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Paul Ortiz: —going from the country to a city like Birmingham?

Lucy Steele: No, | don't be surprised at nothing. Don't nothing ever bother me. It's just another place. | don't
be alarmed at nothing. You get there, you find out the ways. It ain't nothing to worry about it. You know it
ain't like out in the country. See?

Paul Ortizz: Mm-hmm.

Lucy Steele: And you learn the ways of the town, just like you learn out there in the country.

Paul Ortiz: How long did it take for you to learn the ways of Birmingham?

Lucy Steele: | ain't never learned that because there is suddenly so much going on there. No, I never. 1 don't
reckon | ever will that. So much different than it was, used to be.

Paul Ortiz: Right. You mentioned working. You were working, you were doing laundry. Were you working
anywhere by, say, Fairfield?

Lucy Steele: No.

Paul Ortiz: Midfield?

Lucy Steele: Uh-huh.

Paul Ortiz: Bessemer?

Lucy Steele: No, | was working here in town.

Paul Ortiz: Okay. Do you remember the street name?

Lucy Steele: Oh sure. Where is that laundry at? The Domestic Laundry. Oh. Well, it's in the same place. You
have to ask me. | could have told you. | can't think of it now.

Paul Ortiz: But it was in town?
Lucy Steele: Yeah. Domestic Laundry.

Paul Ortiz: What was it like in terms of race relations?



Lucy Steele: Huh?

Paul Ortiz: What was it like in terms of race relations?

Lucy Steele: Race?

Paul Ortiz: Yes. Was there a lot of racism that you noticed in Birmingham?

Lucy Steele: Take your fingers out your mouth and talk so | can you understand what you said?

Paul Ortiz: Okay. Did you notice a lot of racism in Birmingham when you came to Birmingham and you
began to—

Lucy Steele: Well, | knew that before coming to Birmingham, there was different people there. | wasn't quite
that ignorant. Different races everywhere.

Paul Ortiz: What about the system of Jim Crow in Birmingham during those years?

Lucy Steele: Well, on the buses where we went to ride and go to work, you'd have a board to putin the top
of the seat. The White people in the front, the Black people in the back. That's Jim Crow. We didn't sit up
there where you sit, but now you could sit back there where we sit. But we couldn't sit where you sit, see?
Yeah. That's the way it was. We all paying the same fare. What carried you, the amount of money took to

carry you where you was going, the same amount we had to pay.

Paul Ortiz: You mentioned earlier that you went to parties and you crossed the river to go to parties. Where
did you make most of your friends at?

Lucy Steele: Huh?

Paul Ortiz: Where did you make most of your friends at or where did you—

Lucy Steele: You know | don't hear good, | want to tell you that.

Paul Ortiz: Okay.

Lucy Steele: That's when | answer. So when you ask them, | don't hear good.

Paul Ortiz: | guess, where did you meet most of your friends at?

Lucy Steele: Oh Lord, | don't know. But | had friends most anywhere because | make friends with people. |

ain't got no special place for friends. | try to be friendly with everybody and then if | can't get along with you,
I know how to leave you alone. See? Just don't go your way. You like things | don't like and | like things you



don't like, I ain't going to bother you. I'm a person mostly went by myself and I'm that way today. | sit here in
my room, I'm friendly and I'm willing to divide what | have with you.

Lucy Steele: See, I'm not stingy. | ain't going to give you all of it, but I'll divide with you. But I'm so used to
being by myself, out there don't bother me. And then if you serve the Lord, you ain't never alone. He's right
there. You going to have some time that you feel like you ain't got nobody. You going to feel like you're
thrown away. You see, | don't have a mother, no father, no sister, no brother because | ain't never had a
sister. I'm the only girl.

Lucy Steele: I've been by myself. And after all the separated us cousins, what went together all the time. We
got separated. But that just left me, and I'm still separated from them and all of them gone. Well, at least so
far as I know, because we never kept in contact all the time with them. And | don't know of anybody living
now that was along with me. They could be. But you see getting separated, you're not keeping in contact

with them, you never know.

Paul Ortiz: When you came to Birmingham, did you go to the church on Center Street? Or did you go to a
different church?

Lucy Steele: Oh, | went to a different church then. | went to church at old Rickwood Park place called Shady
Grove.

Paul Ortiz: Shady Grove.

Lucy Steele: Shady Grove Baptist Church.

Paul Ortiz: Did you like that church?

Lucy Steele: Yeah.

Paul Ortiz: What was the minister like there?

Lucy Steele: Reverend Baldwin.

Paul Ortiz: Did you have any other kind of work you were doing? Primarily, you were working the laundry?
Lucy Steele: Yeah, | worked in the laundry and then | did general housework.

Paul Ortiz: Now you said earlier that—

Lucy Steele: Huh?

Paul Ortiz: You said earlier that you didn't like to wash dishes.



Lucy Steele: No, I stilldon't. But | know they got to be washed, so | wash them.

Paul Ortiz: Did you have to do that kind of work in Birmingham when you did general housework?

Lucy Steele: Yeah. | cooked. You know if you cook, you got to wash them. I tell you | don't like it, but 1 do it. |
ain't never like to wash them. | turned a job down one day, the lady wanted me to wash dishes, sure. | told
her | was sorry. | wouldn't wash them. So | told, "No, go on and get somebody else." | didn't wash dishes and
I didn't have nothing to do. Not nothing. I didn't have no job. But | didn't wash them dishes. | just could
imagine she had them stacked up like that.

Paul Ortiz: Just leave them alone.

Lucy Steele: And then she was depending on me to wash them, | wasn't going to wash all them dishes. | have
washed more than that. But | don't like no filthy place. But | just don't like it. I don't say I don't do it. | just

don't like it. No. Mm-mm. I'll do it though.

Paul Ortiz: So if you didn't like the kind of work that they would assign, like washing dishes, you would just
say—

Lucy Steele: | tell her, I'd thank her. Keep going.

Paul Ortiz: Keep going.

Lucy Steele: You know you don't know what you got to do. | needed to do that.

Paul Ortiz: Well, Mrs. Steele, | don't want to keep you too long because—

Lucy Steele: | see you trying to get the history of my life.

Paul Ortiz: Yeah. | pull out this form here. A really important part of what we're trying to do is we're trying to
get some of your family history as well. And | just have this form, these forms here. If | could ask you these
questions and I'll go ahead and fill this out. And this has questions like, if you could tell me your mother's
name.

Lucy Steele: My mother was named Fanny Perkins. P-E-R-K-I-N-S.

Paul Ortiz: Okay.

Lucy Steele: My daddy was named James Perkins.

Paul Ortiz: Okay. Do you know about the time that your mother was born? Just approximately? That's fine.



And for your mother's—we have occupation for your father, | should probably put farmer?

Lucy Steele: Farmers.

Paul Ortiz: For both parents. Do you know where your parents were born?

Lucy Steele: Huh?

Paul Ortiz: Do you know where your parents were born?

Lucy Steele: No, | wasn't there.

Paul Ortiz: Okay. That makes sense. How about your date of birth?

Lucy Steele: My date of birth, 18th of February, 1894.

Paul Ortiz: And | should put you were born in Dallas County.

Lucy Steele: You already got that.

Paul Ortiz: Oh, I didn't write it down. | wrote it on another piece of paper. I'm just making sure that |
remember because | have memory lapses myself and | forget. And what was your husband's name?

Lucy Steele: James Steele.

Paul Ortiz: Do you know what county he was born in?

Lucy Steele: Mm-mm.

Paul Ortiz: What town? Or was he born in Alabama?

Lucy Steele: Yeah. Oh, he's born in Dallas County.

Paul Ortiz: Okay. He worked as—his occupation?

Lucy Steele: Farmer.

Paul Ortiz: Farmer. And can | get your brothers names?

Lucy Steele: All of them?

Paul Ortiz: Yeah.



Lucy Steele: Thomas Perkins. Joseph Perkins. He named Joseph James.
Paul Ortiz: Joseph James?

Lucy Steele: Mm-hmm. William Perkins. That all | know.

Paul Ortiz: Okay. And you were born—

Lucy Steele: In Dallas County.

Paul Ortiz: Yeah. You were born in Dallas County. Were you younger than all of your brothers or were you in
between?

Lucy Steele: I'm the next youngest one.

Paul Ortiz: Okay.

Lucy Steele: My baby brother's younger than me.

Paul Ortiz: Okay. And did you have children?

Lucy Steele: No.

Paul Ortiz: Okay. If you have questions, feel free to ask them. For dates, this question is where you lived and
I'm going to put you're originally from Dallas County, then you moved to Selma and the date, can | just put
approximately, say, after World War I?

Lucy Steele: Yeah.

Paul Ortiz: Okay. For about the approximate date that you came to Birmingham?

Lucy Steele: Oh Lord, I don't know.

Paul Ortiz: Was it during maybe the Depression or before the Great Depression?

Lucy Steele: | told you | don't hear good.

Paul Ortiz: Okay. Was it before the Great Depression? During Hoover times?

Lucy Steele: Yeah. | was here when Hoover was president. | don't know about the Depression.



Paul Ortiz: Okay. Okay. And you said that you had a very short period of time in school, that you didn't go to
school very much?

Lucy Steele: No, | didn't go. We didn't have very much schooling.
Paul Ortiz: By any chance, do you remember the name of that school?

Lucy Steele: We went to school in the church. We didn't have no schools back there. No, we had to go back
there, the people in the rural went to school in the churches.

Paul Ortiz: And for your work history, the kinds of jobs that you did, I'm just going to put down that when
you were growing up, you worked in the fields and farming.

Lucy Steele: Mm-hmm, because that's what | was doing.

Paul Ortiz: Let's see, you mentioned just general housekeeping.

Lucy Steele: Huh?

Paul Ortiz: General housekeeping for work.

Lucy Steele: You already got that.

Paul Ortiz: I'm just making sure.

Lucy Steele: | didn't know you wanted a history of my life.

Paul Ortiz: Oh yeah.

Lucy Steele: Yeah. That's what you ought to been told me. What you going to do with it after you get it?
Paul Ortiz: Well, we got one copy of this, of your file of the tape. Now this information is going to go in the
archives at Duke University, and then the other copy is going to go in the archives in the Civil Rights
Institute. It'll be a file with the tape and this information.

Lucy Steele: | ain't give you none on that yet.

Paul Ortiz: Oh, on this one?

Lucy Steele: Mm-hmm.

Paul Ortiz: Oh yeah. This one's blank so far.



Lucy Steele: So far.
Paul Ortiz: Does that answer your question as far as where it's going to?

Lucy Steele: I just want to know what you're going do with the history of my life. That I ain't talking about.
You told me you wanted to put it back yonder. Now | find out you getting the history of my life.

Paul Ortiz: Right. That's—

Lucy Steele: Why didn't you just say, | want the history of your life to start with. See, you can't—l ain't as
dumb as you think I is.

Paul Ortiz: Oh, I don't think that you're dumb at all. Not at all.

Lucy Steele: See, | read between the lines, as old folks used to say, what you write. Now what you going to
do with the history of my life?

Paul Ortiz: Well, | mean one thing that we are going to do with it is that we're going to write history a
different way because we're getting your story. So far, we haven't done a very good job with history because
we've been—

Lucy Steele: No, because you were certain about back yonder, you just want to get the history of my life.
Now that's what you ought to said when you come in here, "l want to get the history of your life." See, be
fair. 1 don't mind giving you the history because | ain't done nothing that I'm ashamed of.

Paul Ortiz: Right.

Lucy Steele: But right is right.

Paul Ortiz: Right.

Lucy Steele: See?

Paul Ortiz: So if you had to write the history of your life, where would you start?

Lucy Steele: Huh?

Paul Ortiz: If you had to write—If you—

Lucy Steele: Just let my life alone. Don't bother with my life. You got it all.



Paul Ortiz: I don't know. | mean, do we?

Lucy Steele: | told you all | thought of. But you see, in asking all these questions don't go in the name of one
thing and you after another. You don't do that. If you wanted the history of my life, you ought to have just
said, "l want to get the history of your life." And if you want the history of there back yonder, what the other
folks done, you ought to just said, "l wanted that." And then if you wanted both of them, you ought to said,
"l want to get the history of your life and back yonder," see?

Paul Ortiz: Yeah. | think that's what we're really trying to get at. We're trying to get both. | mean your—

Lucy Steele: Well, you didn't tell me that. You see, you can be fair with folks.

Paul Ortiz: Okay.

Lucy Steele: They be fair with you.

Paul Ortiz: That's fair. | apologize for not explaining that fully.

Lucy Steele: Well, that's what you should have done. Now | ain't angry at all, but | just wanted to get you
straight.

Paul Ortiz: Okay.
Lucy Steele: See?
Paul Ortiz: All right.

Lucy Steele: That's the way to treat people. Treat people like you want to be treated. You'll always get along.
Do unto other as you would have them do to you. Don't forget that. Yeah.

Paul Ortiz: Okay.

Lucy Steele: All right. You see, if you treat people like you want to be treated, you'll always treat them good
and kind because that's the way you want people to treat you.

Paul Ortiz: Right. | know that's the way | want people to treat me.

Lucy Steele: Well, then treat other people the same way, just like you want them to treat you. Always
remember that.

Paul Ortiz: I will.



Lucy Steele: You see, in that way you get along in the world. If | treat you mean, | don't want you to treat me
mean. See, but | put all | can upon you is mean as | can do it, but when it come my time for you to treat me, |
treat you good. In so doing that book that | tells you to read, heaping coals of fire up on his head. You don't

throw stone for stone. Sometimes you may have to take it, be hard, but take it.

Lucy Steele: See, because if you take it and go on, somebody might say, Oh, he coward or she coward or
what. It's not cowardliness. You stayed out trouble. You mean and then | go get mean with you, | ain't no
better than you aways. See, we all made out of one blood. Christ died for us all. You ain't see where He had
no separations. We have different nationalities, but we all made out of one blood. The good Lord will bless
you if you do my biddings and keep my commandments.

Lucy Steele: He didn't tell you and neither me. Don't knock him down. Oh, | wouldn't take that. You could
take heap of things you don't want to take. Take and go on. It didn't hurt you to take it. You may have to cry
over it sometime. You feel mistreated and you be mistreated. What did Jesus take? He hung, bled, and died
on the cross for us. He said, "Whosoever will, let him come and drink of the water of life freely." Whosoever,
that's you see. That mean anybody. Whosoever will, let him come.

Lucy Steele: Lord, if things ain't going your way, neither mine, all the time. It says, "If a man thinketh in his
heart, so is he." If you think evil, you're evil. That's what that book tells me. Pick it up and knock the dust off
sometime and read. That you don't understand, if you've been born to the spirit of God, ask him to teach
you. He'll lead you out. Sometime you get to the fork of the road in life, just like you get to the fork of the
road on earth. Yeah. And you don't know which way to go, but you just stand there and whisper a prayer to
God and He'll lead you out of it.

Lucy Steele: See? Your burdens ain't going to be easy if you are a child of God, not all the time. He said,
"Take my yoke upon you. My yoke upon you, and learn of me; for meek and lowly in heart; and you'll find
rest unto your soul." You see, God don't want this old body. He works for your soul. We all got a soul to save.
We all got to go before God and give an account of our deeds done in this old body. One day, this old body
going back to the earth from whence it come.

Lucy Steele: The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures. He
restoreth my soul. He leadeth me in the paths of His righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though | walk
through the valleys of the shadows of death, | will fear no evil: for thou art with me. You see, Jesus will go
with you. Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life: and | will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Lucy Steele: You see, if you just trust in the Lord. That's the 23rd Psalms in the Bible. You're going to have
ups and downs in life. Stop and think. You see. Remember some of that, things | told you. Well, don't forget
to do to others as you would have them to do to you. Sometimes you have to walk away from people.
Sometimes you just keep your mouth shut and don't say nothing.



Paul Ortiz: Do you mind if | take a picture of you?

Lucy Steele: No.

Paul Ortiz: Thank you.

Lucy Steele: You're welcome.

Paul Ortiz: Well, Mrs. Steele, | just want to say that I've really learned a lot.

Lucy Steele: Well, I'm glad | could tell you something.

Paul Ortiz: Yeah.

Lucy Steele: That'll do you good on life's journey.

Paul Ortiz: Right. Sometimes it seems like it's a long journey.

Lucy Steele: Oh well sir, you'll see sometimes the mountains get high and the valley seems so low. That's the
mountains in your life. Not these mountains and hills here. But the mountains in your life get high. And then
sometime your spirit gets so low. You get low, you feel like you're alone. You feel like you're thrown away,
but the Lord is still there. Paul wrote to Timothy and told him, "My son, be of good cheer." No wait, now | got
that wrong. Who wrote to who? Wait.

Paul Ortiz: Paul wrote to Timothy, right?

Lucy Steele: Paul wrote to Timothy and told him.

Paul Ortiz: Yeah.

Lucy Steele: My son, endure hardness, as to prove a good soldier for Jesus Christ.

Paul Ortiz: Oh, you asked us to take a look at these plaques. Can we take a look at these?

Lucy Steele: Yeah, help yourself.

Paul Ortiz: Okay. 64 years of service.

Lucy Steele: Huh?

Paul Ortiz: 64 years at this church?



Lucy Steele: Mm-hmm.

Paul Ortiz: Tabernacle.

Lucy Steele: Yeah.

Paul Ortiz: That's a long time.



