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Greetings! From the
This Summer, as part of my master’s thesis research, Pastoral Assistant
| attended many different churches in my hometown
and observed the atmospheric elements of their -
services (lighting, music, imagery, etc.). Despite one or two unpleasant experiences, there
were many moments of sacred beauty, such as when an elderly woman in a tiny church
gave me a hug and told me how grateful she was that | visited their church. | witnessed
wonderful worship spaces in unexpected places. The most loving atmospheres |
experienced didn’t come from fancy lights or sound equipment or even having the most
beautiful cathedral in town. Loving atmospheres happen when churches find ways of
encouraging those moments of care like that woman gave to me. | visited another church
in a renovated shopping center, whose only religious imagery came from second-hand
donations from other church basements and laminated 'stained glass' stickers they put on
the windows. But they still managed to organize their space in ways that encouraged love
and made hatred not only immoral but even unthinkable.

There is a sacred beauty to be found when we love our neighbors. Of course,
atmospheres, architecture, etc. can't make us love, but they can certainly be a means of
encouraging those loving moments. | know I’'m biased, but Duke Chapel is my favorite
place of worship I've ever attended. I'll never forget sitting in that pew the first few weeks
and crying because it was so beautiful. | am so happy to be inside the Chapel again. But |
am most excited about once again sharing in those loving moments with my Duke
neighbors that takes place within that space. Even in pandemic times when we can’t
always hug, | know the Holy Spirit will guide us into new ways of expressing our love for
one another.

Lord, give us the creativity during this time to safely express moments of care that reflect
the grace you give us each day.

Nathaniel

This Sunday August 29

Sunday morning classes will meet virtually from 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m. as follows:

e WEE PRAISE: Children ages 0-3 along with parents or caregivers may utilize the
online videos previously shared via email. If you are not receiving emails with this
information, please contact PhyII|s Snyder

e GODLY PLAY: Children ages 4- 5th graders can re-watch previous videos, on the
Congregation’s YouTube channel.

e YOUTH BIBLE STUDY: Youth 6t th -12th grade will explore the book of Acts. The
Youth Bible Study Zoom link is here.

e ADULT FORUM: Members of the Congregation’s Racial Reconciliation Work Group
will present on the topic of justice. Adult Forum Zoom link is here.

UNIVERSITY WORSHIP 11:00 a.m. Online

Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost — Duke Opening Sunday
Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean of Duke Chapel
Worship Online Here

Lectionary Readings

All are welcome!




EDUCATION

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY

University graduate students, other young adults, and their partners are invited to a virtual
Bible study on the second and fourth Mondays of the month. The next gatherings are
August 23, September 13, and September 27 at 6:30 p.m. All questions and
perspectives are welcome. This is the Young Adult Bible Study Zoom link. Please contact
Matt Wright for additional information.

SEPTEMBER BOOK GROUP

On the four Wednesdays of September, book groups will meet at 10:00
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. to discuss The Black Church: This is Our Story,
This is Our Song by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. The morning Zoom link is
here. The evening Zoom link is here. The reading plan is as follows:
Sept. 1: Chapter 1, p. 15-62

Sept. 8: Chapter 2, p. 63 - 108

Sept. 15: Chapter 3, p. 109 - 148

Sept. 22: Chapter 4, p. 149 — 196

With a variety of guest speakers, the Adult Forum offers presentations and discussions on
a wide range of topics. The thought-provoking topics include Biblical studies, current social
issues and the work of mission agencies. Adult Forum Zoom link is here.

e September 5 — Julie Leyva, PhD Candidate in New Testament, Duke University -
"By Handwriting Alone? P52, the Egerton Gospel, and an Introduction to
Paleographical Dating."

e September 12 — Samia Serageldin, Author — topic to be announced.

e September 19 — To be announced

e September 26 — No class due to Duke University Class of 2020 Graduation

NEW MEMBER CLASS

The New Member Class is a series of four classes to introduce the Congregation at Duke
Chapel to prospective members. The fall class will be held on Sundays, September 12,
September 19, October 3 and October 10 from 9:45 a.m. -10:45 a.m. All those
considering membership in the Congregation are welcome to attend. For more
information, please contact Carol Gregg.

CHILDREN’S OUTSIDE GATHERINGS

Several outside Sunday morning gatherings are being planned for children and families
this fall. These Sunday School gatherings will be held in the Memorial Garden (the outside
area between the Chapel and the Divinity School) on the following Sunday mornings from
9:45 a.m. — 10:45 a.m.:

September 12

September 19

October 3

October 17

October 31

Watch for more details to be provided in the eNews, and in the weekly emails to families

from Phyllis Snyder.

MISSION

PRAYER SERVICE FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

The brief weekly prayer service for racial justice will resume next week. This service, led
by Nathaniel Metz, will be held virtually on Thursday evenings at 8:00 p.m. starting
tonight, August 26. This time of prayer is approximately 20 minutes; participants are
welcome to listen only or contribute their voices to the prayers. The prayer Zoom link is
here.

VIRTUAL BACK PEW COLLECTION - C2C
The Virtual Back Pew Collection for August will be for



Crayons2Calculators (C2C), to assist in their annual the
“Fill That Bus!” community campaign . Please consider
helping in one of the following ways:

e Order supplies from C2C’s Amazon Wish List

e Order supplies from C2C’s Walmart Wish List

¢ Financial contributions: On C2C's website, scroll down until you see the light blue

“‘Donate” button on the right side of the page.

Shopping for school supplies for your children or grandchildren? Consider getting some
things for C2C. Supplies can be dropped off at 808 Bacon St, Durham, on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 9:00 a.m.-4:00p.m. (enter through the entrance under the Bacon St
Center sign) — or phone 919-914-3847 to arrange an alternate drop-off time. NOTE:
Please do not bring donations to the Chapel.

CRAYONS

CALCULATODORS

VOLUNTEER AT REALITY MINISTRIES

Reality Ministries, one of the agencies supported by the
Congregation, is seeking volunteers to part of a dynamic
community of friends of all abilities sharing life together. The
wide variety of volunteer opportunities (daytime and evening)
include gardening, beekeeping, karaoke dance, art, music, cooking, and Bible study. More
information will be available at the Volunteer Gathering on Tuesday, August 31, at 7:00
p-m. at the Reality Center, 916 Lamond Ave., Durham. Potential volunteers may also
contact Tammy White Rodman, the volunteer coordinator.

ministries

SEPTEMBER PARTNER AGENCY — URBAN MINISTRIES BN

OF DURHAM e

Urban Ministries of Durham is committed to offering a service

environment that is based on respect, collaboration and URBAN MINISTRIES
accountability. With a long history in the downtown Durham OF DURHAM

community, and leadership from area faith communities,
Urban Ministries connects poor and homeless neighbors to food, shelter, and a future.

Until April 2020 with the onset of COVID-19 restrictions, volunteers associated with the
Congregation at Duke University Chapel served dinner to our neighbors at the 410 Liberty
Street shelter on the second Sunday of odd numbered months and the fourth Wednesday
of even numbered months. This ministry has been active for more than twenty years.
Traditionally, Congregation members have contributed cooked lasagnas each month while
the Congregation budgeted funds to cover the cost of the complete meal. The time
commitment is approximately 2 hours a month to deliver lasagnas and/or serve.

In the interim since April 2020 this project has been on hold and the Congregation Council
has generously supported this ministry with the donation of funds to cover the total costs
of the meals. We are hopeful that in the near future we can once again undertake this
worthy ministry with volunteers both delivering lasagnas and/or serving. At that point in
time, we will announce the next call for volunteers through Sign Up Genius in the eNews.
Any inquiries may be directed to Diane Garber, who is coordinating this project for the
Mission Committee, at dgarber7@frontier.com or 919-475-4957.

SEPTEMBER VIRTUAL BACK PEW COLLECTION — URBAN MINISTRIES OF
DURHAM

The Virtual Back Pew Collection for September will benefit Urban Ministries of Durham
Please consider joining the diverse community of supporters today! You can donate online
by clicking here.

FOOD BANK SERVICE PROJECT

Thank you to those who volunteered at the Food Bank last weekend. Participants packed
boxes of non-perishable food for those in need. Working with masks on in a large
warehouse felt safe for those involved. It was good to be part of providing neighbors with
food.



FELLOWSHIP

GRIEF GROUP TO MEET IN-PERSON
Growing thru Grief, a group sponsored by area religious and civic organizations including
the Congregation, offers year-round support for those who are grieving the loss of a loved
one. Participants meet on Tuesdays from 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Each meeting begins with
a short presentation about a part of the grief journey, and then continues in small groups
for sharing and conversation. On August 31, the final virtual meeting, Joan Eastman will
address “The Joys and Challenges of Meeting In-Person.” September 14 marks the return
to in-person meetings and the beginning of a six-week series on an “Introduction to Grief.”
The series speaker will be Jane Williams, a psychologist who has recently retired from
Wake Forest Medical School. Her topics are as follows:
September 14: Changes in Our Understanding of Grief
September 21: The Process of Grief
September 28: The Uniqueness of Grief
October 5: Narratives and Grief
October 12: Meaning Making and Grief

e October 19: Healing
To register for one of the Zoom meetings, please contact admin@growingthrugrief.org by
8:00 a.m. on the Monday, August 30. Starting September 14, Growing thru Grief will
meet in person at St. Paul’s Luther Church, 1200 W. Cornwallis, Durham. Participation
requirements will include proof of vaccination or a recent negative COVID test. For more
details about the in-person gatherings, please contact the support group leadership.

GOOD TO KNOW

DIVINITY SCHOOL INTERN

The Congregation welcomed a new staff person this week. Mindy
Erdmann, currently a senior in the Masters of Divinity program at Duke
Divinity School, joined the staff as an intern. Mindy will be teaching the
adult Bible study and working in the area of racial justice. Prior to



coming to the Divinity School, Mindy was a math teacher, then a staff
member for InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. Please welcome her to
the Congregation.

UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS OPEN

Effective August 16, Duke University returned to its normal building access for campus
buildings. Duke Chapel is now open to the public from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. when there
are no special events and registration to attend worship is no longer required. Face masks
are required of all individuals, regardless of vaccination status, when inside university
buildings.

UPCOMING EVENTS
o September 26 — Worship at The Forest at Duke
e October 10 — Congregation Picnic

MEET A CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBER
Secretary: Adriana Doi
| joined the Congregation at Duke University Chapel about 15 years
ago, along with my husband Richard Di Giulio, although neither of
us can remember exactly when that happened. We have been
attending worship at the Chapel regularly since then. | have
enjoyed being part of different Congregation activities including
Habitat for Humanity builds and other service projects. | have also

‘ made wonderful friends in the Women'’s Bible Study group, and
have learned a lot in bible study and book groups throughout the years. Outside of church
| live in Durham with my husband, dog and cat. | enjoy the beach, fishing and walks, and |
can be found in the tennis (and recently pickleball) court when I'm not at work as a
Regulatory Toxicologist.

AUGUST COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
e Meeting was held August 19 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.
e Treasurer’s Report: The July financial report for the Congregation showed that
giving was down for July, likely due to seasonality.
¢ Committee Reports included the following highlights:

When the Congregation is ready, in-person meetings and classes may resume.

2. The Congregation is in the process of converting to a new church management
system called “Breeze” which should facilitate online giving.

3. New Life Together groups will form in early September. Members of current groups
may choose to continue same group or join another group, and new members are
welcome.

4. Twenty-five percent of current year Congregation budget surplus will be awarded to
Missions and Outreach to distribute among partners.

o Next meeting will be held September 16 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.
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AUGUST FINANCE REPORTS
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COMING IN SEPTEMBER

September Birthdays

2 Cat Colvin; Dan Ford; Jordan McDaniel

4 Steve Dirksen; Anne Red Wright

6 Alexandra Butler; Michael Dennehy; Teddy Grosso; Henry Perry
7 Andrew Ghoddoussi

8 Mark Brown; John Sandor Jr.

11 Tony Willms

12 Ethan Goetzl; Maureen Johnson

13 Bert Alexander; Tom Manning; Drew Middleton; Bruce Mueller
14 Gary Bennett

15 Deni Armstrong; Mabel Cacchio; Craig DeAlmeida; Joan Fox; Levi Hains
16 Elaine Briggs; Liliana Guile; Gio Gullotto; Brian Stratton

17 Ben Lester-Bacon

18 Henry Corpening; Jo Anne Dewitt

19 Beth Gray; Christopher Ross

20 Gary Bauer; Jonathan Perry

21 Evebell Dunham; Doug Gallo; Julie Hockett; Erin O'Connor; Bruce Puckett; Gretchen
Ziegenhals

23 Jim Mau; James Spencer

24 Joel Boggan; Bob Claytor; Jim Haskins; Karen Heitzenrater

25 Ned Arnett; Elizabeth Kenly; James Peters

26 Padgett Gerler

27 John Foust; Lia King; James Nye; Leigh Wynkoop

29 Robert Califf; Peter Norris; Kellie Sims

30 Lois Oliver

September Worship Services at Duke Chapel

Online Worship:

Worship Services will continue to be broadcast live on Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

From the Duke Chapel website: Tune in live to Sunday morning services on the Duke
Chapel YouTube Channel, channel 12 of the Duke Hospital TV System, channel 110 of
the Duke Campus Vision TV system, and WDNC Radio (620 AM). Listen to rebroadcasts
of services on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. on WPTF Radio (680 AM), as well as on The
People's Channel on Spectrum Cable in Durham and Chapel Hill.

Preaching Schedule
e September 5 — The Rev. Dr. Nora Tisdale, retired Professor of Homiletics, Yale
Divinity School
e September 12 — The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean of Duke Chapel
o September 19 — The Rev. Bruce Puckett, Assistant Dean of Duke Chapel
¢ September 26 — NO WORSHIP due to Duke Graduation for Class of 2020

Communion Sunday

The sacrament of communion will be celebrated during worship on Sunday, September 5.
For those who are worshiping online, please bring bread and wine or grape juice to the
service.

Office Closed September 6
In observance of Labor Day, the Congregation Office will be closed on Monday,



September 6.

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE SEPTEMBER 26

When Duke University hosts commencement, the Chapel does not offer a Sunday
morning worship service. This year, Duke will offer two graduation weekends. The class of
2020 will be recognized on September 26 and the class of 2021 will graduate on May 8.
On graduation weekends, the Congregation holds a worship service in the auditorium at
The Forest at Duke. Please plan to worship at The Forest at Duke, 2701 Pickett Rd.,
Durham on Sunday, September 26 at 11:00 a.m. Rev. Ken Moland will preach.

JOYS AND CONCERNS

e Braden Birch: Braden, son of Brittany Bussian Birch and Tyler Birch, brother of
Bennett, and grandson of John Bussian, was baptized on August 15.

e Bob Clayton: Bob is recuperating from pacemaker surgery.
o Abigail Goetzl: Abigail, daughter of Lauren and Reuben Goetzl, and sister of Ethan,
was baptized on August 15.

e Harry Nolan: Harry is suffering from significant back pain.

e Carol Matteson and Corrie Odom: Carol and Corrie will be moving to Mississippi on
September 2.

e Charlyse Myhand-McDaniel and Adrian McDaniel, along with children Elijah
McDaniel, Jordan McDaniel,Cevaeh Bentley, and Israel McDaniel: Announce the
birth of their newest family member, Yaséla Regin-Eliana McDaniel, on August 16.



STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION AND INCLUSION
The Congregation at Duke University Chapel joyfully welcomes all persons regardless of
age, race, class, origin, sexual orientation, or any other distinction and invites membership
and participation in all of its ministries.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Visit our Website | Visit our Calendar | Online Giving

Email | Phone: 919-684-3917 | Mailing address: Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974
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The Congregation at Duke University Chapel

The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg Phyllis Snyder The Rev. Ken Moland
Senior Pastor Children’s Pastor Pastoral Assistant

and Office Administrator Pastoral Care



Nathaniel Metz Matt Wright Mindy Erdmann
Pastoral Assistant Pastoral Assistant Intern
Youth and Young Adults Duke Divinity School

Jazmyn McCoy
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Communications and Outreach




