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TREATMENT PROPOSAL FORM

Call Number: Lab Number: 2015/16-187

Library/Department: Author/Artist: Allingham, Helen Paterson

Librarian: Allie Poffinberger Title: Helen Paterson Allingham Papers, 1868-1916, box 2
Date Examined: 7/7/2016 Publication Date: Number of pages: ~40
Examined by: Henry Hebert Size: H27.9cm W 37.3 cm T32 cm

Special instructions:

Original to Conservation Lab
Copy to Library




Duke University Library
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Perkins Library 031A

Description:

Paper folder with 4 manuscript letters in various inks on laid paper. One small carte de visite with manuscript in ink on the
recto, stored in polyethylene sleeve. Two mounted exhibit labels, one with Velcro on the verso.

Scrapbook is a half style binding with polished and diced black goat skin covering the spine and corners. Pebble-patterned
black cloth siding up the boards. Thick, single gold lines have been tooled on the boards where the leather meets the cloth.
Evidence at the turn-ins indicates that the current spine is a repair, adhered directly over the original leather.

Stuck-on endbands of twisted green and yellow cord. Textblock edges undecorated. Endsheets are single folios of thin,
wove yellow paper. Manuscript in graphite on recto of front flyleaf and ink drawing on white paper fully adhered to verso.
Large watercolor sheet tipped to recto of rear flyleaf and Black ink stamp on rear pastedown. Textblock is composed of thick,
light brown wove paper. Sections include stubs to act as compensation for items adhered to the pages. Sections are sewn all
along on two wide (2cm) textile tapes. Textblock spine has been lined with heavy craft paper, making it inflexible.

Some drawings and manuscript on the substrate pages. Items adhered to pages include: drawings in graphite, ink, and
water color on a variety of laid and wove papers. Some photomechanical reproductions, and color lithographs. Items appear
to be adhered either all over, or just at the head and tail edges. No observed discoloration from the adhesive, so likely starch
based.

Condition:

All items in the paper folder are in good condition.

Binding and textblock are in poor condition. Original leather at corners is very worn and abraded, with the book board
exposed and delaminating at the corners. Repair leather at spine is lightly abraded and discolored. White staining on siding
up cloth. The boards remain attached, but both hinges are broken and the flyleaves are detached. Endsheets are dirty, foxed,
and exhibit edge tears and creases. Heavy brown paper has been adhered at the spine edge of the front flyleaf. The first two
leaves are taped to the flyleaf with oxidized cellophane tape.

Textblock paper is quite brittle, with breaking edges having formed and many leaves becoming detached. Discoloration
along the top edge of most leaves. Extensive edge damage, including tears, cracking, and major losses to some sheets. Some
leaf damage has been repaired with white paper tape. Scarfing and light staining from adhesive on some pages indicates that
items have been removed or became detached.

Treatment Proposal:

Handling in current condition is very difficult without causing further damage to the substrate paper or causing additional
leaves to detach. Recommend retaining current format.
e Detach textblock from case, completely disband.
e Dry clean pages. Repair tears, infill sheets and reattach conjugate as needed with toned Japanese paper and wheat
starch paste. Remove tape.
e  Resew sections (possibly on a concertina) and line spine to create a more flexible opening.
e Consolidate board corners with paste and infill with toned Japanese paper. Recase

Estimated Treatment Time: 15 hours

Proposed by: (signature) Date:

Approved by: (signature) Date:

Original to Conservation Lab
Copy to Library
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TREATMENT REPORT FORM

Call Number: RUB Bay 3339

Lab Number.: 2015/16-187a

Library/Department: Rubenstein

Author/Artist: Allingham, Helen Paterson

Librarian: Allie Poffinberger

Title: Helen Paterson Allingham Papers, 1868-1916, box 2

Date Examined: 7/7/2016

Publication Date:

Treated by: Henry Hebert

Size: H 279 cm W 373 cm T 32 cm

Special instructions:

Treatment Performed:

- Before and after written and photographic documentation was produced.
- Pages were dry cleaned using vulcanized rubber sponges and Staedtler-Mars white vinyl erasers.

- Removed all detached pages

Mended tears with pretoned Tengujo Japanese paper(#28, Japanese Paper Place) and Aytex-P wheat starch paste.
Losses were infilled with HM-57 Japanese paper (Hiromi), toned to match with Golden Fluid acrylic paints.

The front of the hollow tube (likely added at time of reback) was cut to separate the textblock from the case and
gain access to the sewing.

Applied 4% Culminal MC 2000 S Methylcellulose (Talas) in deionized (DI) water poultice to the spine to remove
paper hollow and textile spine lining.

Removed the stubs and compensation strips from the front of the textblock where pages were detached and the
sewing was broken.

Matched and re-attached the stubs to their conjugate leaves, correcting the order of detached pages. The two
pieces were joined and sections were guarded with pre-toned Tengujo and wheat starch paste.

The first two sections were re-sewn, using 35/3 linen thread, with additional woven tape supports added over the
existing ones to aid in board attachment.

Lined spine, first with untoned Kozo paper and wheat starch paste, then with unbleached airplane linen. Finally a 1-
on-2-off hollow of Gutenberg handmade paper was created and adhered to the spine with wheat starch paste.

The interior of the case spine was lined with 10 point Bristol board. And the exposed board corners were
consolidated with wheat starch paste and covered with pretoned black Moriki Japanese paper (Talas).

The spine of the case was adhered to the hollow tube with wheat starch paste.

The ends of the original tapes were lifted at the pastedowns of the boards and the new tapes adhered underneath.

Then the hinges were repaired with Ikeda #29 Japanese paper (Talas).

Total Hours: 12 Hours

Original to Conservation Lab
Copy to Library
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