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Greetings! I

Pastoral Assistant

Last Friday night, | attended Duke’s basketball game.
While | was waiting in the walk-up line, | conversed with
another graduate student about what we were studying
and our post-graduation plans. Hearing that | was in the Divinity School and was going into
the ministry, she politely asked why | believed in Christianity. | briefly shared my
testimony: Several years ago, during a time in which | was questioning my faith, | heard a
lecture by James Cone about “The Cross and the Lynching Tree.” | was overwhelmed by
Cone’s witness to a God who, in Christ, identifies with the crucified of history, providing a
power to resist evil and a hope for redemption.

My new friend was appreciative of me sharing my story, and her response was
fascinating. She said it was the first time a Christian shared their testimony with her but
did not mention a supernatural or miraculous event.

As | reflect upon her words, I'm reminded that not all miracles are signs and wonders that
launch us into the supernatural. Any time our finite and imperfect selves can catch a
glimpse of the Infinitely Perfect God is a miracle. The love of God that transforms our
hearts and fills the hopeless with hope is supernatural. These moments of grace and care
that transform us into the image of Christ are the true signs and wonder of faith. Other
kinds of miracles are great too, but we mustn’t be restrictive in recognizing the
supernatural movements of the Holy Spirit in even the smallest actions of love.

Loving God, grant us a perception of life that is permeated by Your grace so that we might
recognize the miracles of Your love that exist all around us. Amen.

Nathaniel

This Sunday, November 28

Sunday morning classes will meet from 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m. as follows:

o WEE PRAISE: Children ages 0-3 along with parents or caregivers may utilize the
online videos previously shared via email. If you have not received emails with this
information, please contact Phyllis Snyder.

e GODLY PLAY: Children ages 4-5"' graders can re-watch previous videos, on the
Congregation’s YouTube channel.

¢ YOUTH BIBLE STUDY: Youth 61"-12th graders are studying Genesis in
Westbrook 0015 and Youth Bible Study Zoom link.

e ADULT BIBLE STUDY: A 10-week study on Jeremiah in Westbrook 0013 and Adult
Bible Study Zoom link. This is the Jeremiah Passage.

e ADULT FORUM: The Rev. Dr. Susan Dunlap, Consulting Faculty, Duke Divinity
School - "The Theology of People Who Live Without Homes" in Westbrook 0012
and Adult Forum Zoom link.

UNIVERSITY WORSHIP 11:00 a.m. In-Person and Online

First Sunday of Advent

Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Richard Lischer, James T. and Alice Mead Cleland Professor
Emeritus of Preaching, Duke Divinity School

Worship In-Person: masks required indoors, no other restrictions

Worship Online Here

Lectionary Readings

All are welcome!




EDUCATION

ADVENT STUDY
Save time this December for an Advent study of All the Good: A
Wesleyan Way of Christmas. This book, written by faculty at Duke
Divinity school, guides readers through the four weeks of Advent by
reflecting on biblical passages in light of an aspect of Wesleyan
means of grace. The means of grace are highlighted by illustrations
and stories. Advent study groups will meet virtually at 10:00 a.m. and
7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15 and 22. The
morning Zoom link is here. The evening Zoom link is here.
The reading plan is:

e Dec. 1: Introduction and Practicing Advent, p. 9-44

e Dec 8: Praying in Advent, p. 45-78

e Dec. 15: Practices of Mercy, p. 79-98

e Dec 22: Christmas is Only the Beginning, p. 99 - 126

ADVENT RESOURCES

The four weeks of Advent are an opportune time for focus on the spiritual life as a means
of preparing for the celebration of the birth of Jesus. Many devotional resources are
available for individual and family use. A few options are here.

Gathering to Write from the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina

It is Well with My Soul from the North Carolina Council of Churches

Signs of the Sacred from Society of St. Andrew

The Season of Almost written by Kate Bowler, Divinity School professor

Video Journey through Advent and Christmas from Zoe Empowers (sign up for weekly
emails)

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY

University graduate students, other young adults, and their partners are invited to a virtual
Bible study on the second and fourth Mondays of the month. The next gathering is
December 13 at 6:30 p. m. All questions and perspectives are welcome. This is the
Young Adult Bible Study Zoom link. Please contact Matt Wright for additional information.

MISSION

PRAYER SERVICE FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

The brief weekly prayer service will not be offered on Thursday, November 25, but will be
offered on Thursdays, December 2 and 9 evenings at 8:00 p.m. These will be the final
prayer services in this series. The prayer Zoom link is here.

VIRTUAL BACK PEW COLLECTION

Please consider helping Reality Ministries by donating
items on their Wishlist. The following items can be dropped
off at Reality Ministries at 916 Lamond Avenue, Durham.

o Office Supplies (Envelopes, Paper, Dry-ease
markers, Dry-ease board cleaner, Sharpies, Pens,
Ink-HP 60 & 61, Canon 245 & 246)

e Postage Stamps

e Coloring Books

e Kitchen Supplies (Dishwasher Detergent, All Purpose Cleaner, Dish Cloths,
Disinfectant Wipes, Coffee (Ground or Whole Bean)

e Paper Products (Plates, Cups, Napkins, Paper Towels, Toilet Tissue, Band-Aids)

e Hand Sanitizer

¢ Gift Cards (Gas, Grocery, Office Supplies, Home Depot, Costco)

ministries

ANGEL TREE - SHARE YOUR CHRISTMAS
Volunteers are needed to help make Christmas bright for area
residents. The Mission and Outreach Committee has adopted 35



people from Durham on behalf of the Congregation as a part of
this year's Share Your Christmas. Please see this list of
individuals and their gift requests. Shopping this year can be as
simple as a gift card purchase. Most requests can be purchased
online, and the spending limit is $65-75. Please sign up here to
make a person's Christmas a bit more special. Just pick someone
from the list as soon as possible, sign up, and either Judi Vos or
Jane Fellows will contact you with further instructions. Jane and
Judi will arrange for drop off or pick up, which needs to be done
by December 10. Thank you!!

DECEMBER PARTNER AGENCY — URBAN MINISTRIES OF %7 A
DURHAM Z
The Congregation has long considered Urban Ministries of Durham URBAN MINISTRIES
as a partner in serving the needs of our Durham neighbors. Their OF DURHAM

mission is to connect with the community to end homelessness and

fight poverty by offering food, shelter, and a future to neighbors in need. Urban Ministries
provides a shelter, a community café that serves three meals a day, seven days a week, a
food pantry, and a clothing closet along with robust programming to empower people to
move out of homelessness long term.

DECEMBER VIRTUAL BACK PEW COLLECTION — URBAN MINISTRIES OF DURHAM
Urban Ministries of Durham welcomes donations for their food pantry and clothing closet.
In addition, Urban Ministries particularly requests donations for holiday meals, as detailed
here and welcomes donations of items through their Amazon wish list. All donations may
be dropped off at 410 Liberty Street, Durham during business hours.

LASAGNAS NEEDED

Volunteers are needed to bring two party-sized baked lasagnas (12-
serving size) to Urban Ministries, 410 Liberty Street, Durham in order to
continue the Congregation’s commitment to providing a meal once a
month to our hungry neighbors. Volunteers will meet donors in the
parking lot to take your lasagnas to the kitchen. The donation of lasagnas is next needed
on Wednesday, December 22 at 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, January 9 at 5:00 p.m. Please
sign up to donate lasagnas here.

SERVING AT URBAN MINISTRIES

Urban Ministries of Durham needs volunteers to assist in their community café. Only two
people are needed per shift, which promotes safety for all involved. To review the needs
and volunteer, please see this sign-up.

THE MINISTRY OF MISSIONS AND OUTREACH

The Missions and Outreach Committee is charged by the Congregation to build
connections with our neighbors locally, within the state, nationally, and internationally. Our
ministry provides Congregation members with the opportunity to engage with our local
human service partners through monthly meal services, Saturday service projects and
back pew collections of needed supplies. We also provide financial support for orphan
groups in Zimbabwe through ZOE Ministries to promote a path to economic independence
and social integration into their communities. Each year we conduct a well-defined grant
application and distribution process with our local partners. To increase community
impact, our grants are approximately split equally between empowerment (education,
employment, special support) vs basic needs (food, shelter). We welcome all members of
the Congregation and give thanks to God for the opportunity to be of service and assist
our neighbors. The committee meets on the first Sunday of the month after worship. For
more information, please contact congregation@duke.edu.

FELLOWSHIP

DECEMBER FELLOWSHIP EVENT
Attention Congregation members, Chapel staff, students and
visitors! Bundle up and join the Fellowship Committee following



worship on Sunday, December 5 at 12:00 p.m. for an outdoor
holiday gathering on the lawn between the Chapel and Divinity
School. Hot beverages and Christmas goodies galore will be
provided. Plan to share some holiday cheer with one another.

MINISTRY OF THE FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE

The Fellowship Committee believes that building and maintaining relationships with one
another is vital to the spiritual health of the Congregation. It is within these relationships
that we both give and receive strength, support, prayer, knowledge and connection. This
Committee is tasked with hosting monthly social events (ex., meals, games, holiday
gatherings, etc.) that encourage us to get to know one another and build meaningful
relationships. We seek welcoming personalities who enjoy social gatherings and talking
with people. If you are interested in learning more or joining the Fellowship Committee,
please email erkenly@gmail.com.

GOOD TO KNOW

HOLIDAYS
The Congregation Staff will be observing the following holidays and the Office will be
closed on these dates:
e Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday, November 25 and Friday, November 26
e Christmas holiday on Friday, December 24 and Monday, December 27
¢ New Year holiday on Friday, December 31 and Monday, January 3

END OF YEAR GIFTS

The Congregation welcomes financial gifts at any time of the year, including at the end of

the year. Gifts may be made by way of IRA distribution, checks mailed to the office, online
giving and other means detailed on the website. Some helpful links to plan your year-end

giving are as follows:

Ways to give to the Congregation

Online Giving Through Breeze (one time or recurring)

Check your Giving Record (create an account in Breeze then review your giving to date.)

SUNDAY SERVICE LECTORS NEEDED

Volunteers are needed to read scripture during the Sunday morning worship service from
now through January 9. Previous experience is not required. Assistant Dean Bruce
Puckett will guide volunteers through the process of reading and answer any questions.
Please sign up here.

CHOIR HOSPITALITY
The Congregation supports the Duke Chapel Choir by
loving and supporting the singers and their music and,
among other things, providing hospitality for Messiah and
Easter weekends. Due to COVID-19 complexities, our
Messiah treats will look a little different this year, but with
no less gratitude for choir harmonies. If you would like to
' contribute, please contact Deb Hackney, by December 2,
the week after Thanksgiving. Monetary donations accepted or specific items needed.
Creatives who like to draw are also needed. Deb can be reached by email or at 919-724-
6785.

VOCAL ARTS ENSEMBLE HOLIDAY CONCERT

The Vocal Arts Ensemble of Durham (VAE), conducted by former Duke Chapel Choir
Director Rodney Wynkoop, is thrilled to present its annual holiday concert, “O Holy Night,”
after being silenced last year because of the pandemic. This concert will take place on
Friday, December 10 at 7:30 pm at the First Presbyterian Church, 305 E Main Street,
Durham, and will feature glorious music celebrating the holiday season written by
composers such as Franz Biebl, Benjamin Britten, and John Rutter. Several members of
the Duke Chapel Choir will be singing in this concert and would love to see many of you




there. There is no charge, but donations will be gratefully accepted. PLEASE NOTE
THESE COVID GUIDELINES: All members of VAE have been vaccinated against COVID-
19 and will be masked and distanced during the concert. VAE strongly encourages all
attendees to be vaccinated prior to attending the concert. Masks are required while inside
the church.

NOVEMBER COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

e Meeting was held November 18 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.

e Treasurer’s Report: Giving online through Breeze went up and total revenue for
October was 185% of the budget. Our year-to-date giving has now “caught up” and
is over 100% of the amount budgeted, while total expenditures for October were
46.5% of the amount budgeted. Our year-to-date expenditures are 76% of the
amount budgeted.

e Committee Reports included the following highlights:

1. The Mission Committee presented their recommended allocation of $70,429.00; the
amount includes 25% income over expense from last year and extra giving due to
COVID-19. There was unanimous acceptance of the recommended distributions by
the Council.

2. Pastor’s in-person visitations with members have been more frequent; for those
who are able to safely and comfortably gather, it is great to be together.

3. Outdoor Children & Family Gatherings on Sunday mornings were held in October
and planned to continue into November.

4. Our two adult education classes on Sunday mornings are continuing to improve in
the delivery of hybrid education. Glitches in presentation are less frequent.
Attendance is modest, both in-person and online. Other Education Committee
activities continue to be held, keeping with the “justice” theme.

5. Four Life Together groups are meeting biweekly; many Adult Forum speakers are
already lined up and additional ones in queue for response.

6. Approximately 15 people attended a guided tour of the Historic Stagville, hosted by
the Fellowship Committee. The event was educational, eye-opening, and one that
the Committee would like to repeat next year. Care Committee, Birthday Callers and
Chapel Quilters activities continue to be held.

¢ The December Council meeting has been canceled and the next meeting will be
held January 20 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.

NOVEMBER FINANCE REPORTS
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COMING IN DECEMBER

December Birthdays

1 Mirene Kpa

2 Abigail Goetzl

5 Ginny Cole; Jeannie Norris

6 Rosemary Nye

7 Beth Owen

8 Kevin Moore; Chris O'Connor; Charlie Wolff
9 Andrew Teel



10 Dana Moller; Susan Willms

11 Amos Oliver

12 Maggie Coates

13 Gloria Dockery; Kathi Peindl; Ann Sager

15 Kimberley Caulfeild

16 Parker Betts

17 Alex Young; Kat Fogartie

18 John Mackessy, Jr.; Pam Marcom

19 Joe Coates

20 Caroline Craig; Steven Winters Jr.

22 Emsley Palmer

23 Alison George

25 David Baker; Gus Grant; Mabel Lewis

26 Ed Gerler; Hugh Knapp; Patsy Willimon

27 Lucy Worth

29 Drew Hains; Will Siburt

30 Lydia Califf; Jane Fellows; Maggie Chambers; Lily Hansen
31 Kelsey Armstrong; Maureen Lewis; Lynn Yanyo; Josie Lester-Bacon

December Worship Services at Duke Chapel

Online Worship:

Worship Services will continue to be broadcast live on Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

From the Duke Chapel website: Tune in live to Sunday morning services on the Duke
Chapel YouTube Channel, channel 12 of the Duke Hospital TV System, channel 110 of
the Duke Campus Vision TV system, and WDNC Radio (620 AM). Listen to rebroadcasts
of services on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. on WPTF Radio (680 AM), as well as on The
People's Channel on Spectrum Cable in Durham and Chapel Hill.

Preaching Schedule

e December 5 — The Rev. Bruce Puckett, Assistant Dean of Duke Chapel

e December 12 — The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean of Duke Chapel

e December 19 — The Rev. Alma Tinoco Ruiz, Lecturer in Homiletics & Evangelism
and Director of Hispanic House of Studies, Duke Divinity School

e December 24 — The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean of Duke Chapel at 2:00 p.m.,
5:00 p.m., and 8:00 p.m.

e December 26 — The Rev. Kathryn Lester-Bacon, Director of Religious Life, Duke
Chapel

Christmas Eve Services
The Chapel will hold these Christmas Eve worship services on Friday, December 24:
e 2:00 p.m.: A family-friendly service, lasting about forty-five minutes, with favorite
hymns and carols, as well as a brief homily by Chapel Dean Luke Powery.
e 5:00 p.m.: A service with music from the Durham Children’s Choir and a sermon
from Dean Powery.
e 8:00 p.m.: A service with music from the Amalgam Brass Ensemble and soloists, as
well as a sermon from Dean Powery.
¢ 11:00 p.m.: The Chapel’s traditional Service of Lessons and Carols with a choir,
scripture readings and Christmas carols. This service will be broadcast statewide by
Spectrum News 1 as well as by radio on 620 AM.
¢ All four of the Christmas Eve services will be livestreamed on the Duke Chapel
website and broadcast on channel 12 of the Duke Hospital TV system.
Free parking will be available in the Bryan Center Parking Garage. Face masks are
required.

JOYS AND CONCERNS

e None known at this time.

PRAYER REQUESTS: To request confidential prayer from members of the Prayer
Ministry, please send your confidential request to the Prayer Ministry.



SUBMISSION DEADLINE: All e-News articles and announcements are to be submitted to
the following e-mail address: congregation@duke.edu by 5:00 p.m. each Monday.

SUBSCRIPTION MANAGEMENT: Please send corrected email addresses or requests to
be unsubscribed to congregation@duke.edu.

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION AND INCLUSION
The Congregation at Duke University Chapel joyfully welcomes all persons regardless of
age, race, class, origin, sexual orientation, or any other distinction and invites membership
and participation in all of its ministries.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Visit our Website | Visit our Calendar | Online Giving

Email | Phone: 919-684-3917 | Mailing address: Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974
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and Office Administrator Pastoral Care

Nathaniel Metz Matt Wright Mindy Erdmann
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Youth and Young Adults Duke Divinity School



Jazmyn McKoy
Assistant
Communications and Outreach




