Interviewee：Li Fuxuan，male，born in 1932，Xugu Village, Kuanzhuang, Fuming County, Kunming, Yunnan Province
Interviewer：Wu Wenguang，male，born in 1956，documentary filmmaker
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[image: ]

Notes:

Li Fuxuan started to recount the past with 1949. His very first sentence is that “My family were poor peasants.” He said that their family didn’t have any private lands. His father made felts for a living and he learned that from his father as a kid. They travelled much around the villages. Although his family was poor, Li Fuxuan went to elementary school. He was more interested in talking about the time after that. In the 50s, Li Fuxuan was about 20 and he became one of the first group of militia in the village. He took part in the activities of Land Reform (labeling, struggles, redistribution). Any family labeled as landlords would be forced out of their places. Their houses, furniture, clothes, livestock, tool and all the lands were given to poor peasants and hired peasants. There were countless violent “struggle sessions against landlords”. Li Fuxuan also talked about the labor during the Great Leap Forward, food distribution and hunger when eating at the canteen.


Transcript:

Wu: You were born in 1932?

Li: Yes.

Wu: So you were 26 in 1958?

Li: Yes.

Wu: Were you married then?

Li: I got married in 1952.

Wu: When did you stop going to school?

Li: I didn’t graduate from elementary school. I was in the third grads and couldn’t afford to go on anymore. I learned craftsmanship from my father.

Wu: What craftsmanship?

Li:  To flatten out felts. To make wool into clothes.

Wu: How long did you do that?

Li: Many years. At first I learned it as an apprentice. Later I did it myself. When I was 18 or 19, my father sent me to work for someone so that I would not be forcefully recruited. The family I worked for—Li Xingquan—was in charge of recruiting.

Wu: You were 17 or 18 at the time of liberation. Do you remember anything from that time?

Li: The liberation was at 1949. I was working for others in 1946 and 1947.

Wu: How about 1949?

Li: In 49, I went to other places with my father to make felt.

Wu: What label did your family get?

Li: Poor peasant.

Wu: Did you join in the Party?

Li: They first developed Old Lai and Old Zhong (into Party members). They didn’t ask me to then and I didn’t join the Party later either.

Wu: Who’s older, you or Old Lai?

Li: Old Lai was born in the year of sheep. He’s one year older than me. Old Lai, Old Zhong, Old Yin and I were together.

Wu: Oh, you are experienced. What do you remember about Land Reform?

Li: Land Reform started here in 1952.  We were repairing the copper road and we studied Land Reform. That was in 1951. Then we took part in Land Reform. It started here at the end of 1952 or beginning of 1953.

Wu: How much land did you get at that time?

Li: We had two acres.

Wu: How much land did they give you?

Li: The two acres of land I told you about. 

Wu: You didn’t have land before that?

Li: No. We were poor and landless. My father made felts and I worked with him.

Wu: Was there any landlords at Xugudi?

Li: Yes. Our village had the most landlords. Li Guocheng, for example, was the largest landlord. His family was huge and they did different jobs.

Wu: Did people struggle against them?

Li: Yes.

Wu: Did you see any of these sessions?

Li: Yes. I attended the struggles too.

Wu: How was a struggle done?

Li: We started the “purging the thieves and fighting against hegemony”. Poor people participated in it. Someone at Gaijia Village got beaten to death. One guy at Huitou (Village) wetted his pants when struggled against. Li Guoquan feed from the struggles. Some militia fell asleep and he and his brothers just strode over the soldiers and escaped. The oldest one smoked opium and died. The second and the third went away.

Wu: Oh, you remember all these. Were you in the militia?

Li: Yes. 

Wu: What did you do?

Li: We didn’t do much. We were called upon sometimes or we just stayed at home.

Wu: The militia needed to be at the struggle sessions?

Li: Yes. To keep them in order. People were randomly beaten up at Duoyijia (Village). We didn’t have that.

Wu: Did you see anyone being beaten?

Li: Yes.

Wu: What was it like?

Li: Someone was instructed to wield a twig and beat people who didn’t kneel down properly. At Duoyijia, they just used sticks to beat lots of people.

Wu: Did people get beaten uphere at Xugudi?

Li: Here the sessions were held at that yard. At Little Baipo Village, the sessions were held in a declined landlord’s place. 

Wu: Did landlords get beaten up here?

Li: Some were beaten with sticks, some with bare hands and some with shoes. It got worse later.

Wu: Why did they need to be beaten up?

(Interview 1 ends.)

Li: It was part of the “inspiring” (to inspire the peasants to vent their grievances). They were encouraged to say what the landlords were like and what bad things they did. They said how they were treated and when they spoke of sad things, they started to beat the landlords. Many people that got beaten were landlords’ mothers. Their sons escaped away like Li Guocheng and his brothers. Their oldest brother died from opium. His father was sent to Xundian and sent back to our village. He was managed by the agricultural cooperative, which was in charge of the village.

Wu: Did they catch the ones that ran away?

Li: Yes. I was sent to catch him…He went to Shalang (a place approximately 50 kilometers away) and captured by Shalang’s militia and sent to Haiyuansi. At the time of Land Reform, I was sent to get him back. He was held up in a prison at Huashan East Road in Kunming. I found my way there and brought him back. He was kept there for so long that he couldn’t walk. He was quite lucky too. He went to the West Gate and I ran into his brother-in-law herding three horses. I told him and I was to bring his brother-in-law back. He said okay. Another guy was with me and we three came back from Kunming riding horses.

Wu: How many people went with you?

Li:  We two went. I was with Wangkailiang’s father at Gaojia Village. He died a few years ago.

Wu: You went through a lot.  You are remembering things well. How many days were you on the road?

Li: We spend the first night at Changkou and went to Laobopo the next day.

Wu: Did the landlord want to go back to your village? Was he afraid?

Li: He was. We brought him back and gave him to the agricultural cooperative. He went through struggles and was sent to Xundian. His arms and back were all smashed up. He lost the flesh on one arm. We cured him at Xundian?

Wu: Why did they beat him?

Li: People were classified and denounced. He as a landlord escaped and was all the more criticized when he was back. After he got better at Xundian, he was sent to a labor reform team. He labored there and hewed out rocks. Later he was sent to Anning (another county).

Wu: I remember that during the Cultural Revolution, landlords were controlled where I was living. I remember that landlords weren’t allowed to attend Chairman Mao’s memorial meeting. 

Li: Correct. I attended all these meetings.

Wu: Talk about the Great Leap Forward please.

Li: The Great Leap Forward was in1958.

Wu: 1958? How did start?

Li: At that time…

Wu: Were all people gathered together to work. Communes were established and all the livestock and tool were put together.

Li: Yes. It couldn’t go on later, so people got separated.

(Interview 2 ends.)

Wu: How did the Great Leap Forward start?

Li: People were divided into production teams. Xiaoaipo was a team and Huitoushan was a team…

Wu: How did you work at first?

Li:  Lands were merged for a while. Villages wanted to exchange their food with Pingba Village’s wheat and corn.

Wu: Was the work hard?

Li: We worked hard but didn’t really produce anything,

Wu: Why?

Li: We pretended to be working. We worked at one village at a time and ruined all the crops. We finished one village during one night. People from the above saw that it was not working, so they changed their strategy.

Wu: You started to eat in the canteen then?

Li: Yes. In 1958.

Wu: How did you eat?

Li: We worked together during the Great Leap Forward. We ate where we worked. We were divided into groups and given food according to our age. Each family got a certain amount of food.

Wu: How were you put into groups?

Li: According to our age. Adults and kids were in different groups. They calculated the amount of food one family needed.

Wu: Did you get hungry?

Li: Not here. Duoyijia suffered from hunger. They ate up their food and waited for more from the above. They diluted their food.

Wu: Did you eat wild vegetables?

Li: No, but people from nearby villages came looking for vegetables.

Wu: Why was there food here?

Li: Our village lied about our harvest. We were thinking of ourselves. We didn’t report a big figure and were left with food.

Wu: You were responsible for recording work points. How did you lie about the harvest?

Li: For instance, when the above asked us for grains, we reported a harvest of 70 or 80 jin instead of 100 jin. Some grains were left then. We harvested more than what we handed in.

Wu: Were you ever hungry?

Li: Yes. But not for many days.
Wu: No one died of hunger?

Li: No one here. Two people died of hunger at Duoyijia. When someone died, people were sent here to hold meetings and conduct investigations. Here we were fed with sweet potatoes and potatoes.

Wu: When did things start to get better?

Li: In 1959 and 60. Things improved gradually.

(Interview 3 ends.)

Li: Things were good after that. The canteens were closed in 1961. Life got even better after that. We were never hungry again.

Wu: How did the canteens end?

Li: The canteens stopped cooking and each family ate on their own. People were given lands to farm on their own. Things got better.

Wu: Families couldn’t cook at the time of the canteens.

Li: No. We didn’t dare to.

Wu: How about doing it secretly?

Li: We were scared.

Wu: Didn’t dare to even when you were hungry?

Li: We could only eat leftovers. People with bigger appetite had to starve. We couldn’t have pigs either.

Wu: It was not allowed?

Li: How could we do it with no grains. We could keep chickens. No pigs for a while. We couldn’t even grow vegetables. That was in 1956 or 1957. My son still remembers that after the canteens, we could grow vegetables and had stuff to eat.

Wu: I heard from some other old people that someone ate hardy bananas.

Li: Had that at the canteen. Tasted really bad.

Wu: How did you cook them?

Li: We put them in the water and rinsed them off. We mixed them into flour. I didn’t have much of that.
Wu: How about markets?

Li: There was a time when nothing could be circulated. Selling and buying were prohibited.

Wu: Did this place get disorderly during the Cultural Revolution?

Li: No.

Wu: How about the life then?

Li:  Not good. We couldn’t find money.

Wu: Why were you hungry at times?

Li: Lands were merged and canteens were bad.  Hungry for a while. Our village was doing okay since we lied and had food left. Other villages were doing worse.
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Wu: You are talking well. You remember lots of things. There aren’t many old people left.

Li: I’m one of the oldest ones. Many died. The alive ones aren’t going to last long.

Wu: You look quite healthy.

Li: I’m doing okay with no big issues. Not good or bad. I can’t see very well.

(Interview 4 end.)
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