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A few years ago in the magazine, Fortune, there was an editorial 
in which this statement appeared: "in days like these what we of the 
world need is a Word from the Lord. We look to the church for that 
Word and all we hear is the echo of our own voice." In that state­
ment there is a description of the way society has looked ·at the 
church and the way the church has too often disappointed society. As 
I share today on the subject, being a Christian in a revolutionary 
world, I do this from the existential involvement that I have found 
with the risen Christ. Being a part of the life of the church I am 
in no way simply supporting the institutional form of the church. The 
modern world must see fleshed out in life what it means to take Jesus 
Christ with absolute seriousness. As Risen Lord, He becomes in my 
life the guide for a kind of discipleship that is radically different 
from the normal life in society. 

The Gospel offers a clear note of assurance, not a note of pessi­
mism. In our kind of world the Christian cannot afford to be a pessi­
mist. (A pessimist is a person who is seasick on the whole voyage of 
life.) We ought to be optimists because we know who we belong to, 
what it's all about, and where we are going. A few years ago an 
American tourist was in Russia. He met a communist who asked him, 
"have you read Carl Marx?" He said, "yes, I •ve read Marx." "Well 
then," the communist said, "you know how its all going to come out." 
The American tourist should have come right back and said, "have you 
read the Bible, then you know how ita going to come out." This is 
our faith, that God has interpreted history from its middle in Jesus 
Christ, and we know the end from the middle because God has known the 
end from the beginning. In affirming this kind of optimism the Chris­
tian should never imply that he has all the answers. Rather we must 
be aware that God is not static in terms of His dealing with man. In 
the dynamic of God's work through the Holy Spirit, He can help us dis­
cover in every period of history the meaning, and the implications of 
living under the Lordship of Christ in that particular period. 

With many being confused I am reminded of the delightful little 
story about the man who ran into a book store and said, "have you got 
that book, A Piece of~ Mind by Rabbi Norman Vincent Sheen?" Many 
people are about that confused when it comes to trying to find their 
way through life. 
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The Apostle Paul gives us a clear word in Colossians 2, verse 6 
through 10. 

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and 
stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of 
the world, and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are 
complete in him. 

Albert Tofler is his book, Future Shock, exposes the problems 
facing us in society, interprets ours as a psychological illness of 
existential uncertainty with respect to the future. A few years ago 
it would have been more the fundamentalist who would have been talk­
ing about the end of the world, but not so today. In fact one of the 
interesting phenomena today is that you find young people on campuses 
across the land who are talking about the end of the age. 

Some of the best ecologists we have say that by 1979 the seas 
will be dead; by 1984 it will all be over. I am not at all sure a­
bout that. I am glad that the whole matter rests in God's hand but 
these men are speaking to a judgment the Bible makes clear, that man 
creates his own judgment. It .is in the processes of judgment that 
God works with man. 

OUr time has been described as revolutionary. That is a trite 
statement now. I do not mean to elaborate this, except to say that 
there are factors that cause men to say this is a revolutionary age. 
I do not refer simply to the much change that we have had, nor to 
the rapidity of change that h~affected us, but rather to the fact 
that it has involved the total;mans experience. One analysis of this 
suggest four reasons for revolution: change with respect to authority 
since the 19th century; second, change regarding culture - there is · 
no one culture any more in a given area of the world; third, the 
meaninglessness of affluence, in which middle class America has 
suddenly discovered that what he was trying to gain, out of his fear 
that he might go back to another depression, has left him empty; and 
fourth, the depersonalization of modern technology. I would like to 
add a fifth cause, and that is the existential immediacy that charac­
. terizes modern life, in that we want everything at the moment. We 
want instant satisfaction in every level, not only instant coffee, 
but now it is instant pleasure, instant success, instant sex, instant 
everything. Dimensions of life we knew in the past are gone. 

Frances Schaffer speaks of this in his writings, describing the 
modern world as having moved under the line of despair. But there is 
no reason the Christian should parrot the emptiness of society. We 
have something to offer modern man that is even more revolutionary be­
cause of the radical depth nature of the change the gospel brings. If 
revolution comes because of total change, I know of nothing so com-

pletely revolutionary as an absolute commitment to be a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. 



-3-

About three years ago I flew to Miami, Florida to share in a city­
wide preaching mission. Judge Bill Meadows, Methodist layman, was 
chairman of the committee for that city-wide crusade and he took me to 
television and radio stations for interviews. As we walked into one 
of these he told me what happened a few weeks earlier. He had gone 
in for an interview, and as he stepped into the room there was a young 
man sitting across the table waiting to be interviewd as well. He 
said that young man stuck his hand out and said, "I am Joe Smith, a 
disciple of Bhave." Meadows said, "I slapped my hand in his, and said 
'I am Bill Meadows a disciple of Jesus Christ.'" Vinoba Bhave is the 
successor of Mahatma Gandhi in India, the man who collected from the 
"haves" to give to the "have nots. 11 He carried through a major program 
of reform in India. The thing that Bill Meadows said was that he 
longs to see more young people who will say, "I am a disciple of 
Jesus Christ." That is my conviction, and I get the feeling that the 
Spirit of God is creating this all across the land. 

I have been in the ministry for twenty-one years, and have en­
joyed many varied experiences. It was my privilege to share in the 
one city-wide preaching mission among Protestants that Salt Lake ·city 
has ever seen. On the first Sunday afternoon we got rained out on 
the capital steps, where the meeting was being held by the kindness of 
Governor Clyde, and over 3,000 people packed the rotunda of the capi­
tal building at Salt Lake City. I had the privilege of preaching the 
Gospel inside the capital to that audience. I could give you other 
illustrations but I say this for only one reason, having moved across 
the country, and in other parts of the world, in these twenty-one 
years I have not seen heretofore what is happening right now. Especial· 
ly among young people on college and university campuses there is a 
new awareness that the things they have tried in the last few years 
have left them empty and disillusioned, and they are turning to Jesus 
of Nazareth. To me this is one of the most heartening things in our 
day. I am excited about it, and I don't want to miss out on what God 
is doing in our time. What we need today is more Christian ChristianE~ 
people who will flesh out in life what it means to walk with Jesus 
Christ. We need men and women who will be genuine disciples and not 
persons who simply have an intellectual or philosophical approach to 
Christianity. We need persons woo are not afraid to say "Jesus Christ 
is my Lord" instead of talking about Jesus who lived in yesteryears· 
like Abraham Lincoln. Beware of making a philosophical premise of 
Christ, or a Christ-kind of ideal. We need persons who actually be­
lieve that Jesus Christ our Lord is a living person open for encounter 
at any moment. 

To be Christian in our kind of world is demanding a new thing. Dr 
Glover of England said a few years ago the early church grew because 
it out thought, out lived and out died everybody around. The challen­
ge you and I face is the challenge of out thinking our age regarding 
Christianity, as well as out living our age as a disciple, and then 
being willing to out die it, if you please! 

I suggest three things for our thinking too elucidate what I have 
introduced: (1) what ~eople experience determines to a large degree 
what they believe, (2) what people believe determines how they behave, 
and (3) how people behave determines the character of brotherhood. 
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First, what people experience determine what they believe. If 
all you have experienced is a kind of cold philosophical institution­
alistic Christianity, then that is what you believe Christianity is 
all about. If what you have experiencedon the other hand is a kind of 
religion that is altogether other than Christianity, then that's what 
you tend to believe. Or, if what you have experienced is a kind of 
honest authentic commitment to Jesus Christ in your home with your 
parents, or in your congregation then you will believe that this is 
a possibility. In America where we boast of being a Christian societ~ 
many people have never experienced fellowship with persons who know 
what it means to participate with Jesus Christ. A few years ago I 
was on the way to Stratford, Ontario for a city-wide preaching mission 
under the Council of Churches to be held in the Shakespearean Art 
Theater. I flew in Piedmont from Harrisonburg, Virginia over to 
Washington, D.C., and transferred to a jet for New York and Toronto. 
There had been a peace march in Washington that day and there were 
some peacenicks getting on the plane. I moved over and took the 
center seat and a young lady sat down beisde me. We were off and I 
opened corversation with her. I said, "I presume you were here in the 
march today," She said, "Yes, I was." I said, "tell me what brought 
you here for this march." "Well," she said, "I am against killing." 
I said, "So am I and many of us are; but why are you against it, what 
brought you?" She said, "I am against what is happening in Vietnam. 11 

"Well," I said, "so am I and there are a lot of us who are, but why 
are you against it?" And she looked at me and said, "who in the 
world are you?" I said, "well, I happen to be a Mennonite, an evang­
elist on the way to Canada for a preaching mission." She said, 11 you 
are a Mennonite, well you are a pacifist too." I said, "it depends 
on what you mean by that term; I am committed to Jesus Christ, to oe 
His disciv,le, and I believe that the way of peace is part of His 
teaching. ' She looked at me and tre se were her words "don't ta k 
about God to me, I don 1 t even believe there is a God. f, I said, 11 you 
have no association with the church?" "Oh yes," she said, "I belong 
to a church but that is just for identification, it doesn't mean any­
thing." For the next forty minutes until we scooted in on the runwa-y 
at LaGuardia in New York City we talked. I asked her to tell me how 
she saw the church and how she understood Christianity, and she did. 
When she got thought, I said, "young lady if that was what Christian­
ity is I wouldn't want to have anything to do with it either." She 
said, "you must think of it as something different or you wouldn't 
be involved in it." And so I told her what I understand Christianity 
to be. And then as a last hook, because you can't talk truth and re­
main neutral, I said, "you know it's a strange thing, one of these 
days it is all going to be over, the world will blow up and it will 
all be over and there willbe no intelligent mind in the universe that 
remembers we ever happened." The plane landed and she got up and 
started up the aisle with her friend, but stopped and turned around 
and called back over two or three people standing in the aisle be­
tween us and said, "You know, Preacher, my position doesn't make much 
sense does it." 

Now as far as I was concerned I had done my job of evangelizing. 

For evangelism is not pressure, not manipulation, not coercion, 
for Christian faith will stand on its own feet. I don't have to de­
fend it. Evangelism is making faith in Christ a clear option. We 
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must realize that there are many people around who have never exper­
ienced a confrontation of Christian faith in a meaningful way. Con­
sequently people tend to believe that Christianity is not a real 
option. 

Many of you are students at the university, and I would like to 
remind you of one of the things I find that is a most common mistake. 
Too many students will go to school; take their "Sunday School level" 
knowledge of Jesus and put it in a pigeon hole while they advance in 
psychology, philosophy, sociology, and the arts. Four years later 
when they graduate, instead of being honest about the fact that they 
did not put into their theology the same intellectual diligence that 
they put in the other areas, they will smirk at their "Sunday School 
level" religion and pose with an academic sophistication that regards 
the religion they had when they came to college as naive. They never 
admit that they are naive or dishonest in that they haven't given the 
intelligent, honest study to religionthat they have put into the other 
areas. 

What you experience determinE in a large degree what you believe. 
You can experience if you will open your life to see what God is doing 
around you. 

I was out in the midwest and a university professor came to the 
meeting and after the service he said to me, "I am an honest intell­
ectual agnostic." I complimented him for honesty, and said, "you are 
a thinking man and you have a right to your position." He then asked 
what I would tell him to do. I said, try one little experiment-every 
day for thirty days pray honestly this little prayer: God if You are 
around help me to recognize the evidence for You today. I asked him 
to do that for thirty days and if nothing happened to forget the 
whole thing. You know what that man said to me? He said, "preacher, 
I am afraid to do that, something might happen!" There aren't many 
intellectual atheist. There are a lot of moral atheist, people who 
don't want God in their lives. 

I turn now to a second premise, what you believe determines how 
you behave. I have told you a few things I believe by way~ illustra­
tion. I believe in Jesus Christ as Lord. I believe in the reality of 
a changed life because I am committed to Him. I know the joy of ex­
periencing His grace and being born from above. I believe in the 
reality of the presence of the Holy Spirit. I believe in being a dis­
ciple. Now what you believe determines how you behave. If you be­
lieve something very deeply then you behave in that way. If you be­
lieve that God is known in Jesus Christ more clearly than any other 
way it will effect your behavior because you will seek to know and 
understand Jesus Christ - you will go to the Word to do this. You will 
go to people who have experienced Christ and ask them to tell you how 
they experienced Christ. If you believe that human personality is the 
most valuable thing in the world then you will behave that way. There 
is nothing I know that does more to change the inequities in the areas 
of political, economic, and social problems than just this basic prin­
ciple. But it is costly - costly to live by this. With respect to 
the issues of violence, poverty, race and war - it is a costly thing 
to live by this principle; that personality is the most valuable thing 
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in the universe. And if you also believe in reaching men for their 
&ood you do not touch them at one level only but at the total of their 
being. As in the passage from Luke 4, Jesus announcing His ministry 
did not simply say that He came to preach; but He came to· heal the 
broken hearted, to give sight to the blind, to give healing to those 
who were suffering and the like. If you believe that the Gospel 
touches the whole life, you will never stop with giving merely a cup 
of water, you will always give the cup of cold water in the name of 
Christ, so that men may be brought to God. What you believe deter­
mines to a large degree how you behave. 

It seems that many have the idea that religion is something you 
turn on at the eleven o'clock hour on Sunday morning, and the way 
they behave from Monday to Saturday night or three o'clock Sunday 
morning has no part in it. That is not Judaic-Christian thought, 
that is purely Greek thought. You see the old Greeks believed you 
could separate the real you down inside from what happened to your 
body. The prostitute operates on the philosophy that she can give 
her body if she keeps the real self detached from what is happening. 
Christianity talks about something altogether different. It says, 
"I" am a personality. The whole being relates to God. When a man is 
saved, you are saving a person, not just the soul as some little 
entity down inside. When you are dealing with Christian faith you 
are dealing with the whole person. If you understand this you are 
not being honest with your fellowman if you know Christ and do not 
share Him in an evangelistic witness. 

The final thing I affirm is that how people behave determines 
the character of brotherhood. Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his book, ~if9 
Together, points out that Christian community is quite different frG~ 
a mere sociological community. In Christian community we always re­
late to one another in and through Jesus Christ. Sociological comm­
unity is a commonality of taste, where we come together because we 
like the same things, have the same symbols, and dress the same way 
whether it is one pattern or another. 

The Christian community is not that. Bonhoeffer says that Chris­
tian community means that I relate to my brother in and through Christ 
so that he is free and I am free. If you relate directly you may 
tend to manipulate, to dominate, to intimidate, to coerce. But when 
you relate in and through Christ you are both free. The kind of 
community I am talking about is a community of disciplined people - a 
discipled people who aren't afraid to say they are committed to Christ 
and mean to obey Him. People who have made this basic commitment to 
Christ come to the Bible with their minds already made up to obey it. 
To really sell out to the Lordship of Christ and say I will come to 
that Scripture with my mind made up to obey it, that 1s quite radical! 
This is the kind of brotherhood in which we give and receive rebuke 
of one another honestly. We share to exhort one another in the things 
of Christ. We will step out like John Wesley and put our hand in our 
brother's by saying, "if your heart is as my heart give me your hand. 11 

The kind of brotherhood in which we share depends on our commitment. 
What we believe is expressed in our behavior and how we behave deter­
mines the character of brotherhood. 
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One group of people in our country today who aren't afraid to 
talk about obedience are the "Jesus People. 11 I have been amazed by 
some of the insights come of these persons have in the Word o · God, 
and they haven't studied theology. They can sit in a group and tell 
you in a few minutes what it means to take Jesus Christ seriously and 
put to shame many within our churches who have grown up around the 
Christian faith. 

Christianity is not mere mysticism, nor is it legalism or a re­
ligion of a code morality. Christianity is relational; I relate to 
Jesus Christ at the level of the spirit, of mind, and volition in the 
same way I relate to my wife or to other persons at that level. Be­
cause knowing Jesus Christ is not a mere mysticism, the movement today 
in which many persons are enamored with far Eastern religions is not a 
total surprise. For one reason, American higher education is shot 
through with Greek thought and Greek philosophy and has missed out on 
the unique dynamic of the Judaic-Christian tradition. Far Eastern 
religions, Hinduism and Buddhism, ard not really religions, they are 
philosophies. I have spent hours discussing with professors of Hindu­
ism in India their philosophy to find it varies little from Greek 
philosophy. The Greeks believed that the rational part of man is im­
mortal, and that part will live on and eventually merge back into the 
universal reason. The Buddist believes that somehow if one can lose 
his identity as a person and like a drop of water in the ocean merge 
back into that universal he will be at peace. Similarly the Hindu be­
lieves in universal life; if one can lose his identity and merge into 
the universal he will be at peace. In our society people are reaching 
for some answer and this is the path many are taking. 

Another reason for this approach is that the general assumptions 
about Christianity in America have been moralistic. I do not simply 
say legalistic, but moralistic; so that we cannot understand the re­
lational aspect of knowing Jesus Christ. In reaction to this moralism 
we are now trying to find something that translates into the inner 
psychological awarenesses we have today. In doing this we are missing 
out on the uniqueness of what Jesus Christ brought. Moralism reminds 
me of Dr. E. Stanley Jones• story of the Indian holy man he found 
sitting on his ash heap, and the holy man said, "I gave up sex forty 
years ago," but E. Stanley Jones said that for the next forty minutes 
all he could talk about was sex. 

Christianity is not simply moralism, it is a relationship with 
an actual personality, present in the world to work in one's life -
the personality of God as He is know in Christ. Jesus makes clear a 
personal God who is radically different from that of the mystical re­
ligions that many people are accepting today. The story of the Bible 
is the story of creation, incarnation, discipleship and resurrection. 
God created a good world; humanness and sinfulness are not synonymous. 
Humanness in itself is affirmed by Jesus Christ in the incarnation. 
The fact that God could come in Christ is the greatest compliment to 
humanity, the greatest affirmation of the humanism you can find in 
history. God affirms man, and when He calls us to be disciples, He 
does not call us to a popularized Christianity that is an escape hatch 
from real life. He calls us to put into practice what it means to 
live for Jesus Christ in a world where this is not popular. 
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Personally, I am committed to a discipleship that makes me a 
pacifist; however, the word pacifism is too weak, for really I be­
lieve in a New Testament nonresistent redemptive love that seeks to 
win our enemy to become our brother in Christ. I believe also in 
working for relationship between the races that makes me my brother's 
brother. I believe there is an answer to the problems of "the eco­
nomic gap." Somehow we must reach across this gap between the 
"haves" and the "have nota", we must help persons understand that 
values are not measured by money - by what a man carries in his 
pocket or his bank account. I believe in grappling with the social 
problems in our world; but I also believe in being concerned about 
the whole man - his spirit as well as his physical being. 

Dr. Elton Trueblood, in his book, New Men for These Times, says 
the church is suffering from a polarizatrOn-oetween social action on 
one side and evangelical action on the other. I say this as an 
evangelist. I may be to a small degree an educator, a president of 
a college, a writer, but I am first of all an evangelist. Basically . 
this is because of my theology, for I believe "that if a man is in 
Christ, he is a new creature," II Corinthians 5:17. Knowing this we 
can introduce a man anytime, anywhere, and in any culture to Jesus 
Christ, and He will not Americanize him, He will Christianize him~ 

While we talk about the importance of freeing Christianity from 
its culture trappings, we in America have been guilty of domestica­
ting the Gospel. We have Americanized Christianity so that in many 
parts of the world people can't really meet Jesus Christ because 
they don't see Him. I remind you of what happened when Mahatma 
Gandhi was in Africa. He was turned down by a church by being told 
"this church is not for the likes of you; it is for white Europeans." 
It has been said that what Gandhi rejected was not Christ as much 
as the perverted picture of Christ he was given. He went back to 
India borrowing the teachings of Jesus but he never became a Chris­
tian because he thought that to become a Christian meant he had to 
accept Western culture, and Gandhi was first of all an Indian not a 
Westerner. 

We have so equated Christianity with Americanism that many 
persons in other parts of the world, hungering for God, miss what it 
means to meet God. Often those who profess to be the most liberal 
are the most difficult to get to understand what it means to lift 
Jesus Christ above the cultural trappings of their verbalism. Some 
who want to take the Gospel, and put it in modern forms overlook the 
fact fuat in other parts of the world these are Americanistic forms, 
or verbal cultural symbols. To communicate the Gospel in Africa, 
India or Indonesia means that we make clear the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the One who reveals God, who calls a man to come and walk 
with Him. To identify with Jesus Christ in another culture is so 
revolutionary that the average American liberal doesn't adjust any 
better than the average American fundamentalist. 

The age in which we live is no time for the weak, timid, timor­
ous, uncommitted souls. It is the age for a kind of person who has 
enough intellectual integrity to make commitments, but at the same 
time enough humility to always review those commitments. I can only 
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surrender as much of myself to God today as I understand today. 

I would like to close with an illustration from Paul Tillich in 
one of his addresses to Union Seminary students in which he says: 
"Don't give in too quickly to those who want to alleviate your anxiety 
about truth. Don't be seduced into a truth which is not really truth 
even if the seducer is your church, your pastor, or your parental 
tradition. Go with Pilate if you can't go with Jesus, but go in 
seriousness with him." Why do I quote a statement like that to con­
clude this message? For these reasons: (1) because the choice tha~ 
I am putting before you this morning must be that clear - no half waJ 
ground - it's either going with Jesus or going with Pilate. It is 
that clear. So I say with Tillich, if you can't go with Jesus, go 
with Pilate, but go in seriousness with Pilate, know what you are 
doing. Don't just water down Jesus and still claim to be Christian. 
Either be a genuine, honest, radical disciple or else admit you are 
going with Pilate who says, "what is truth, I can't commit myself be-
cause I can't be sure. 11 

( 2) I share this because many people today 
are choosing to go with Pilate rather than to go with Jesus because 
it is more palatable in our society. It is more palatable in our 
academic community because there are some people still believing the 
myth that the skeptic or the cynic is more honest than the committed 
person - and that is pure myth. I quote this statement because many 
people are going with Pilate instead of Jesus who are implying that 
Jesus is a little less than real sophistication. (3) I share this 
because of the kind of radical discipleship I have sought to call you 
to follow. That is a discipleship which says if I take Jesus Christ 
seriously then I mean the Jesus Christ of the New Testament and not 
some watered down Jesus that people have handed me that has been 
domesticated and acculturated. I trust that my words have been less 
comforting than probing and less analytical than they have been 
affirmative. I share this with you, not as a profess i onal preacher, 
but as one genuinely involved with Jesus Christ. He has not only 
changed my life but keeps changing it as I discover day by day new 
things that He has f or me, changing my life into His image. 
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