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RUBY 

The fol lowing is  an account  of  the  voyages of  the  ship Ruby.  

The voyage f i rs t  recorded is  one made by Captain Thomas Walker ,  who 

lef t  Bris tol  in  November of  1788 and headed for  Bananoes,  where he arr ived by 

July of  the  next  year .  He then cont inued his  quest  for  s laves  in  Sierra  Leone,  

and f rom Africa went  to  Kingston,  where his  s laves  were sold.  He did not  

load with any goods,  but  re turned to  Bris tol  with no f re ight .  

The second,  and las t  voyage recorded of  the  ship Ruby was under  Captain 

John Kennedy,  who lef t  Bris tol  on June 5,  1790 and sai led to  Bence Is land which 

he reached in  August .  In  Bananoes,  he a lso bought  s laves ,  and lef t  in  December 

for  Montego Bay.  He did not  s tay there  long,  probably f inding a  glut ted market ,  

and cont inued on to  Dominica,  but  soon returned to  Montego Bay where he f inal ly  

decided to  sel l  his  s laves .  He lef t  Jamaica on March 15,1791 for  a  re turn t r ip  

to  Afr ica ,  to  the Is les  de Loss ,  to  Old Calabar  and Sierra  Leone,  where he 

spent  his  t ime buying s laves .  He lef t  Afr ica  in  February of  1792 and headed for  

Barbados.  Once again he sold the s laves  purchased in  Martha Brae,  and this  

t ime loaded the Ruby with rum and sugar .  Kennedy then departed for  Bris tol  

in  Apri l  or  May.  

Contained in  these papers  are:  

17 88-89 -  insurance,  India  goods pr ices ,  cargo notes ,  negro sales  

1790 -  Muster  rol l ,  wages,  agreement  between the captain and the crew,  

c lear ing papers ,  cargo nctes ,  invoice for  mahogany 

1792 -  document  saying the account  of  s lave sales  is  correst ,  rum and 

sugar  pr ices  and their  sales ,  palm oi l  sa les ,  inset t  notes  f rom Africa,  insur-
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^ ' r ÛTTT̂  

7L Z £TJ77Û 7~~ .. 
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zyy/u y7̂ yAZz £ẑ pzyt  ̂ytrymf ****"£ 

*,fx  ̂ yyf<*y* 

7̂ L? *?cy s~ £*7*~Z 6̂ 61-y ŷ Vy //fS-
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