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Lucy Leary Dudley: Lucy L.—I. Dudley. 

Kara Miles: Okay. So tell me about this midwives and diapering and all that that Miss Carrie was just talking
about. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Well I was born in Pitt County, and I was mostly a babysitter at first, because my mother
had to work, and I had to take care of the baby. And I had to diaper baby, because they don't diaper them
like they do now. They had to use one, use mostly three pins in the diaper, two for the side and one for the
[indistinct 00:00:58] of the baby. And I had to do feeding. The feeding was not like they are now. The feeding
was too many foods that shouldn't have been, but that's the way it was in my day, chew the baby food and
give it to them. And I was a mother to my baby sister, and I had to diaper her. We had to go outdoors
somewhere. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: So when we had to be diapered, we had to be used, as I recall, going to the restroom. It
was out the door, behind the house or behind the building or somewhere. I was worried, well to take care of
the younger one under the baby or over the baby, and I had to wash after the baby. Mother had to work
[indistinct 00:03:28] five days to the week, and I had to babysit. Lots of times I had to wash behind the baby. 

Kara Miles: How old were you when you started watching the baby? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: I don't exactly know the date, but I didn't go to school early like they do now. I didn't go
to school until I was [indistinct 00:03:50] about nine years old before I went to school. 

Kara Miles: Is that because you had to watch the baby before then? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: I had to take care of the baby, because my mother, she had to go almost like her father
did. 

Kara Miles: What did your mother do? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: She worked for the lady that we farmed with. She done her washing and sometimes
done her cooking. And she would bring home what was left over [indistinct 00:04:41] from what was cooked
and what was left from the lady we farmed with. Sometimes she had to bring home that leftover for we
children. 

Kara Miles: Did you like when she would bring that home, when she would bring it? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, we liked it cold. We was glad she would bring it home, because she didn't allow us
to cook at my age. But I started cooking very early. I had to stand on a stool and look in the pot, so I could



see what was in the pot, how much water was in the pot. I had to stand on a stool. I started doing just that
early. 

Kara Miles: What kind of things would you cook? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Huh? 

Kara Miles: What kind of things did you cook? What kind of food did you cook? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: We would cook beans and cabbage or collards or whatever she was going to have for
dinner. She'd put it out, so I could get in my reach, so I could get it. And she would tell me she would dot the
clock. She'd take her finger and put it in the flower and dot the clock. "When the hand get along here," she
said, "You put this in the pot." And that's the way she'd dot the clock. I couldn't tell time like she could, but
she'd dot the clock with the flour, with her finger. And I could know what time to put the bread in the pot,
because we cooked bread in the pot more so than we did bake it. 

Kara Miles: Okay, how do you cook bread in a pot? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: We call it dumpling. And she'd put the meat on before she go, and then she'd put the
collards or beans or whichever we're going to cook, she'd put them in what we call a dishpan and wash
them, let it sit there and say, "When the clock hand get along here now, you put this in the pot. And when it
cook down low enough, then you get these here dumplings." You put the dumplings in a tray. Everybody
almost used a tray to make up bread in, and she'd lay a dumpling out for everyone that was going to eat, for
everybody had a dumpling. And we'd lay the dumplings in the pot after the collards or beans, whatever I
had on. You'd put that in the pot and put the lid on and just keep enough fire. We were cooking with wood.
We weren't cooking with no gas or oil or nothing like that. We would cook with wood, so I had to see about
keeping some wood in the stove and see about water getting too low in the pot. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: So when stuff was going, I don't ever remember burning anything she left. I always had it
just about right. Then she come, she didn't have nothing to do for a time but take it up, put it on the table
and for my father and brother or whoever going to eat. And we, that's the way we done. And my older sister,
she mostly had to go with my mother. Whatever Mother had to do, she had to go with Mother. 

Kara Miles: So she went to work with your mother. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Uh-huh, my older sister, and I had to stay home and take care of the baby. I clothed the
baby one time. I had to wash his diapers and then diaper the baby. 

Kara Miles: Did you have brothers? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, I had a brother. I had a older brother and a older sister, had two sisters older than I
and one brother. 



Kara Miles: What did your other sister do? You said one sister went with your mother to work. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, most of the time she'd leave the baby in my hands, because she first started
leaving the baby in the other sister's hands. But she said the other sister would eat the baby's food. Instead
of giving it to the baby, she'd eat about half of it. And she found it out, so she put me into taking care of the
baby. I would get the baby before she'd leave for the day. 

Kara Miles: So what did that sister do around the house? What was her job? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, she'd play around and pick up things, and she would diaper the baby sometimes
too. But she mostly left the baby in my hands, because she said I was more — act more like a mother to the
baby than my other sister did. Because some children don't like bothering with little babies, but I didn't
mind it. And so she'd leave the baby mostly in my hands. 

Kara Miles: What kind of stuff did your brothers do? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Well they'd go with their daddy. And whatever he done, whatever it was, he [indistinct
00:10:33] coal, scrubbing, scrubbing. They call it scrubbing. They would cut the ditch bank, breaking ground.
And brother would be sometimes, he wouldn't be done so much but to be with his daddy. They didn't leave
him to the house. 

Kara Miles: What was your house like that you grew up in? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Well it wasn't so pleasant, but my mother was good for quilting, we call patching,
patching up things. And she [indistinct 00:11:20] the house had the holes in it, where you could look right
out without going outdoors. We even stayed in houses like that. 

Kara Miles: No, I've heard about them. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, we stayed in the houses, could go and look out. She tells us not go in the road or
not go out in the driveway such as that. So we would look out through them cracks and take care of like
that. But most of the time she would want us to stay in, wouldn't be in the way of nobody or bother nobody
else's things, nobody else's goods or nobody else's garden. 

Kara Miles: How many rooms did your house have? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Sometimes it had three. 

Kara Miles: What do you mean, sometimes had three? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, had three-room house, and sometimes we called a shed, we called it, the boys



room, the shed room. I don't know why they called it shed, but that's what they called it. Boys slept in the
shed room, and girls slept in the other, in the room of the house. 

Kara Miles: So the shed room, was that part of the house? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: It was part of the house, but sometimes the kitchen won't connect to the house and had
what we call a flat form going to the kitchen. So three or four boards, we didn't hardly ever call them
porches. They always called them flat form. I don't know why they did. They would go from house to the
kitchen. They called them flat forms. 

Kara Miles: Okay, a flat farm? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Flat form. 

Kara Miles: Fat farm? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Flat, you go down the flat form, don't fall off the flat form, go into the kitchen. If it rains,
you're told the flat form might be slippery. She said, "Look out going to the kitchen on the flat form." I don't
know why they called it like that, but they did. 

Kara Miles: Did you live in the same house the whole time growing up, or did you move around to other
houses? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, we moved. My daddy was a moving man. I can't say exactly where my real home
was, because my daddy moved. He stayed in one place two years, and if he didn't get satisfaction, he'd get
up and go. 

Kara Miles: What would make him satisfied with the house or with where he was? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Sometimes he was moving one [indistinct 00:14:14] but to the man he was staying with,
when he couldn't get along with sometimes. That's why he moved. He didn't worry about the house, Papa
didn't. My father didn't. Mamma now, she liked to get in a better one every time. But my father, it didn't
make much difference to him, if Mamma didn't care. 

Kara Miles: So you all would live on — 

Lucy Leary Dudley: From farm to farm. 

Kara Miles: So would you rent land? You would rent a house from— 

Lucy Leary Dudley: We were renting. We didn't have nothing of our own. We was renters; Papa was. 



Kara Miles: Okay, so your father would pay. Every month he would pay the owner something, or how did he
rent that? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: No, he didn't pay nothing. If he was going to farm, he didn't pay nothing. 

Kara Miles: Okay, so he farmed. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: He farmed and raised about — We raised our meat such as chickens and hogs, and we
had a cow as long as I can remember. He'd look out for that part. I can't say my father didn't look out for the
feeding, but we moved a lot. I couldn't say I had not special home until I got married. I didn't ever move no
more after I got married. 

Kara Miles: You didn't? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: No, he, my husband had his own home, house and cows, hogs and mules and horse,
everything. 

Kara Miles: Great. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: But my father didn't. 

Kara Miles: You said your father didn't pay rent, but he farmed. So he would give — 

Lucy Leary Dudley: If he farmed, he didn't pay no rent. 

Kara Miles: Okay, so would he have to give the owner some of the crops or some of — 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Hay for it, sometimes was hay, if according to how he rent it. If he rent, if he moved in to
farm, he didn't pay nothing. 

Kara Miles: Okay, what kind of things did he farm? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: He had corn and cotton, tobacco and field peas. All the field peas right now we get, we
had to buy them. But we raised our peas. Sometimes we raised peanuts, and sometimes we raised field peas
we had to shell. 

Kara Miles: Okay. Did you used to help on the farm? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, after I got up larger. Mamma commenced staying to the house some and let we
children go to work. So that made a difference. 

Kara Miles: So how old were you when your mother decided to let the children start working? 



Lucy Leary Dudley: Well I reckon I was 11 or 12 years old before she started staying to the house and let we
children work. And so that was so much better, because she knew what she wanted to cook and how she
wanted. She didn't have to dot nothing. 

Kara Miles: Yeah. So what kind of work did you do when that happened? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Well when that happened, we had to chop cotton, pick cotton and [indistinct 00:17:58]
tobacco. We even had to chop peanuts. You farm peanuts, you got to chop them. But we didn't never chop
no field peas, nothing. See, he plant them. Whatever come up in the peas, they stayed in there, because we
didn't ever chop no peas. But we would chop the corn and tobacco and peanuts and sweet potatoes and
white potatoes. All that stuff we cooked, we raised. 

Kara Miles: So when you were about 11, that's when you started going to work on the farm. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: I started work. 

Kara Miles: Okay, and you would all work. You and your brothers and sisters would work on the farm, the
land that your father was working. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: The same farm, we all worked together. And after I got up large enough to use a hoe to
chop with, and so I learned how to not chop the regular food down, the stuff we were going to use. I didn't
chop that down. We was chopping at the [indistinct 00:19:16], the weeds. So we got along all right after
Mamma started staying to the house. The children then took the field, and Mother, she stayed to the house. 

Kara Miles: Did one of your go to work in the owner's house like your mother had been doing, or did she still
do that? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: No, my mom, they all were in the same house, no separation. 

Kara Miles: But remember you said that your mother would go to work in the house on the people who
owned the land, that she would go to work for them. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, she worked for them until, everywhere we went, until the children got large
enough to carry on the work. Then she got staying to the house and let the children go. 

Kara Miles: Go ahead. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: My two older sisters and my older brother and I, we all started working, and she stayed
to the house, took care of the house then. 

Kara Miles: So would you go to work at the owner's house? Would you go to do their washing or cooking or



anything? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: No, we didn't do none of that. Mamma did, but we didn't do none of that. We just worked
in the field. 

Kara Miles: So even when you all got larger, she still went there to do the washing and cooking? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: She done did work home, washing and cooking and baby take care. She done all that. 

Kara Miles: Okay. Did you like to farm? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, I liked it. 

Kara Miles: What did you like best? What crops did you like doing best? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: I liked it all until it come time to pick the cotton. 

Kara Miles: Didn't like picking cotton. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: I didn't like that part. And another thing I didn't like, they pulled. They called pull fodder. 

Kara Miles: They did what? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Pull fodder. 

Kara Miles: What's that? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: That's the blades on the corn. I learned how to do that, but I didn't like that much, but I
had to learn it. And he used to, he would encourage us. "You all are to do this and do that." And we worked
on Saturdays. He said, "You all have what you make, you work on Saturday." And the rest of the time, he
collected. But on Saturday or a holiday, if we done something on a holiday, he give that to us. 

Kara Miles: He would give you money for it, or he would give you — 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, the work for what we had. We could do what we pleased with it now. Like if we
pulled fodder, we pulled fodder for the owner of the land, and he pay us. If he paid Papa, he give it to us. 

Kara Miles: What did you used to do with the money? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: We'd buy cheeses, a little cheese. And we call cheese and crackers and sardines. I
thought [indistinct 00:22:36] nothing like sardines. And sauces, you could buy sauce at dinner already
cooked. Of course you get some now, but they weren't like that. They was in jars, and we'd buy sauces and



stuff like that, candy and the stuff. Because we didn't have to buy the groceries, because Pa would've done
that. But we got what we wanted with our little money. 

Kara Miles: Where was the store that you would go to? How far away was the store? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Sometimes we were close, and sometimes we were far. Because according to where he
moved at, he moved close to a store, we go. But if we were far off now, we'd hold up a little money until we
could get to the store. 

Kara Miles: Were the stores owned by White people? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Mm-hmm. We had one or two Black stores, but most of them were White. And I was
telling some of them last week, I said I could find some [indistinct 00:23:57] sweet cakes the way we used to
get. They were large sweet cakes and had a hole in them. And I loved that, because it would taste good with
[indistinct 00:24:06]. I tell you, we don't see none of them like that now. You get some of them, they're so
hard, you can't hardly eat them. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: So that's where I come up, eating like that. But one thing Papa did, he [indistinct
00:24:23]. That's one thing. I mean he give us our little money. We would work on holidays. We'd work on
holidays. We would work on holidays sometimes, Saturdays. He'd give us that, and that's what we would
get, sardines, soda crackers and cheese. Cheese was easy to buy [indistinct 00:24:49]. I worked several,
many days for 50 cents. And Mamma, she worked for 50 cents sometimes, and sometimes she carried me
with her. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: After I got up, she would go out. She thought we wouldn't do the person's work good
enough. She didn't want the boy to flubber, didn't want to what we call flubber. They called it flubber, if you
didn't chop it good. And she'd go along with us. She'd put me on her row and let me chop a little place, the
header to help her out. I done that [indistinct 00:25:38] go help Mamma on her row, what she was chopping.
If I didn't chop it good, she'd come along behind me and finish cleaning it. 

Kara Miles: So you would make 50 cent a day, like when you worked on the holiday? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, we'd get 50 cent. 

Kara Miles: And so when you would go to the store with your 50 cent, how much could you buy with 50 cent?

Lucy Leary Dudley: Well sometimes one would get cheese, and one, some get the soda crackers. And we all
get together, and we would buy ourselves our little goodies. We'd bring some. We'd bring it home, but we
would get what we would get. 

Kara Miles: Then you'd take it home and all eat it together. 



Lucy Leary Dudley: All eat together. Papa, he would never bother. We would buy something like that, he
wouldn't bother with us. He'd give it up to us. Mamma, she'd eat some. She'd eat some with us. But Papa, he
give it to us. He wouldn't bother with it, hardly ever bothered with it. But the sweet potatoes and white
potatoes and peas and corn and tobacco and all that stuff, that's what we farmed. 

Kara Miles: Okay. You said that you didn't like picking cotton. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: I know I didn't like that. That's one thing I didn't like, and pulling that fodder. They called
it fodder, but it's the blades on the corn. 

Kara Miles: Why didn't you like that? What was bad about that? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Well I couldn't keep up with the rest of them, and then you're grabbing cotton. I was
slow about picking it [indistinct 00:27:23]. And to skin up your finger, I didn't like that. But the fodder, it was
kind of rough. You pull it down, and you didn't mind that, you cut yourself. Yeah, how come I didn't like the
fodder, but I had to pull it. But Father farming, and he had corn, and he had corn. And so he had to pull his
too, just like the other folks. And we'd pull it, get us all we could hold in our hand and then tie it and hang it
back on the stalk. 

Kara Miles: Did you have, when you were growing up, did you see a lot of White people? Were there a lot of
White people around you? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Well we were farming with White folks. Ever farm he moved on was White, and that's
how come sometimes, if they rushed my daddy, he was kind of quick tempered. If they rushed him too
much, and he would done the best he could, at the end of that year, he was gone. 

Kara Miles: So your daddy was quick tempered. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah. 

Kara Miles: Did he ever have any run-ins, any fights with the Whites that he worked for? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: No, they didn't fight, but he'd get up and go. Mamma called my daddy Bud. I don't know
why, because that's the way they call. She called him Bud, and, "I'd rather move before you did fight." He
never, never had known him to fight, but he would get up and go. I just thought he moved too much, but
Mamma would rather go than fight. 

Kara Miles: Did your parents ever talk about White people? Did they like White people, or did they— 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, seemed like everybody he farmed with liked him. But they would impose on him
sometimes, and he didn't like it. He'd get up and go, if they imposed on him. At least if they imposed on him



and his children, he'd get up and go [indistinct 00:29:52]. 

Kara Miles: Okay. So when you would live on the White farms, would there be other Black people living on
the farm too? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, sometimes it'd be two or three folks on that same farm. 

Kara Miles: Would you all work together, or would you each have your own piece of land that you worked? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Well we would have our farm to ourselves, and the other fellow would have him to his
self. But when it come to housing tobacco, they all would come work together, because had to have so
many to barn, what you call putting tobacco into the barn. Had to have so many to a barn, and when you
have so many to a barn, had to have some of the men from here, some of the men, some of the women, or
everybody couldn't tie tobacco. And some of them wouldn't have hands, so we had to use what we could
get like that. 

Kara Miles: Would the Black families that lived on the same farm, would they be friendly with each other? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, mostly all I know where he moved at, they all didn't never have no falling out or
nothing. 

Kara Miles: Would they help each other out if they needed it, if someone needed help on their farm or
something? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, they got along all right. I ain't known no time that they didn't get along. Or who he
farmed with, I mean the other families, they got along as far as I know. If there was any dissatisfaction, he
didn't let we children know it. And some of them were kind of peculiar, but he didn't have no fussing out
with the families. 

Kara Miles: What do you mean that some of them were kind of peculiar? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, some of them were, kind of. Some of them would try to get up early and get they
work done before the other ones do. And so he thought that would please the boss man. Some of them
would try to do that. And I didn't hear him speak about it, but he didn't really no fussing. And I was glad of
that, because Mamma didn't believe in no fuss. 

Kara Miles: When you were growing up, did you play with White children? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, I played with them and ate with them. 

Kara Miles: You ate with them, okay. 



Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah. Their mother would leave them to the house, and she'd go off. We'd all get
together. I remember sitting there, and the children go barefooted more than they do now. We'd sit down
and make what we call frog houses together. 

Kara Miles: Make what? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Frog houses, we called them frog houses, heap up dirt on our feet, because we all were
barefooted. The White children and we too were barefooted, and we sat in the sand and heaped dirt up on
our feet and then take our foot out and call it frog house. Yeah, I done that. 

Kara Miles: What other kind of games and things did you play? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, we played little games such as drop this handker. 

Kara Miles: What's that? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: You make a ring, all everybody take hold of hands and make a great circle. And one stand
in the middle of the ring, and the one standing in the middle would have a handker in hand. And he'd go
around and around and drop the handker behind somebody. That one over yonder could see the handker,
but this one here dropped it behind him couldn't see. And he would run around the place like that, because
he dropped the handker. Things like that, and this we call, another play we had, starts and still. That sounds
silly now, but we played it. 

Kara Miles: How'd you play that one? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Everybody hold hands and just go around and around and around. We called it starts
and still. I don't know why come. I don't know where they get it from, but we played it. 

Kara Miles: And so you would play these games with the White children [indistinct 00:34:55]. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: We all would play together. 

Kara Miles: Was there a certain age when the White children would stop playing with you? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, sometimes the older ones wouldn't play with [indistinct 00:35:08]. They stand and
look at us and all like that, but they didn't — If they were teenage up, Lord, they didn't play with us, we small
children. 

Kara Miles: Okay. Would teenage White children play with teenage Black children, with the same age Black
children? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Well they didn't so much as they got up to teenage, didn't do so much playing. They'd sit



and talk together. 

Kara Miles: Okay, but they would still be friendly after— 

Lucy Leary Dudley: My older sister would sit and talk with the older ones along with her. But then the
smaller ones, they all played together. But as long as they got up to teenagers, they didn't play together. I
had found them. 

Kara Miles: It's okay. Would you ever go to the White children's houses and play? Would you go in their
houses and play? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: No, we didn't. We all played outdoors most the time. Most the time we played outdoors. 

Kara Miles: Do you remember your grandparents? Did you know them? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: I don't remember. I didn't see none of my grandparents. I wanted, I'd have been glad to
seen some of them, but I didn't. My father's folks had died, he said, before he was a teenage boy. And my
mother, she said her grandmother raised her. She didn't stay home with her mother much, because her
grandmother raised her. So that's why they all was, when her and my daddy got married, they both died
before I got large enough, old enough to know. I tell my children now, say, "Y'all are blessed. You've seen
your grandma." But I say, "I didn't see none of mine." 

Kara Miles: Yeah. Did your parents ever talk about your grandparents, talk about their parents? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, I didn't hear Papa say much about his. Mamma talked about hers some, how they
was, had their tote things. And you didn't so much riding. Everything was walking. You had tote food and
wood and blocks and things like that. She had to carry them mostly on her shoulders and helps and like
they done like that. I didn't never hear Papa say much about his. 

Kara Miles: Did they ever talk about slavery? Had their parents been slaves? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Well my daddy did speak about that. He said he had an uncle named Richard, and he
said he stayed with him a lot, told his daddy that went to his uncle. And he said his daddy was there,
apparently was fighting. He said his daddy would tell him that. He called them Yankees or something. His
daddy said, "You hear that shooting?" Said, "That's them Yankees." I don't know who they were calling
Yankees, but I heard him say that. He said he would call, he said, "That's them Yankees." But I don't know
who they was. I don't know whether they were different nationalities or what. But he tell, he said his uncle
would tell him who they was. His uncle called them Yankees. I don't know who they was. 

Kara Miles: Did you have aunts and uncles? Did you know any aunts and uncles? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Now my mother's brother, I remember one of her brothers, he got sick. He was in



Kinston, and he wasn't married. And so he got sick, and they brought him to my mother's house to care for.
And he didn't never get up. And leave me and Alda to the house, and I was scared of the sick folk. And she
tell me to leave me all the way [indistinct 00:39:52] put it on me and leave me to look at. And I was scared of
the sick folk. 

Kara Miles: Why were you scared of him? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: I don't know. I don't know. I thought he was sick and couldn't do nothing. And he would
tell me, he would say, "Come up here, come up here, baby. Come up here and fan me. Come here and fan
me." They didn't have all these fans like got now. And my mother would make a fan. She'd cut out
pasteboard and tell me to fan him. And I remember her telling me to fan him, and I would stand way off and
try to fan. I don't know how come I was scared. I told my little granddaughter, I got one little great
granddaughter. And then my son, my oldest son passed this last October, my oldest son. And he was sick,
and his grandchild but my great grandchild, and he would tell his child, come tell me the child was scared of
him. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: And I said, "Well I can't fault her." I said, "Because I was scared of sick folks too when I
was little." So I remember all Mamma's sisters. I just remember them. They weren't around them, though,
because Pa moved so much. He didn't stay around. And so I didn't stay around to learn my aunts and uncles
or nothing like that. 

Kara Miles: Did any of your relatives live outside of North Carolina? Had any of them moved to other states? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Now my mother, all my mother's people is around Kinston. Ain't none of them down in
Pitt County as I know of. Maybe down there some of them I don't know, but was Kinston where she was
raised. Both her and Papa both were raised around Kinston. And they married, they moved off and didn't
come back. So that's how come I reckon i didn't know none of my aunts and uncles. 

Kara Miles: When you all moved around all the time, was it always like moving around Pitt County, or did
you move to other places? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Everywhere he moved, he moved in Beaufort County and stayed in there some. That's
the only county. Well he stayed in Craven County, but I was so small, I don't know much about that. But that
was up around Clifton. We stayed in Craven County. 

Kara Miles: Were there any differences that you remember between Beaufort and Pitt County? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: I didn't know no different then, but Beaufort County, I know I was larger then. I
remember he moving up there on the other side of Little Washington. He moved up there and stayed up
there a while. I wanted to keep staying there, because I was getting up around teenage years. I wanted to
stay up there, but he still didn't stay. He moved back in Pitt County. 



Kara Miles: Tell me about your teenage years. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Hmm? 

Kara Miles: Tell me about your teenage years. Did you used to court? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Well I courted some. That's how come I didn't want to move out of Beaufort County. I
had kind of started picking up then, and I wanted to stay up there. I got acquainted with a lot of the people
and went to church and went to school up there. And I had quite a bit of a lot of the girls and boys, so I
wanted to stay up there. But that wasn't Papa's plan. He moved back in Pitt County, way out there near
about four miles, five miles of Greenville and moved from Greenville down here where I'm at now. I mean
my daddy moved down there. That's where I got married. Daddy moved back in Pitt County. 

Kara Miles: How old were you when boys could start coming to see you? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: I was about 15, because I remember my brother getting married. He got married. My
older brother got married when I lived in Beaufort County. And his wife and I weren't much different in our
age. She weren't but 16. I was 15, and I got married. And she got married, and she would tell me, "You out
there playing, and somebody up here to see you, come up here to see you. You out there playing." I didn't
care what she said. I kept on playing. 

Kara Miles: Were there certain days that the boys could come see you, or could they come any day? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: No, Wednesday night was a special night. That's what Mamma give us, Wednesday night.

Kara Miles: Go ahead. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Or Saturday, something like that. But Wednesday night was the [indistinct 00:45:26]
time. 

Kara Miles: And how late could they stay? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: No longer than 9 o'clock. No, they didn't stay no longer than 9 o'clock. They stayed any
longer, Papa or Mamma was moving around, know they're getting ready to leave, would've said something. 

Kara Miles: Could a boy take you out? Could you go somewhere with a boy? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Well along when I was teenage, I didn't go out. I didn't go out. I would have a little party
or something like that to the school. I'd go to that with a boy, but I didn't go nowhere else, no eat out, cook
out and parties or nothing else. I didn't go to much of that. I went to the party to the school, and that's the
only way I ever got with a boy. 



Kara Miles: So a boy could come to your house and take you to the school. 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah, to the school, the school. And Mamma be sure one of the boys went with us, one of
my brothers went there. 

Kara Miles: One of your brothers had to go with you? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: Yeah. 

Kara Miles: Was this older or younger brother who would have to go with you? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: It would always be my older. And after he got married, my older brother got married,
then my next one would took me was my brother. And he'd be right there. "Mamma, I'm going." So that
would satisfy her, if some of the brothers went with me. 

Kara Miles: I bet you didn't like that, huh? 

Lucy Leary Dudley: I didn't care about them, because they wouldn't say nothing.


