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Dear Phyllis,

Reinhold Niebuhr wrote, “The hope of the resurrection…
embodies the very genius of the Christian idea of the
historical.” This is in a section of his book, Nature and the Destiny of Man, in which he
affirms the witness of scripture to the resurrection of the body. He acknowledges modern
versions of the Christian faith which affirm the immortality of the soul, rather than the
resurrection of the body, yet continues to uphold belief in the resurrection of the body. He
goes on in his writing to say:

All structures of meaning and realms of coherence, which human reason constructs, face
the chasm of meaninglessness when [people] discover that the tangents of meaning
transcend the limits of existence. Only faith has an answer for this problem. The Christian
answer is faith in the God who is revealed in Christ and from whose love neither life nor
death can separate us.

Niebuhr’s words remind me of those of the Apostle Paul: “If for this life only we have
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” (I Corinthians 15:19)

If ever we struggle with meaninglessness, apathy, or the inertia that comes from being
overwhelmed, perhaps we are to remember that “meaning transcends the limits of
existence.” Our hope is for Christ in this life and in that which transcends this life.

Christ is risen! God redeems. New life is possible.

May the peace of the resurrected Lord be with you.

Carol 

This Sunday, April 23

All Sunday morning classes meet in the lowest level of the Divinity School (across the
Chapel quad from Page Auditorium) from 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m. Come early for
refreshments at 9:30 a.m.

WEE PRAISE: Children ages 0-3 along with parents or caregivers in 0011
Westbrook.
GODLY PLAY: Children ages 4-5th graders in 0054 Langford.
YOUTH PROGRAM: Youth 6th-12th graders will meet in Westbrook 0015.
ADULT BIBLE STUDY: A study on the gospel of Matthew in 0013 Westbrook and
by Zoom. Here is the Zoom link.
ADULT FORUM: Ian N. Mills, PhD in Religion, Duke University, "Salvation through
Understanding: An Introduction to Early Christian Gnosticisms" in Westbrook 0012
and by Zoom. Zoom link is here.



UNIVERSITY WORSHIP 11:00 a.m. In-Person and Online
Third Sunday of Easter
Preacher: The Rev. Sarah Jobe, Chaplain, NC Correctional Institute for Women
Worship Online Here
Lectionary Readings
All are welcome!

MEETING AFTER WORSHIP
The Christian Education committee will meet immediately after worship in the Chapel
kitchen and over Zoom. All those interested in planning educational opportunities are
welcome to attend.

Mission

SERVICE PROJECT THIS SATURDAY– UCAN
If you like gardening and enjoy the outdoors, here’s your chance to
give back to the Durham community! Come to the Urban Community
AgriNomics (UCAN) Catawba Trail Farm, this Saturday April 22 ,
from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The farm is located approximately 20
minutes from Duke at 2080 Sawmill Creek Parkway, Durham.
Participants will be given a tour of the property, which includes many
original structures, and will be provided with the story of UCAN’s
development. Participants will then lend a hand at weeding and other tasks depending
upon current needs. Please sign up at this link . If you wish to receive the UCAN
newsletter, go to this link.

BACK PEW COLLECTION – UCAN
This Sunday, April 23, and April 30, help UCAN Catawba Trail Farm by bringing any of
the following items to drop off in the back pew:

Work and Garden Gloves (all sizes needed)
Small Hand Tools for Gardening
Bird Seed/Food

DURHAM HABITAT INTERFAITH BUILD
On Friday, May 5, Durham Habitat for Humanity is hosting an
Interfaith Build. This is an opportunity for different faith
communities to work together to build an affordable home, a
sense of community, and an understanding of the beliefs
represented. Sign up here. Sign up instructions: click on the May 5
shift from the calendar and select "Sign Up" from the pop-up box,
and then sign in to an existing account or select "Create New
Account." Participants will receive emails from Volunteer Hub
confirming the location and parking instructions.

FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD - MAY PARTNER AGENCY
To empower families needing safe and affordable housing in
Durham, Families Moving Forward provides temporary housing,
case management, skills education, and connection to
community resources. This organization is one of the twelve
community partners the Congregation supports. Families
Moving Forward will be our highlighted agency for May. 

MAY SATURDAY SERVICE PROJECT 
Volunteers are needed on Saturday, May 6 from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m. or 12:30-3:30 p.m. for
the second annual Rock the Block Day of Service for Families Moving Forward.
Participants will be revitalizing and beautifying the property with volunteer projects such as
painting, staining, mulching, gardening, cleaning, organizing, and creating a special FMF
mural in our facility. Volunteers must be 18 years of age or older to participate. To add to



the day's inspiration, there will be live music, a complimentary lunch, and the celebration of
service with our community! The location is 300 N. Queen Street, Durham. Please sign up
here.

MAY BACK PEW COLLECTION
Families Moving Forward welcomes donations of new sheet sets, pillowcases, towels,
detergent, and cleaning supplies. Donations may be placed on the back pew on Sundays,
May 7 and May 21, or ordered through their Amazon wish list.   

MAY URBAN MINISTRIES DINNER
The Congregation serves dinner at Urban Ministries of
Durham once a month, rotating between the 2nd

Sunday and 4th Wednesday. Donated lasagnas are
needed for the monthly dinner to help feed our
unsheltered neighbors. The next dinner is Sunday,
May 14 at 5:00 p.m. Four to six volunteers are needed
to stay to help package the meals. 

LUNCH ON FRIDAY?
Reality Ministries fosters friendships amongst people of all abilities marked by mutuality,
authenticity, and the reality of Christ’s love for all. One means of building friendship is
through the Reality Café, a monthly opportunity to have lunch with participants who also
have had a hand in preparing a delicious meal. There is no charge for the lunch, though
donations are welcomed. Members of the Mission Committee will be attending this lunch
on Friday, June 16 at 12:00 p.m. The lunch will be held at 916 Lamond Ave., Durham.
Please sign up here.  

Education

YOUNG ADULT DINNER AND DISCUSSION
University graduate students, other young adults, and their partners are invited to dinner
and Bible study on two Mondays each month. The next gatherings will be April 24, May 8,
and May 22 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel kitchen located in the lower level of the Chapel.
Come for a light supper and good conversation. The group is exploring Romans. Please
contact Laura Catherine Wilson for additional information.

ADULT FORUM
With a variety of guest speakers, the Adult Forum offers presentations and discussions on
a wide range of topics. The thought-provoking topics include Biblical studies, current social
issues and the work of mission agencies. Adult Forum Zoom link is here.

April 30 – Dr. Zebulon M. Highben, Director of Chapel Music, Duke University
Chapel
May 7 – Bishop Will Willimon, a professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry at



Duke Divinity School, will speak about his book, Aging: Growing Old in Church
May 14 – No class due to Duke Graduation
May 21 – TBD
May 28 – No class due to Memorial Day Weekend

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
The Sunday morning Adult Bible Study on the gospel of Matthew will conclude on April 30.
The summer Bible study starting on June 4 will focus on First Corinthians. The Sunday
morning Bible study meets in Westbrook 0015 from 9:45-10:45 a.m. and over Zoom. 

MAY BOOK GROUP
The focus for the May book groups will be Aging: Growing Old in
Church by Will Willimon, who is a professor of the Practice of Christian
Ministry at Duke Divinity School and author of numerous books. In this
book, Willimon takes a theologically rich look at numerous aspects of
growing old. Book groups will begin Wednesday, May 3 at 10:00 a.m.
and 7:00 p.m. Bishop Willimon will discuss his book at the Adult
Forum on Sunday, May 7 at 9:45 a.m. in Westbrook 0012 and by
Zoom.

The reading plan is as follows:
May 3: Intro, Chapters 1-3, p. 1-46
May 10: Chapter 4, p. 47-74
May 17: Chapter 5, p. 75-122
May 24: Chapters 6-7, p. 123 – 164

The Zoom links are: Morning Book Group, Evening Book Group, Adult Forum

EDUCATION RECESS AND SUMMER UPDATE
Sunday morning classes will not be held on May 14 due to commencement activities on
the Duke Campus, nor on May 28 due to the Memorial Day holiday. Academic year
classes for 2022-2023 will end on May 21.  Summer classes for all ages will resume on
Sunday, June 4 at 9:45 a.m.

Fellowship

GROWING THRU GRIEF
Growing thru Grief offers small group support to those who are grieving the loss of a loved
one. The meetings are held on Tuesdays from 4:30-6:00 p.m., with registration
beginning at 4:00 p.m. First time attendees must show proof of COVID vaccination and
booster(s). Meetings are held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1200 West Cornwallis in
Durham, corner of Pickett. For more details, please contact admin@growingthrugrief.org.
Upcoming topics are:

April 25: Navigating Other Peoples’ Responses to Your Grief (What Do People Get
Wrong about Your Grief? Healthy Boundaries and Self-Compassion)
May 2: The Great Grief Experiment (Distinguishing between Pain and Suffering.
Re-Framing Grief as an Experiment in Love)
May 9: The Way Forward (What Is Your Image of Recovery? The Tribe of After)

MAY FELLOWSHIP
The Fellowship Committee invites you to stay after worship Sunday, May 21, to enjoy
lunch with other worshipers in the Brodhead Center. The Brodhead Center, which is a
short walk from the Chapel, provides a wide array of dining options. Participants will
purchase their own lunch and then gather in the dining area by The Skillet, on the main
floor, to share a time of fellowship and food. Volunteers will be holding signs after worship
to provide directions. Everyone is welcome.

LILIES DELIVERED
Thank you to the members of the Visitation and Care Committee who delivered Easter
lilies to members who are homebound. Thank you also to the Chapel for encouraging this
sharing of Easter joy. 



GOOD TO KNOW

MAY 14 WORSHIP
There will be no Sunday morning worship service at Duke Chapel on May 14 due to the
University’s commencement events. The Congregation will offer a worship service in the
auditorium at The Forest at Duke, 2701 Pickett Drive, Durham on Sunday, May 14 at
11:00 a.m. The service will include the sacrament of communion led by Ken Moland, and
a sermon offered by Carol Gregg. All are welcome to attend in person; the service will not
be livestreamed. 

CALL FOR GRADUATION INFORMATION
If you, or a family member, will be graduating from high school,
college, or graduate school in May or June, please contact the
Congregation Office at congregation@duke.edu so your
accomplishment can be celebrated in the June eNews.

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING IN JUNE
Plan now to attend the Congregation’s Annual Business Meeting on Sunday, June 11.
The meeting will be back in-person for the first time since the pandemic! Lunch will be
served in the Divinity School Café immediately following worship. The business portion of
the meeting will be held in Goodson Chapel at 1:00 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS
April 26 – Shelter Dinner
May 6 – Service Project at Families Moving Forward
May 14 – Worship at The Forest at Duke
May 21 – Lunch in the Brodhead Center
June 11 – Annual Business Meeting

APRIL COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
The Congregation Council met on April 13 over Zoom. A major item of business was a
careful review of the first draft of the budget for fiscal year 2024. This budget will be
reviewed a second time by the council and then presented to the congregation for a vote
at its annual business meeting on June 11. For additional information, minutes, or financial
reports please contact congregation@duke.edu. 

MAY FINANCE REPORTS



COMING IN MAY

May Birthdays
1 Charlyse Myhand-McDaniel
2 Sanford Pack
3 Anna Gass; Adrian McDaniel
4 Myla Gorham
6 Peter Moller
7 Ernestine Hulett; Matthew Miller; Maya Simbolon; Phillip Smith
8 Ann Skye
9 Sam Arneson
10 Carolyn Stoe; Luke Wirzba
11 Helena Geraci
12 Gloria Ayee
13 Renee Puckett; Lachlan Wolfe
14 Ken Arneson
15 Will Willimon; Callum Wolfe
16 Louisa Mackessy
18 Kathy McLaughlin; David Rendall
20 Hen Di Siu
21 Chase Bannister; Mary Eubanks; Brady Surles
23 Kathryn Lester-Bacon
24 Aubrey Gabbert; Troy Page
25 Daniel Warren
28 Sandra Greene; Claudia Haskins; John Mullins; Mindy Solie
29 Charlotte Peters
30 Leisa Dennehy; Bunny McClure; Patience Sowa



May Worship Services at Duke Chapel
Online Worship:
Worship Services will continue to be broadcast live on Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
From the Duke Chapel website: Tune in live to Sunday morning services on the Duke
Chapel YouTube Channel, channel 12 of the Duke Hospital TV System, channel 110 of
the Duke Campus Vision TV system, and WDNC Radio (620 AM). Listen to rebroadcasts
of services on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. on WPTF Radio (680 AM), as well as on The
People's Channel on Spectrum Cable in Durham and Chapel Hill. 

Preaching Schedule
May 7– The Rev. Dr. Curtis Freeman, Research Professor of Theology and Baptist
Studies, Baptist House of Studies Director, Duke Divinity School
May 14 – NO SERVICE DUE TO DUKE GRADUATION
May 21 – The Rev. Racquel Gill, Minister for Intercultural Engagement, Duke
Chapel
May 28 – The Rev. Katharine Lester-Bacon, Director of Religious Life, Duke Chapel

Communion Sundays
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated during worship on Sunday, May 7, and
Sunday, May 28. For those who are worshiping online, please bring bread and wine or
grape juice to the service. 

OFFICE CLOSED
The Congregation office will be closed on Monday, May 29 in recognition of the Memorial
Day holiday. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS

Betty Hummelbrunner – Betty is ill with lymphoma.
Melissa Mills – Melissa is fatigued by long COVID. ​

PRAYER REQUESTS: To request confidential prayer from members of the Prayer
Ministry, please send your confidential request to the Prayer Ministry .

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: All e-News articles and announcements are to be submitted to
the following e-mail address: congregation@duke.edu by 5:00 p.m. each Monday.

SUBSCRIPTION MANAGEMENT: Please send corrected email addresses or requests to
be unsubscribed to congregation@duke.edu. 

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION AND INCLUSION
The Congregation at Duke University Chapel joyfully welcomes all persons regardless of
age, race, class, origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other distinction and

invites membership and participation in all of its ministries. 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Visit our Website | Visit our Calendar | Online Giving

Email | Phone: 919-684-3917 | Mailing address: Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974
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