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DEEPENING CONNECTIONS
05.25.2023

Dear Phyllis,

As we approach the Festival of Pentecost this coming
Sunday, we are invited into the upper room with Jesus’
disciples. Luke tells us in Acts that they went there after
Jesus was lifted up and a cloud received Him out of their sight. The ten days between
Ascension and Pentecost found the disciples waiting with joy and anticipation. Luke further
characterizes this gathering of Jesus’ followers as “all with one mind... continually
devoting themselves to prayer.” I would love to have been in that prayer meeting!

Prayerful waiting is a part of the Christian life. Even though we now know that Pentecost
followed Jesus’ ascension after ten days, often for us the length of time between Jesus’
promise and its fulfillment is unknown, as was likely the case for the disciples in the upper
room. From the disciples’ example we learn to wait prayerfully, even though we might be
tempted to pray persuasively, prompting God to act on our timetable.

The task before the disciples, and before us as we seek to be an extension of their
ministry, is far too great to be put into the hands of human manipulation. Jesus counseled
and cautioned His followers to wait prayerfully for the power of the Holy Spirit to be poured
into their lives.

We join with the Church of all time, praying, “Come, Holy Spirit, we prayerfully await your
power with joy and anticipation.”

Waiting with you in prayer,
Ken

This Sunday, May 28

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES
Sunday morning classes WILL NOT MEET this Sunday due to the Memorial Day Holiday
Weekend.

UNIVERSITY WORSHIP 11:00 a.m. In-Person and Online
Pentecost



Preacher: The Rev. Katharine Lester-Bacon, Director of Religious Life, Duke Chapel
Worship Online Here
Lectionary Readings
All are welcome!

CHAPEL CLIMB AFTER WORSHIP
A tower climb will be offered after worship. See details in Fellowship section below.

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING AND LUNCH
Please plan on attending our annual business meeting on Sunday, June 11 at 1:00
p.m. in Duke Divinity School, Goodson Chapel. The meeting will be preceded by a
catered lunch in the Divinity School Café; the lunch will begin at 12:15 p.m. All are
welcome to come and review the past year together as well as vote on the
leadership and budget for next year. The meeting is as much fellowship and
celebration as it is business. The annual report, which includes the 2023-2024
proposed slate of lay leaders and budget request, as well the official invitation from
Council President, Lucy Worth, is now available at this link. 
Location: Both Goodson Chapel and the Divinity School Café are located in the
middle level of the Westbrook building, which is next door to Duke Chapel. Look for
members of the Fellowship Committee, who will be holding signs to show the way.
For those who can't join in person, please join us by Zoom at this link . 
Please sign up here to indicate your plans to attend either in person or by Zoom.
The fee for lunch is $10/person or $20/family to defray the cost of the meal (there is
no charge for children under the age of 18). Please pay for lunch here. (Click on
the small down arrow located to the far right on the first line that shows “Give to the
2023 General Fund.” THEN, choose “Give to the 2023 Annual Meeting”. Proceed
with your payment.)

Fellowship

CLIMB TO THE TOP
For those who would like to experience the top of the Chapel, a tower climb will be offered
after worship this Sunday, May 28 at approximately 12:15 p.m. The tower stairs are
circular, narrow, and steep, without handrails at certain parts. There are 239 stairs and it is
a strenuous climb. Please sign up here to indicate your plans to attend. 

GROWING THRU GRIEF
Growing thru Grief, a coalition of area religious and civic organizations which includes the
Congregation, offers small group support to those who are grieving the loss of a loved
one. The meetings are held on Tuesdays from 4:30-6:00 p.m., with registration
beginning at 4:00 p.m. Meetings are held at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1200 West
Cornwallis in Durham, corner of Pickett. Proof of COVID vaccination and booster is
required, as well as signing a COVID safety pledge. For more details, please contact
admin@growingthrugrief.org. Upcoming meeting speakers and topics are below:

May 30: Margie Satinsky, “Healing Yoga”
June 6 : Rabbi Mat Soffer, “Sleep in the Quiet Nursery of Nature: Jewish
Perspectives on Eternal Rest”
June 13: Aaron Klink,“Learning the World Anew: On Grieving and Growing”  
June 20: Heidi Gessner, “The Three Hidden Life-Transforming Gifts of Grief”  
June 27: Lindsay Gallo, “Grief and Family Systems” 

SUNDAY LUNCH
Thank you to those who set up and those who attended lunch at the Brodhead Center last
Sunday. The lunch provided an opportunity for good conversation among worshipers. 



Mission

SATURDAY SERVICE PROJECT
On Saturday, June 3, join Urban Community Agrinomics (UCAN) to
learn how a historic farmstead dating back to the 1790s is being
carefully restored to address food insecurity in Durham. We will meet
at 2080 Sawmill Parkway from 9:00 a.m. – Noon and visit the
original buildings, like the millhouse. There are several original
structures on the farm, all undergoing renovation, and over 30 garden
plots are used to grow vegetables for educational purposes and to

give to needy Durham residents. You are invited to help with harvesting and planting
vegetables in their newly constructed high tunnel. The farm is located 20 minutes from the
Duke campus at the address above. Join us, and you will be inspired by how UCAN’s
mission is empowering families in our community. Please sign up at this link.

JUNE PARTNER AGENCY – DURHAM LITERACY CENTER
Durham Literacy Center (DLC), one of the Congregation’s community Partner Agencies,
has provided free instruction and tutoring to over 18,000 adults and out-of-school youth
since 1985. In addition to teaching adults to read and write, DLC also provides English
classes for immigrant adults, prepares out-of-school youth and adult learners to pass high
school equivalency tests, provides high school equivalency and life skills classes for
incarcerated youth at the Durham County Detention Facility, and trains and supports
hundreds of volunteers each year to help students achieve their educational goals.

JUNE BACK PEW COLLECTION – DURHAM LITERACY CENTER
Please drop off donations for the Durham Literacy Center on the back pew of the Chapel
on Sundays June 11 and June 18 : Items needed by DLC are:

3-ring binders - 1 inch
Spiral bound notebooks 1-inch
White index cards
Multi-colored index cards
Pencils
Pencil erasers
Ballpoint Pens
Binder clips - various sizes
Wide ruled loose-leaf paper
College ruled loose-leaf paper
$10-$20 Food Lion /grocery gift cards
In addition, the following items may be purchased for DLC from Amazon (click the
link to order):



Cork Boards (need 12)
Surge Protectors (need 20)
Dry Markers and Erasers (need 30 packs)
Magazine File Holders (need 12)
Desktop Bins (need 2)
Space Heaters (need 12)
Colored Overlays for Dyslexia Transparency Reading Guide Strips (need 3 sets)

JUNE SATURDAY SERVICE PROJECT – DURHAM LITERACY CENTER
The June community service project is to help clean up classrooms and beautify the
grounds at the Durham Literacy Center. Please meet at the Center, 1905 Chapel Hill
Road in Durham, on June 24 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. For more information, contact
Leslie Donahue at 407-402-2889. Please sign up here.

LASAGNAS AND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Congregation serves dinner at Urban Ministries of
Durham once a month, rotating between the 2nd

Sunday and 4th Wednesday. Donated lasagnas to
serve 24 (such as two party-sized Stouffer’s lasagnas)
are needed on Wednesday, June 28 at 5:00
p.m. Volunteers are needed to stay to serve the meal.
Diners will now be permitted to eat inside, thus eliminating the need to package the meals.
Urban Ministries is located at 410 Liberty Street in Durham. Please sign up here to donate
and volunteer. 

Education

WEE PRAISE UPDATE
Wee Praise can be a time when you put your work and phones away and be fully present
to enjoy your family's company. Plus, you get to sing and dance and cuddle! The main
curriculum, designed by Musikgarten, has been thoroughly vetted by music teachers and
Christian educators, enabling us to create an environment where children find their own
unique ways to make music and praise God. The time is active and joyful. Because it is
summer, we will also bring back some old Vacation Bible School favorites, beach songs,
Salsa dancing, and Motion with Greg and Steve! We will praise God with our voices, our
bodies, and our imagination. If you have any questions please email the class leader, Kate
DeAlmeida.

GODLY PLAY UPDATE
Godly Play class continues during the summer months! From June through mid-July,
stories will be about Jesus and the Disciples between Easter and Pentecost. The last six
weeks of summer will focus on a summary of all the books of the Bible. Come join in the
fun on Sunday mornings!  

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
This summer, the Sunday morning youth class will meet weekly from 9:45-10:45 a.m. in
Westbrook 0015. The focus of the conversation will be on the gospel of John. The
teaching team will be Evan Bille, Congregation Pastoral Assistant, and volunteers Susan
Ward and Bob Martin. In addition, watch for the guest appearance of one of the parents!
Youth are also encouraged to participate in the Congregation service projects as noted in
the Mission section of this newsletter. 

SUMMER ADULT CLASS
Beginning June 4, the Sunday morning adult class will focus on First Corinthians. As this
letter is addressed to a church in conflict, it points to the way to find true community. By
studying the letter, we will gain context to the well-loved verse in Corinthians: “now faith,
hope, and love remain, these three, and the greatest of these is love.” (I Cor 13:13) The
summer schedule for adults, also includes the opportunity to hear Chapel guest preachers
lead a class on the topic of their choice. The schedule for June is

June 4: The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg, Senior Pastor, Congregation at Duke Chapel,



will address I Corinthians 1.
June 11: The Rev. Scott Coates, UMC minister, will address I Corinthians 2-
3.                  
June 18: Patsy Willimon, Congregation member, will address I Corinthians 4-6.
June 25: The Rev. Scott E. Hoezee; Director, The Center for Excellence in
Preaching at Calvin Theological Seminary, will speak on "Why We Listen to
Sermons." Rev. Hoezee will preach in Duke Chapel on this same day.    

JUNE BOOK GROUP
During the month of June, readers are invited to discuss Living Into Community:
Cultivating Practices That Sustain Us by Christine Pohl. This book explores four specific
Christian practices -- gratitude, promise-keeping, truth-telling, and hospitality – which can
help build community. Book groups will meet at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. over Zoom
beginning Wednesday, June 7. The Zoom links are: Morning Book Group, Evening Book
Group. The reading plan is as follows:

June 7: Chapters 1-4, p. 1 - 57
June 14: Chapters 5-7, p. 61 - 108
June 21: Chapters 8 -10, p. 111 - 155
June 28: Chapter 11, p. 159 - 176

YOUNG ADULT DINNER AND DISCUSSION
University graduate students, other young adults, and their partners are invited to dinner
and Bible study on two Mondays each month. The next gatherings will be June 12 and
June 26 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel kitchen located in the lower level of the Chapel. Come
for a light supper and good conversation. The group will explore the gospel of John.
Please contact Evan Bille for additional information.  

GOOD TO KNOW

CHAPEL QUILTERS UPDATE
Hopefully the COVID epidemic is over and so it is time for the quilting mission to again
meet and create quilts for the Congregation. Meetings will begin in September on
Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Ann Recesso in Chapel Hill.
Traditionally we have met 3 or 4 times during the year for 3 consecutive Thursdays. If you
quilt or simply sew, we'd love to have you in our congenial group. Please contact Ann
Recesso by email or phone 919-240-4463.

LISTEN-ASSIST SMARTPHONE APP
A new smartphone app lets worshipers use their own phones and earbuds to listen in the
pews to services. To use the app, stop by the AV console in the sanctuary on the way into
a service. It’s an easy two-step process of downloading the app and then scanning a QR
code to connect to the sound system.

VOLUNTEER FAIR
Please plan to stay after worship on Sunday, June 4 for a volunteer and ministry fair in
front of the Chapel. There will be multiple tables providing information on how to engage in
the life and ministry of the Congregation and the Chapel. Perhaps the summer is a good
time to try something new!

UPCOMING EVENTS
June 3 – Service Project at UCAN (rescheduled)
June 7 – Book group begins
June 11 – Annual Business Meeting and Luncheon
June 24 – Service Project at Durham Literacy Center
June 28 – Shelter Dinner
October 7 – Fall Workshop on the topic of community led by Rev. Bruce Puckett,
Assistant Dean of Duke Chapel    

APRIL COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Meeting was held May 18 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.
Treasurer’s Report:



Total donations for April totaled 56% of the monthly budget. Donations through April are
110% of the year-to-date budget (10 months). Total expenditures for April were 81% of the
amount budgeted. Our year-to-date expenditures are 106% (10 months) of the amount
budgeted. It seems that although donations for April were less than expected, we are
holding steady for the fiscal year. Similarly, a few factors drove expenditures over the
yearly amount budgeted, but expenditures for April were less than budgeted.
Committee Reports included the following highlights:

Plans are underway for the annual business meeting on Sunday, June 11. A Zoom
option for the meeting will be provided. The leadership slate for 2023-2024 is now
complete and ready for presentation to the Congregation at the annual meeting. 
The May worship service at The Forest at Duke went smoothly. Twelve
Congregation members participated in facilitating the service including musicians,
ushers, and communion servers, approximately 45 people attended.
Children’s Ministry, Congregational Care, Education, and Mission and Outreach
Committees activities continue with ongoing planning of future events.
Chapel Support needs volunteers for the docent program. Scheduling is flexible for
most, and it is frequently a very rewarding activity.

The next meeting will be held June 15 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.

MAY FINANCE REPORTS

COMING IN JUNE
June Birthdays
1 Nathanael Gass; Elijah McDaniel; John Weinerth
2 Sara Harper; David Lewis
3 Brenda Brodie; Darry Conner; Lois Scheirer



4 Leslie Donahue
5 Da'vid Dezsi
6 Frankie Lentz; Judi Vos
7 Robert McLaughlin
8 Phyllis Vandenberg; Joseph Winters 
9 Jack Beckwith; Monica Hill; Lynn O'Connor
10 Fred Westbrook III
11 Rom Alphin; Philip Guzman; Sabat Siu
12 Penny Oslund
14 Chuck King
15 Sharon Jones
16 Cynthia Hickey; Sebastian Moy
18 Elaine Brown
19 Adam Bussian IV; Teddy Dunn; Charlene James; Ella Solie; Evelyn Wilbanks; Mark
Willms
21 Ina Guzman; Harper Johnson; Ted Takacs
22 Kathy Jones; Sophia Wilfong
24 Steven DeAlmeida; Melissa Mills
25 Rebecca Ray
26 Susan Baker; Robert Chambers
29 Ken Davenport, II; Partom Juniult; Kylie Karabinos; Rendon Nelson

June Worship Services at Duke Chapel
Online Worship:
Worship Services will continue to be broadcast live on Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
From the Duke Chapel website: Tune in live to Sunday morning services on the Duke
Chapel YouTube Channel, channel 12 of the Duke Hospital TV System, channel 110 of
the Duke Campus Vision TV system, and WDNC Radio (620 AM). Listen to rebroadcasts
of services on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. on WPTF Radio (680 AM), as well as on The
People's Channel on Spectrum Cable in Durham and Chapel Hill.
Preaching Schedule
June 4 – The Rev. Dr. Keith Daniel, Christian community development practitioner and
consultant
June 11 –  The Rev. Bruce Puckett, Assistant Dean, Duke Chapel
June 18 – The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean Duke Chapel
June 25 –  The Rev. Scott Hoezee, Director of the Center for Excellence in Preaching,
Calvin Theological Seminary, 

Communion Sundays
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated during worship on Sunday, June 25. For
those who are worshiping online, please bring bread and wine or grape juice to the
service. 

OFFICE CLOSED
The Congregation office will be closed on Monday, May 29 in recognition of the Memorial
Day holiday. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS

Acelynn Barefoot: Acelynn was married to Alex Bock on May 18.
Joseph Kovas: Joseph, 2019-2020 Duke Divinity School Intern for the
Congregation, will be ordained as a UMC elder on June 4 in South Carolina.
Livestream is available at www.umcsc.org.
AJ McClure: AJ is recuperating from a heart procedure.
Melissa Mills – Melissa is fatigued by long COVID.
Kathi Peindl – Kathi is recuperating from hip replacement surgery. ​

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!



High School Graduate
Yen Kpa – Durham School of the Arts, will attend Emory University.

College Graduates
Bram Lovelace– Purdue University, Mechanical Engineering degree with a minor in
Classics, recipient of Honors College medallion. Will begin a career as a mechanical
engineer at Microsoft, Redmond, WA, in August.
Sophie Marcom – UNC-CH, Bachelor of Arts in Medical Anthropology, Bachelor of Arts in
Hispanic Literatures, and a minor in Chemistry. Graduating with Highest Honors, Highest
Distinction, Phi Beta Kappa, and is the recipient of the 2023 Sterling A. Stoudemire Award
for Excellence in Spanish. Received a Fulbright Scholarship and will teach English at a
university in Colombia next year, after which she will pursue medical school.  

Graduate School Graduates
Diane Garber: University of Lynchburg, Doctor of Medical Science
James Nye – Wake Forest University School of Law. After sitting for the NC Bar Exam, he
will join the Raleigh office of the Maynard Nexsen law firm.
Han Setiawan – Duke University, PhD in Medical Physics
Lilah Wilfong – NYU, Post-Baccalaureate PreMed Program. Plans to attend medical
school.

PRAYER REQUESTS: To request confidential prayer from members of the Prayer
Ministry, please send your confidential request to the Prayer Ministry .

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: All e-News articles and announcements are to be submitted to
the following e-mail address: congregation@duke.edu by 5:00 p.m. each Monday.

SUBSCRIPTION MANAGEMENT: Please send corrected email addresses or requests to
be unsubscribed to congregation@duke.edu. 

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION AND INCLUSION
The Congregation at Duke University Chapel joyfully welcomes all persons regardless of
age, race, class, origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other distinction and

invites membership and participation in all of its ministries. 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Visit our Website | Visit our Calendar | Online Giving

Email | Phone: 919-684-3917 | Mailing address: Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974
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