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Happy New Year!

Lois Oliver, the Congregation at Duke Chapel historian, has written the annual end-of-
year letter for this final edition of the 2018 eNews. Please enjoy this look back at 2018.
As a staff, it has been another year of joy to be a part of this family of faith. We look
forward to all God has in store for our Congregation in 2019!

Carol Gregg

Josh Stanley

Phyllis Snyder

Nelson Strother

This Sunday December 30

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES
Holiday Recess: All Sunday morning classes for children, youth and adults will not meet
this Sunday, December 30. Classes resume on Sunday, January 6.

UNIVERSITY WORSHIP 11:00 a.m. in the Chapel

First Sunday after Christmas Day

Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg, Senior Pastor of the Congregation at Duke
University Chapel

Sermon: Spiritual Resistance

Lectionary readings: Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52

Hymns: #245 The First Noel; #219 What Child Is This; #248 On This Day Earth Shall
Ring

All are welcome!

2018

In 2018 the Congregation was committed to Deeping Connections in many ways, through
worship, fellowship, learning, music, serving others, and praying for others. Our Christian
community made connections, and memories, and grew in faith.

There were, as always, changes within our leadership. Led by our Senior Pastor, Carol
Gregg, and Phyllis Snyder, Children’s Pastor and Communications Specialist, with Nelson
Strother, Financial and IT Administrator, there were smooth transitions in other

positions. Andrew Phillips, our Assistant Pastor, moved to Michigan in June, where he
serves two churches, and in August we welcomed Josh Stanley as our Pastor for
Education and Discipleship. Denise Noble, our Divinity School Intern, finished her service
in May, and in the fall we chose Lynn Holmes as her successor. Each of our departing
staff had a warm send off by The Congregation. The behind-the-scenes work of the Staff
Parish Relations Committee is responsible for making these changes happen so well.



https://chapel.duke.edu/events/university-worship-1546185600-1546189200

Frank Coble completed his term as President of The Congregation in June and Jan
Gwyer was chosen as our new President. The Congregation Council membership also
had changes in program chairs, and committee leadership and we are grateful for their
dedicated service.

Fellowship activities were everywhere, from the welcoming faces in the narthex to
Wednesday lunches, and Second Sunday lunch in the Brodhead Center, young adult
dinners, and youth group outings. The Fellowship committee also supported many of the
educational programs, and, of course, organized our celebrations.

The Missions and Outreach programs continue to be many and varied, from financial
support, to active involvement in Saturday work projects at the agencies we support.
Almost every week, the Congregation manages to fill the back pew with donations for one
agency or another. We built a house with Habitat, knitted hats, served meals at Urban
Ministries, gleaned yams, attended vigils, made sandwiches for Meals on Wheels, Crop
Walked, served meals at Families Moving Forward, and much more. New this year was a
Lenten Service Trip, in which hearty volunteers gave a week of service helping others in
hurricane relief.
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The regular Sunday morning Education Programs offered a rich variety of learning for
adults as well as children and youth. Our Intern, and our Assistant Pastor, taught special
courses during the spring. Kate DeAlmeida brought music through her work with the very
young. Kaity Woodrum and Elaine DeAlmeida led music classes for the elementary ages
during the summer. There were a number of book groups throughout the year, helping
us to explore our faith more deeply. The winter retreat was led by Mary Grace McCoy on
“Interior Movements and Holy Desires”. The fall retreat, led by Ellen Davis examined
“Covenant Community”. The overnight retreat in the spring was led by Dr. Stephen
Chapman, who gave us a wonderful overview of the book of Deuteronomy. This overview
prepared us for the Chapel's summer sermon series on Deuteronomy and our
concurrent Bible study on this important book.



The Congregation’s Chapel Support programs assisted with Sunday services, and
worked with the choir, and toured visitors as they have since the beginning. We
celebrated the long service of Rodney Wynkoop as he stepped down as choir director.
We also honored Christy Lohr Sapp, Assistant Dean, when she left the Chapel in July. It
seemed that our long time connection to Bruce Puckett will continue as he became
Assistant Dean of the Chapel in November.

Nine were baptized into the faith this year. Twenty three new members joined the
Congregation this year, and there were seven new confirmands in the spring. These new
connections will enrich our body of Christ. As we continue to celebrate the birth of Our
Savior with great joy, we also expect the New Year to deepen our connections to Him.

GOOD TO KNOW

OFFICE CLOSED
The Congregation Office will be closed on Monday, December 31 and Tuesday,
January 1 in observance of the New Year’s holiday.

UPCOMING EVENTS
e January 5, 2019 — Habitat Service Project
March 1, 2019 — Winter Retreat
March 10-16, 2019 — Lenten Service Trip
April 7, 2019 — CROP Walk
April 24-May 3, 2019 — ZOE Trip to Zimbabwe
May 17-19, 2019 — Overnight Retreat
June 9, 2019 — Annual Business Meeting
September 23-27, 2019 — Visit to Family Health Ministries in Haiti

CONGREGATION CALENDAR
DUKE CHAPEL YOUTUBE CHANNEL

CONGREGATION JOYS AND CONCERNS
e Rick King — Rick and Ken Somrak were married in a civil ceremony on December
21.
e Jim Mau — Jim is in the healthcare section of Croasdaile Village for recuperation.
o Siera Ciocci — Siera is hospitalized following postnatal complications.
e Soren Palmer — Soren is recovering from foot surgery.


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.google.com_calendar_embed-3Fsrc-3D0u6s34p9us4np0n99tpmi3hf6o-2540group.calendar.google.com-26ctz-3DAmerica_New-5FYork&d=DwMDaQ&c=imBPVzF25OnBgGmVOlcsiEgHoG1i6YHLR0Sj_gZ4adc&r=k_HhzXOJraz8_V-5H4FGaEtjOfXrPcy8gpXL4HN7ypI&m=FxJW4U-klI8II4p89ptaH6WMxSVRZf30Ba5da1YX_GI&s=aEmwt2ACCiOEm5Z8OukLGntd69DMFcL9NZfhZe6iEaY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.youtube.com_user_DukeChapel-3Ffeature-3Dwatch&d=DwMDaQ&c=imBPVzF25OnBgGmVOlcsiEgHoG1i6YHLR0Sj_gZ4adc&r=k_HhzXOJraz8_V-5H4FGaEtjOfXrPcy8gpXL4HN7ypI&m=FxJW4U-klI8II4p89ptaH6WMxSVRZf30Ba5da1YX_GI&s=8QMf0f3iQ2SGJ4uTc4l9GcUMFF8nQfyEOsbHAxNYkI4&e=

e Soren Palmer and Siera Ciocci — Announce the birth of their daughter, Emsley
Rustyn Palmer, on December 22.

PRAYER REQUESTS: To request confidential prayer from members of the Prayer
Ministry, please send your confidential request to the Prayer Ministry .

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: All e-News articles and announcements are to be submitted to
the following e-mail address: congregation@duke.edu by 5:00 p.m. each Tuesday.

SUBSCRIPTION MANAGEMENT: Please send corrected email addresses or requests to
be unsubscribed to congregation@duke.edu .

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Visit our Website | Visit our Calendar | Visit the Duke Chapel YouTube Channel

Email | Phone: 919-684-3917 | Mailing address: Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974
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The Congregation at Duke University Chapel
Staff

The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg Phyllis Snyder
Senior Pastor Children's Pastor and
Communications
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The Rev. Josh Stanley
Pastor for Education and
Discipleship

Nelson Strother
Finance and IT Administrator




