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“Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart.” (Luke 2:19)

Mary had quite a year. The angel Gabriel told her she
would miraculously become pregnant. She and Joseph traveled 90 uncomfortable miles
from Nazareth to Bethlehem when she was near the end of her pregnancy. She delivered
in a most unglamorous spot and was visited by strangers, who spoke of a holy visitation.
What a year! She had plenty of private moments and public events to ponder.

As we draw near to Christmas, and near to the end of this calendar year, we, too, have
much to ponder. We will be wise to take some time to ponder all that has occurred within
2020, the good, the bad, the indifferent.

I pray that in this reflection, we will also find that which we can treasure. Mary was
treasuring the “good news of great joy for all the people.” (Luke 2:10b) In this final week of
Advent and in the Christmas celebrations to come, let us hear again the good news and
treasure it.

May God fill you with hope this Advent.

Carol

Christmas Eve Services
Duke Chapel will offer four virtual Christmas Eve services on Thursday, December 24  as
follows:

2:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Eve service from 2019 will be rebroadcast. This
service features Christmas carols, the story of Jesus’s birth, and participation by the
Congregation’s children.
 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion Worship for 2020. This service will include a
sermon by Dean Powery and music from the Durham Children’s Choir. Plan on
having bread and wine or grape juice so you can experience Communion during
this service. 
11:00 p.m. Service of Lessons and Carols from 2019 will be rebroadcast. This
service combines music and scripture to celebrate the birth of Jesus.
The Marvel of This Night – The special Christmas Eve service produced in 2019
will be available for viewing from Christmas Eve, December 24 through
Epiphany, January 6.



Links for each of these services are on the Duke Chapel website. 

This Sunday December 20

Sunday morning classes will meet virtually from 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m. 
WEE PRAISE: Children ages 0-3 along with parents or caregivers may utilize the
online videos previously shared via email. Watch for a new video to be shared this
week! If you are not receiving emails with this information, please contact Phyllis
Snyder. 
GODLY PLAY: Children ages 4-5th graders can find a new video, and re-watch
previous videos, on the Congregation’s YouTube channel.
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY: For students in 6th–12th grade, Youth Bible Study Zoom
link is here.
ADULT FORUM: Christopher Redmon, PhD Student in Religion, Duke University,
will present "Prophetic Flesh and the Christmas Story". Adult Forum Zoom link is
here.

UNIVERSITY WORSHIP 11:00 a.m. Online
Fourth Sunday in Advent
Preacher: The Rev. Kathryn Lester-Bacon, Director of Religious Life, Duke University
Chapel
Worship Online Here
Lectionary Readings
All are welcome!

FELLOWSHIP

SUPPORT FOR THOSE WHO MOURN
Growing thru Grief, a free, open, confidential program sponsored by a coalition of area
religious and civic organizations, including the Congregation, offers year-round support to
people who have lost a loved one. Participants are meeting on Zoom each week on
Tuesdays from 4:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., with a presentation followed by small group
discussion. Here is a preview of the coming speakers:

December 22: Janet Stolp
December 29: Vivian Harris speaking on “The Ugly Shoes Club”

Please send a request by 8:00 a.m. on Monday to admin@growingthrugrief.org for the
Zoom link. Everyone must register every week. For more information, see the Growing
thru Grief website.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM THANK YOU
Thank you to all who contributed to the Christmas program held virtually last Sunday.
Children, readers, musicians, participants, and the Fellowship Committee all helped to
make the event memorable. 

Mary and Baby Jesus Joseph obeying God's word
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Angel Angels

Shepherds & Sheep Wisemen

POINSETTIAS DELIVERY
Thank you to the volunteers who brought poinsettias to members who are ill or grieving.
On behalf of the Congregation, members of the Visitation and Care Ministry spread some
Christmas cheer. 

MISSION

HOLIDAY GIVING – ZOE EMPOWERS GIFT MARKET
The Zoe Empowers Gift Market continues to be open!  This
link will take you to the sign-up for these gifts. Please pay
through the Congregation PayPal account, making sure to put
“Zoe Market” in the message field. You may also mail a check
to the Congregation Office. The funds we raise will allow us to
continue our level of support for the important work in

empowering orphans to become independent adults who support themselves and their
family members. 
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If you have considered going to Zimbabwe to meet our orphan group, but were not able to
make the trip, a great opportunity is coming up! Zoe Empowers is offering virtual mission
trips and the Congregation has one scheduled March 23-25. Each of the 3 days there will
be a 1.5 hour Zoom meeting where we will be able to meet and interact with ZOE staff and
some of the orphans in the program. Please save the dates. We will have more
information in January.  

THANK YOU, ANGELS
All of the gifts requested for this year’s Angel Tree are now in route to
families in the community. Thank you for supporting Duke’s Project Share
which helps to create holiday memories for select Durham residents. 

HEAVENLY HUGS HATS
The loving hands of the Heavenly Hugs Hat ministry have made over
200 hats, scarves, and other items to give to our community. Shelter
residents, Meals on Wheels recipients, and the Duke NICCU are
some of the recipients. Thank you to all of the creative volunteers!
To learn more about this ministry, contact Tamela Davis. 

JANUARY PARTNER AGENCY – URBAN MINISTRIES
OF DURHAM
Urban Ministries of Durham (UMD) connects with the
community to end homelessness and fight poverty by
offering food, shelter and a future to neighbors in need.
They are the public shelter for single adults in Durham and
the back-up shelter for families. UMD assists anyone in
need, regardless of race, ethnicity, religious belief or non-belief, sexual orientation, gender
or gender identification, or disability. Practical help and genuine hope is offered to shelter
residents and community clients through their Community Shelter, Community Café, and
Food Pantry and Clothing Closet.

JANUARY VIRTUAL BACK PEW COLLECTION - UMD
The Congregation’s nonprofit partners in Durham are seeing record increases in need at
this time. The Mission and Outreach Committee is creating a virtual version of the monthly
Back Pew Collection in order to help our neighbors.

The January partner agency is Urban Ministries of Durham (UMD). Their ongoing needs
are on an Amazon Wish List at this link. You can order and have your contribution shipped
directly, using their address: 410 Liberty St, Durham NC 27701. If you prefer to shop
elsewhere, you can use the Wish List as a guide. Gifts and used clothing in good condition
can be dropped off in person weekdays 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Contact Judi Vos if you have
questions.  

EDUCATION

ADVENT BOOK GROUP
Two book groups are meeting to discuss Light of the World by Amy-Jill
Levine. The book groups will meet for the last session on Wednesday
December 23 at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Please read chapter 4
for December 23. New participants are welcome at any time. Zoom links are
here: Morning Book Group, Evening Book Group.

ADULT FORUM – UPCOMING TOPICS
With a variety of guest speakers, the Adult Forum offers presentations and discussions on
a wide range of topics. The thought-provoking topics include Biblical studies, current social
issues and the work of mission agencies. Adult Forum Zoom link is here.
December 27 – No class.
January 3 – Michael Larbi, Duke Divinity Student and Pastoral Assistant for the
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Congregation at Duke Chapel – “Life Together Groups Testimony Day”.
January 10, 17, 24, & 31 – Speakers to be announced.

GRAD STUDENTS AND YOUNG ADULTS
University graduate students, other young adults, and their partners are invited to a virtual
Bible study on the second and fourth Mondays of the month. Next meetings dates are
December 28, January 11, and January 25 at 6:30 p.m. All questions and perspectives
are welcome. This is the Young Adult Bible Study Zoom link. Please contact Matt Wright
for additional information.  

CONNECT IN A SMALL GROUP
Life Together, the Congregation’s small group discipleship ministry, had a good start this
fall. Nearly 30 people are meeting every two weeks in four groups to share their lives and
prayers with one another. Space is available in each of these groups and a new group is
forming. Please sign up here to join a Life Together group starting the week of January 3.
All groups will meet virtually until further notice. 

PHILOSOPHY STUDY GROUP
The Education Committee is considering offering six more weeks of a Philosophy Study
Group. The discussions, led by Brian Stratton, would explore the intersections of
philosophy and Christianity. The proposed study group would meet for six sessions, on the
first and third Tuesdays of the month from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. by Zoom. Meeting dates
would be January 5 & 19, February 2 & 16, and March 2 & 16. If interested, please sign
up here. You may also indicate topics of interest if you wish.

EVERYTHING BELONGS BOOK GROUP
The book groups starting on January 13 will focus on Richard Rohr’s
book, Everything Belongs: The Gift of Contemplative Prayer. In this book,
prolific author and Franciscan priest Richard Rohr encourages the
practice of contemplative prayer for greater intimacy with God. The book
groups will meet at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. for four weeks starting
Wednesday, January 13 . The reading plan is as follows:

January 13: Chapters 1 & 2
January 20: Chapters 3 & 4
January 27: Chapter 5
February 3: Chapter 6 & Coda.  

Zoom links are here: Morning Book Group, Evening Book Group. 

FACING THE ANTHROPOCENE
In the Facing the Anthropocene series, Norman Wirzba interviews leading scholars in
political economy, history, anthropology, theology, philosophy, environmental humanities,
and law, in order to examine the conditions under which a hopeful future might be
imagined. The weekly series on Thursdays at 12-noon starting January 21. Norm
Wirzba is a member of the Congregation and professor of theology at Duke Divinity
School. 

RETREAT TO START THE NEW YEAR
All are invited to attend a virtual New Year’s Retreat on Saturday,
January 23, 2021 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. on “Practicing Trust in
Times of Transition,” led by Christian writer and teacher Marilyn
McEntyre. The morning will consist of three 45-minute sessions
focused on how to practice trust in times of transition. Each session
will include a presentation by Marilyn, as well as the reading of a
short poem or passage and a brief writing exercise to fuel further
thought and conversation. Please register here for this retreat. 

GOOD TO KNOW

ADVENT AT HOME
Lighting home Advent Wreath candles for the third week of Advent.
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Please share YOUR family’s Advent wreath pictures with us! Send to Children’s Pastor,
Phyllis Snyder, for inclusion in this section of the eNews during December!
 
Need instructions on how to make and use an Advent Wreath? Click here for a video
made by Ms. Phyllis. 

OFFICE CLOSED
The Congregation staff will be on holiday the follows days:

Christmas Eve: Thursday, December 24
Christmas Day: Friday, December 25
New Year’s Eve: Thursday, December 31
New Year’s Day: Friday, January 1
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day:  Monday, January 18

CHRISTMAS LETTERS
For those who write an annual Christmas letter, please send one to the Congregation
office. The staff enjoy hearing family news!

FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT CRAIG DeALMEIDA
As part of our Christmas traditions, we spend a lot of time thinking about gifts and what we
want to give other people. In our Congregation’s strategic plan, one of our essential
commitments is Faithful Stewardship of Gifts. The plan read, “We celebrate the cheerful
givers and generous gifts in our midst — gifts of time, talent, and treasure — prompted by
the Holy Spirit. We are prudent with and respectful of everyone’s contributions. These
collective resources are prayerfully used by the Congregation for building up the Kingdom
of God.”

The Stewardship and Finance Committee has continued its quiet work of managing our
treasure, and our staff and committees stay within our means when using those resources,
the vast majority of which comes from your giving. Both regular giving and special gifts
allowed the Missions and Outreach Committee to distribute a record $64,100 to local
agencies this month as part of annual mission grants. I thank you for being a cheerful
giver to the Congregation. 

DECEMBER COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
The Congregation Council met December 10 for fellowship as has been our custom. Carol
opened the gathering with a devotion on “waiting”. We divided into small groups using
Zoom breakout rooms to informally share Christmas traditions, and things we were doing
differently during the pandemic (2 sets of breakouts). We reported out to the whole group
after each breakout. It was sometimes hard to find commonalities but it was interesting
and fun to try. Two examples from 2 groups: watching a lot of online concerts, and
rewatching The West Wing from Season 1, Episode 1. Craig closed with prayer and we
wished each other “Merry Christmas!”  

DECEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT
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COMING IN JANUARY
January Birthdays
1 Marcy Hansen
3 Ernie Ruckert
4 Samuel Gass; Kendall Manuel
5 Mary Anderson
6 Jordan Hains; Michael Young
7 Mel Snyder 
8 Lee Guile; Nancy Marks
9 Katerina Kucera
10 Lisa Smith
13 David Jessen; Camey VanSant
14 Scot Woodrum
16 Franca Alphin; Dillon Gabbert
18 Nick Wisner; Kyle Woodrum
19 Gina Harrison
20 Adora Gallo; Ed Harlow
21 Ray Briggs; Melissa Grosso; Harrison Johnson; Jane Phillips; Fran Steele
23 Jan Gwyer; Ari King; Terry Anna Yuschok
24 Kate DeAlmeida; Diane Hummelbrunner; Joe Krenicky
26 Anna Corpening; Phillip Martin; Carolyn Penny; Mak Siu
27 Shaun Pack
28 Wade Penny; Whitney Sandor; Hayley Skye
29 Peggy Ray; Carlynn Winters
30 Judy Arneson; Kristen Blackman Hohenstein; Lee Lawrence; Julian Recio-Garcia
 
January Worship Services at Duke Chapel – ONLINE
Worship Services will continue to be broadcast live on Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
From the Duke Chapel website: Tune in live to Sunday morning services on the Duke
Chapel YouTube Channel, channel 12 of the Duke Hospital TV System, channel 110 of
the Duke Campus Vision TV system, and WDNC Radio (620 AM). Listen to rebroadcasts
of services on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. on WPTF Radio (680 AM), as well as on The
People's Channel on Spectrum Cable in Durham and Chapel Hill.
 
Preaching Schedule
January 3 – The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg, Senior Pastor, Congregation at Duke Chapel
January 10 – The Rev. Dr. Will Willimon, Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry,
Duke Divinity School
January 17 – The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean of Duke Chapel and The Rev. Bruce
Puckett, Assistant Dean of Duke Chapel
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January 24 – The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean of Duke Chapel
January 31 –  The Rev. Kathryn Lester-Bacon, Director of Religious Life, Duke Chapel

JOYS AND CONCERNS

Linda Gauger - Linda is recuperating from surgery to repair a broken thumb.
Judith Goodman – Judith will be moving to Ohio on January 6.
Eleanor Smith - Eleanor is recuperating from knee replacement surgery. 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Visit our Website | Visit our Calendar | Online Giving

Email | Phone: 919-684-3917 | Mailing address: Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974
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