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- Those of sonship. And bring the fatted calf and kill it and let us eat and make merry. For this my son was
dead and is alive again. He was lost and is found. And they began to make merry. What words of hope and
joy for us. To know that whenever you and I wander from God's love, God welcomes us back, forgives us,
and rejoices that we have turned around and come home again. God's promise of forgiveness gives comfort
to us. A prodigal can return home, and will be welcomed as a son, as a daughter. The story of the elder son is
challenging. When other prodigals return home, will you withhold your presence in anger and envy? Or will
you come inside and join in the merry making? Join in the celebration of resurrection and new life. For this
your brother, your sister, was dead and is alive. Was lost and now is found. Will you join me in prayer? Most
gracious and loving God who art as a mother and father to each one of us Send your Holy Spirit upon us this
day that we may each and all of us together in community, confess our waywardness and return to you.
Help us to know that you wait to be present for us and that you are always willing to forgive. Grant that we
may be people of compassion and that we may make merry when a sister or brother returns home again. In
the name and in the power of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. (bright organ music) (organ music drowns out
singing) The Lord be with you. 

- And also with you. 

- Let us pray. Our kind and gracious God the hope of all who seek thee and the joy of all who find. As we bow
in reverence before thy infinite majesty, lead us into the blessedness of the mystery of communion with
thee. Bestow upon us the peace which quiets every misgiving and the trust which fills the soul with joy and
gladness. Hear now these prayers for others, O God which we lift up onto thee. Let us pray for peace in our
world, for the people of South Africa, Central America, Afghanistan, Lebanon, Northern Ireland, Libya, and
the United States. Bestow upon the leaders of these nations and all other nations the wisdom to rule justly
and the courage to do so with compassion. Let us pray for the sick and the afflicted. For those suffering from
chronic or terminal disease, from mental illness, and the problems of aging. Provide for them homes of
dignity and peace. Grant those who seek to care for them the necessary skills and energy and the patience
to carry out their task in a manner that heals the spirit, if not the body. Let us pray for all victims of violence
and their families, both in our own communities and throughout the world. Increase our understanding of
the causes of violence and enable us still to love those who inflict it upon others even in its most abhorrent
forms. Let us pray for the right use of thy gifts, O God. Thou hast given all that we possess including precious
natural resources. Grant us grace that we may honor thee by being faithful stewards of thy bounty. We lift
these prayers unto thee, O God, reassured that thou has searched us and known us and lovest us still. In the
name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. And now in the spirit of Thanksgiving for all that God has done, let us
offer our gifts and ourselves unto God. (congregation rustles) ♪ Oh my Jesus Christ ♪ ♪ There he goes ♪ ♪ And
through his blight we move ♪ ♪ Join him working hand in hand ♪ ♪ Good to see ♪ ♪ The first name to eternity
♪ ♪ All they do is through Jesus Christ ♪ ♪ So ye on heaven's all in heart ♪ ♪ Thus walk us all ♪ ♪ And to him ♪ ♪
Decide he will be ♪ ♪ The trumpets today ♪ ♪ Hallelujah ♪ ♪ Hallelujah ♪ (choral singing) (chorus vocalizes)
(organ music) ♪ All creatures of our God and King ♪ ♪ Lift up your voice and let us sing ♪ ♪ Alleluia ♪ ♪ Alleluia



♪ ♪ Thou burning sun with golden beam ♪ ♪ Thou silver moon with softer gleam ♪ ♪ O Praise Him ♪ ♪ O Praise
Him ♪ ♪ Alleluia ♪ ♪ Alleluia ♪ ♪ Alleluia ♪ (organ music) Almighty and most merciful God from whom cometh
every good and perfect gift, we give thee thanks and praise for all thy mercies, thy goodness hath created
us, they bounty hath sustained us, thy love hath redeemed us. Give us a heart to love and to serve thee, and
enable us to show our thankfulness for all thy goodness and mercy by giving up ourselves completely into
thy service. This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ who taught us to pray with confidence. Our Father who
art in Heaven Hallowed be thy name Thy kingdom come Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever.
Amen. (organ music) And now go forth in peace and be of good courage. Hold fast to that which is good,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. And may the blessings of God creator Christ and Holy Spirit be with
you all now and forever. Amen. (organ music) (congregation chatters) (organ music)


