the Turks) and leader of  the Republican People’s Party, 
is named President of  the new Republic of  Turkey. 
Ankara, or Yeni Şehir (new city), is declared the capital. 
The war concludes with the Treaty of  Lausanne: the 
Allied forces recognized Turkey’s sovereignty within its 
newly defined borders, and Turkey gives up all claims 
on former Ottoman lands. 

The Early Republic (1923-1960)

1924 A new constitution is written, granting all power 
to the Grand National Assembly of  Turkey, and the 
Caliphate (religious leader of  [Sunni] Muslims) is abol-
ished.  

1925-1935 The new republic undergoes a period 
of  reforms and attempts at modernization known as 
the Kemalist reforms, after Mustafa Kemal. Turkey 
declares itself  a secular state following the French 
concept of  laïcité, strictly separating government affairs 
from the influence of  religion. Numerous reforms are 
in fact aimed at diminishing the role of  religion, specif-
ically Islam, in everyday life. Medreses (Islamic religious 
schools) are abolished, as is the Ministry of  Religious 
Affairs and Pious Foundations. Restrictions are an-
nounced on the use of  the Fez (a traditional hat often 
associated with pious men), and women are discour-
aged from wearing headscarves except during prayer. 
The call to prayer, always done in Arabic, is Turkified. 
Sunday is declared as the new weekly day of  rest, rather 
than Friday. Western fashions are encouraged, including 
suits and hats for men and short dresses for women. 
Family names are introduced, based on Western nam-
ing traditions. Women are encouraged and given greater 
freedom to participate in public life, to a degree.

1928 Alphabet Reform. Ottoman Turkish, written 
in Arabic script, is transformed into modern Turkish 
written in Latin script. The immediate effect was to 
make Turkish society illiterate almost overnight. In the 
long run, it would infuse the language with traditional 
Turkish words, eliminating some Arabic and Persian 
loan words. 

1938 Atatürk dies at the Dolmabahçe sarayı (palace).

1939-1945 Turkey is a neutral country for World 
War II. 

1946 First democratic and multi-party election. The 
ruling Republican People’s Party (Cumhuriyet Halk 
Partisi) wins.

1950 The Democratic Party (Demokrat Parti) wins 
the general election, marking the first time the Republi-
can People’s Party has been out of  power. 

1960 Coup d’état. After years of  political turmoil, and 
out of  fear that the ruling Democratic Party had grown 
too authoritarian, the military seizes power in order 
to “prevent fratricide.” The coup is orchestrated by 



37

the National Union Committee, led by General Cemal 
Gürsel. President Celal Bayar and Prime Minister Ad-
nan Menderes are arrested, and Menderes is executed. 
After the military takeover, General Gürsel is appoint-
ed President, Prime Minister, and Minister of  Defense. 
This is also the beginning of  a generally recognized 
Second Republic. 

The Era of Coups/Transition (1961-1996)

1961 A new constitution is instituted after a demo-
cratic vote by Turkish citizens. 

1971 Military Memorandum. Like many other coun-
tries in the 1960s, Turkey witnesses a surge in political 
activism, with new groups forming on the far right 
and far left. The decade is also marked by a difficult 
economic recession. The government, led by Süley-
man Demirel, becomes weakened by defections and 
essentially paralyzed. Rather than sending tanks into 
the streets, as it did in 1960, the military sends a memo-
randum, demanding the formation of  a strong govern-
ment and an end to the political strife. It is essentially 
an ultimatum. Demirel resigns and a new government 
is formed. 

1980 Coup d’état. Political activism in the 1970s 
grows deadly, with assassinations and counter-assassi-
nations. Minority groups such as Armenians, Kurds, 
and Shi’is, whose place in Turkish society is compli-
cated, actively discuss separatist ideas. When the state 
government essentially stops functioning, the military 
once again seizes power. A number of  purges follow. 
Through a new “public clothing regulation,” women’s 
headscarves are officially banned in public institutions, 
(government offices, schools, and universities). The 
1980 military coup is generally recognized as the begin-
ning of  the Third Republic. 

1982 A new constitution is instituted after a demo-
cratic vote by Turkish citizens. 

1990s The Gülen movement, or Hizmet (Service), 
grows in popularity and influence. An Islamic civil 
society movement, it is named after Fethullah Gülen, 
a popular Muslim preacher. Hizmet owns schools and 

universities all over the world and has a significant 
publishing industry, including newspapers, books, and a 
television program. 

1994 Rise of  the Refah Party, an Islamist party. This 
is the first instance of  official political Islam in the 
Republic of  Turkey.

1995 Necmettin Erbakan, leader of  the Refah Party, 
becomes Prime Minister, marking the first time the 
country is ruled by an Islamist political leader. 

The Erdoğan Era (1997-Present)

1997 Turkish military memorandum. With the role of  
Islam in the public sphere increasing, the military purg-
es some 160 officers and other personnel on suspicion 
of  Islamist leanings. The military leads a “soft coup,” 
pressuring Erbakan to resign. The headscarf  ban, 
enacted after the 1980 coup, is more strictly enforced. 
Fethullah Gülen, the popular preacher, is charged with 
inciting religious hatred and goes into self-exile. He 
currently lives in Pennsylvania. The Kemalist doctrine 
is reinstated.

1998 The Refah Party, and Necmettin Erbakan indi-
vidually, are banned from politics. In February, Istanbul 
mayor and Refah member Recep Tayyip Erdoğan is 
charged with inciting religious hatred after quoting a 
poem by Ziya Gökalp (1876-1924), a Turkish sociol-
ogist and influential writer. Erdoğan receives a ten-
month jail sentence. Eventually, Erdoğan and Abdullah 
Gül form the new Justice and Development Party 
(Adalet ve Kalkınma Partisi/AK Parti).

2003 Recep Tayyip Erdoğan is elected Prime Minister 
of  Turkey. He holds the position until 2014, when he 
becomes President. 

2010 Ban against wearing headscarves in universities 
is lifted. Similar bans against headscarves in public in-
stitutions and high schools are lifted in 2013 and 2014. 
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2013 Gezi Protests. A peaceful sit-in protest is orga-
nized by groups opposed to the government’s plan to 
demolish Gezi Park in central Istanbul. After a violent 
police reaction, a number of  other protest movements 
develop. Gezi Park remains a watershed moment in 
contemporary Turkish politics. Protest groups origi-
nally galvanized by the 2013 sit-in have developed into 
several splinter groups willing to oppose the govern-
ment on its different controversial plans. The govern-
ment continues to discuss ways of  removing the park, 
including discussion this past summer of  bulldozing it 
and building a large mosque. 

2016 Alleged attempted coup d’état. In a series of  
bizarre events, factions within the military attempt a 
coup. The coup is halted by protests in the streets after 
President Erdoğan, via Facetime, calls for the Turk-
ish population to defend democracy and the country 
against the plotters. Erdoğan almost immediately 
blames Gülen and Hizmet with attempting to lead 
the coup. As a means of  suppressing Hizmet, books 
by and about the group have been destroyed in book 
burnings. The daily Hizmet newspaper, Zaman, has 
been outlawed, its archive destroyed, and finally the 
group has been labelled a terrorist organization. More 
broadly throughout Turkey, the government has since 
used the incidents of  Onbeş Temmuz (July 15, the day of  
the alleged coup) as a means of  solidifying more pow-
er, attacking all sectors of  society, including freedom of  
the press and academics/educators. The purges contin-
ue in Turkey today, unabated and with no end in sight. 
It is for these current reasons this exhibition is named 
Yasak/Banned. 
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