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Call Number: 10 items Lab Number:  2013/14-099 

Library/Department: Rubenstein Library Author/Artist: various 

Librarian:  Pavelich/Armacost Title:   various 

Date Examined: 4/29/2014 Publication Date:   various Number of pages:  

Examined by:  Beth Doyle Size:   H        cm W     cm T        cm 

Special instructions:   Review and prepare for exhibition; opens in April 2014 

  Items are in stable condition and can be loaned                    Item should not be loaned because of its condition 
 

**COMPLETE BEFORE LOAN** 
Civil War Amputation Kit (hcobbA0001) 
40.5 cm W x 13.4 cm L x 7cm T 
 
Wooden box contains a bone saw, three long knives, one short knife, a switch-blade style knife, a curved 
instrument, a chamois, and a screw-type brass instrument with a cotton strap attached. There is a small "trap 
door" with a white wooden (?) knob; when lifted it reveals a leather covered cylinder 4cm wide by 8cm in 
circumference. There is a small red piece of leather attached that is sewn on two sides, creating a place to slip a 
finger under as if to wear (e.g. like a finger pin cushion). There is an indentation for what looks to be a pair of 
pliers, but the instrument is not in the box. The box lid has a brass oval attached to it with the initials "RFG" or 
"RFC"; there is a key hole but no key is present. The interior of the box is lined with d velvet. 
 
All of the instruments are in good condition. The box is in very good condition, the wood has small nicks and 
scratches on it. The velvet is in good condition and is still very vibrant. This was in the Henckel exhibit at MCL in 
July 2013. No change, pre exhibit photo doc will use those images.   
 
Medical instruments in leather pocket case (Hanony0033)  
15cm W x 8cm H x 3.5cm  
 
The case is made of black leather; soft sided it has no stiffener and is supple. The case is designed to fold into 
thirds and is secured with a snap. Stamped "C.W. Alban St. Louis, Mo." In gold on inside flap. Inside are two 
pouches, each containing a variety of medical instruments. In one pouch is five scalpels, the other contains one 
pair of scissors (each pouch has slips for more instruments than are present). Cork strips protect the scalpel points 
and are adhered to the leather. 
 
The instruments appear in good condition, although somewhat tarnished. The leather is in fair condition. Where 
the case folds there is wear especially at the edges. The surface appears slightly dirty from wear. This was in the 
Henckel exhibit at MCL in July 2013. No change, pre exhibit photo doc will use those images. 
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Chloroform mask (HWILBA0058) 
8cm Wx 15cm H x 6cm T 
 
Metal ovoid frame with three bands intersecting across to form the mask, a spring wraps around the frame and 
ends with a loop. 
 
The metal exhibits some tarnishing on the back of the frame, and several areas of green patina are on the inside 
under the spring, two on the left side and two on the upper right as seen if the loop is oriented at the top.  
 

• Item needs a box. 
 
Broadside E-148 (D990464841), 1861 
40cm W x 33cm H 
 
Broadside is printed on heavy, cream wove paper with blue printer's ink. The media is in good condition. The 
paper exhibits some surface dirt.  
 
On verso: There is a dark yellow stain 2.5cm x 1.5cm at the upper left corner. A stamp "The Flowers Collection" in 
black ink is at the upper right corner. A pencil notation has been erased but is still somewhat visible is just to the 
left of the stamp. The top edge has a crease running from left to right, and there are creases at the lower left 
edge. The lower left corner is slightly damaged.  
 
On recto: surface dirt all over. A pencil mark is in the center. There is a straight, sharp score mark running from 
the left edge diagonally to the lower right, with an intersecting score to form an "X".  
 

• Item needs to be surface cleaned and re-encapsulated. We have permission to do this from Rachel Ingold, 
HOM curator.  

• Board and strap set needed for support. 
 
A Manual of Military Surgery (Conf Pam #660, D99153149+),  
1861 14cm W x 22cm H x 1cm  
 
Small bound pamphlet in six sections, plus added newer front and back sections. Sewn on sawed cords with a 
cotton thread. The original pamphlet's front cover is a pink paper printed in black printer's ink. The text is a cream 
wove paper printed in black printer's ink. An iron gall ink inscription is at the top of the cover. The original 
pamphlet was stab sewn in three places. Each section has been guarded and resewn through the folds. The edges 
are speckled with red ink.  
 
The cover has a white scarfed paper remnant at the top right corner. The left edge has been repaired with an 
extended tissue guard. The cover has general surface dirt and staining.  
 
The text paper is in good condition. The first page at top has a pencil and iron gall ink inscription, and a black 
stamp ink "The Flowers Collection". At the lower edge is a black-ink inscription "333807," which is repeated on 
page 7. The paper is heavily foxed on the title page, and foxed throughout to some degree.  
 

• Cover will be on display, upright cradle needed.  
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Early Recollections and Life of Dr. James Still (M00365657W), 1877  
13cm W x 19cm H x 3cm  
 
Cased cover in red cloth with simple blind tooled line and gold stamped spine. The book has been rebacked with 
the original spine overlaid. The corner show slight wear. There is evidence of a diagonal crease on the front cover 
at top right corner, and the back cover is creased horizontally at the center.  
 
The text is cream wove paper printed in black printer's ink. The sewing is in good condition as is the paper. The 
flyleaf is partially detached.  We could fix this but it could be exhibited as is with proper support. There is general 
surface dirt on the title page at the lower right corner.  
 

• Cradle needs to be made. Opens to title page and frontispiece.  
• Box when it comes back.  

 
Reminiscences of My Life in Camp (E #18805, D99004273Y) 1902 
13 cm W x 19.5 cm H x 1.5 cm T 
 
Cased cover in green cloth with gold stamped title on front board and spine. Corners are slightly worn.  Some 
wear at headcap and tailcap and along hinges.  
 
Text paper is stiff and brittle, the sewing is intact but some sections are starting to fail. Frontispiece and title page 
are in good condition. Title page has some discoloration from the glassine guard. There is a purple stamp at the 
top right corner of the title page, the ink is in good condition. General surface dirt on title page.  
 

• Cradle needs to be made. Opens to title page and frontispiece. We need to roll and secure the glassine 
carefully so both sides are visible.   

 
Manual of Military Surgery (Conf #228, D99136347%) 1864  
13.5 cm W x 10 cm H x 3.7 cm T 
 
Cased binding in brown cloth with blind tooled lines on covers and a black paper label on spine. Corners are worn, 
general wear and tear on the covers. Head and tail caps are slightly damaged, cloth is brittle. Title label is worn 
and has minor losses around edges and corners. 
 
Wove text paper is brittle. Printed in black printer's ink. Flyleaf has iron gall ink inscription that is in fair condition. 
There is a pencil inscription on the title page at top right and on secondary title page at top right. Sewing is brittle, 
some sections are becoming loose. There is severe staining on every page where the plate pressed into the paper. 
There is also a lot of foxing throughout.  
 

• Cradle is needed. Opens to plate 5, knee surgery (flagged). Plate is heavily stained.  
• Item needs box.  
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Our Army Nurses (Holland, M00087962W) 1897 
16.5 cm W x 23cm H x 4 cm T 
 
Cased binding in brown cloth with black and gold decoratively stamped cover. Edges are speckled. Corners are 
worn, top right front corner is dinged. Tailcap is worn. Some minor wear at joints.  
 
Wove paper is printed with black printer's ink. Paper is brittle. Spine lining is detaching. Front hinge is loose. 
Lithograph at Preface is detached. Sewing is fragile.   
 

• Front cover will be exhibited. Upright cradle needed. 
• Evaluate for repair after exhibit. 

 
Homeopathic medicine bag (Hanony0060)  
34 cm Wide x 16 cm deep x 20.5 cm Tall 
 
19th century Brown alligator leather medicine bag with metal locking clasp. The leather is in fair condition 
exhibiting much surface abrasion. Corners are particularly abraded.  
 
Inside are several small corked bottles. Some contain pills and powders. One small glass vile is missing. Many 
corks are loose. Bag is difficult to open and close, care must be taken.  
 

• Item will need adequate support if displayed open.  
 
 

**COMPLETE UPON ITEM’S RETURN** 
Note changes to the condition of the item (if any) here: 
All items returned in same condition. No changes noted. 
 
Note: It appears that sometime after installation of the exhibit; the saw in the Civil War Amputation Kit was removed from its 
location and placed on top of the velvet spacer. This may have been done to increase the visibility of the saw. No damage 
seems to have occurred from this relocation and nothing is actually missing; however it does indicate that HOM items are 
possibly being handled after installation without presence of Rubenstein employees.  

Date Examined:  9/30/14 Examined by:  Rachel Penniman 
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