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The information on this CD is for reference purposes only and is compiled from the best available sources.  The City of Durham/Durham County assumes no responsibility for errors arising from use or misuse of these data.  

Furthermore, the data on this CD are readily available in their original formats for free from a variety of websites.  These data have been modified from their original formats to make them more readily accessible to City and County employees.  In some instances these data might be provided to other parties as a courtesy, but the City of Durham and the County of Durham and their employees shall not be held responsible for any problems resulting from the use or misuse of these data.  

There may have been errors in the original data, there may be errors in the current data as a result of the conversion of the data to its current format, and end-users may create their own errors in conversion, use, or analysis of these data.  

Use these products at your own risk.  

Three types of related data are included on this CD.  

1.) Spatial data, representing geographic features at a variety of resolutions (Census Tracts, Block Groups, Traffic Analysis Zones, Blocks, and Block Centroids);

2.) Attribute data, summarizing demographic and housing information at the Census Tract, Block Group, and Block levels of spatial resolution; and

3.) Census documentation describing Summary Files 1 and 3.

Spatial Data:

This CD contains both the original (released in 2002) and the improved accuracy (released in 2005) Census 2000 TIGER/Line Data files for Durham County, North Carolina in shapefile format that have been reprojected for use in the North Carolina State Plane (NAD 83) Coordinate System from files originally downloaded from the Geography Network website:

http://www.geographynetwork.com/data/tiger2000

The location of the source files has now been moved to the ESRI website:

http://www.esri.comh/data/download/census2000_tigerline/index.html
The LOGRECNO and STFID fields in the attribute tables of each of the shapefiles are unique identifiers of the records and can be used to join the geographic features to their corresponding records in the attribute data files.

Attribute Data:

This CD includes all records from the US Department of Commerce – Bureau of the Census summary tables collected for Durham County census tracts, census block groups, and census blocks.  The data have been downloaded in ASCII text file format and loaded into 6 Microsoft Access 2000 databases.  

The original text files can be found and downloaded from the Census website:

http://www.census.gov/main/www/cen2000.html
There are three MS-Access databases included for Census Summary File 1 (the summary of Census 2000 short-form responses).  One is for records summarizing the data at the Census Tract level.  One is for records summarizing the data at the Census Block Group level.  And one is for records summarizing the data at the Census Block Level.  

Similarly, there are two MS-Access databases included for Census Summary File 3 (the summary of Census 2000 long-form responses).  One is for records summarizing the data at the Census Tract level.  The other is for records summarizing the data at the Census Block Group level.  Census Summary File 3 responses are not summarized at the Census Block Level to help protect the anonymity of Census long-form respondents.

Documentation of the Attribute Data:

This CD also includes two Adobe Acrobat files with in-depth description of how the Census Attribute data were collected, how the data should be used, what types of information are available at each level of spatial resolution, and what variable names correspond to what bits of information.  

These Adobe files were downloaded directly from the Census Bureau’s website.  The only changes that were made to these files were their names.  One file is for use with Summary File 1.  The other file is for use with Summary File 3.  These files require Adobe Acrobat Reader, a free software product which is readily available for download from the following web site:  

http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html

Good luck using this CD.  If you have a simple question or two about how to use the data you can call Rob Cushman, GIS Analyst with the City of Durham Technology Solutions Department (919) 560-4082 ext. 247.    Please be aware, however, that you should take your deeper, more time-consuming research questions directly to the Census Bureau.

