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Lanetha Branch: Everybody decided it was not an issue, it was a race issue and nobody wanted to feel that
race was an issue. That the buses would be too early, the travel distance would be too great and nobody
ever dealt with the race issue. | truly feel that's why we still have a race issue in Memphis today, because
nobody ever wants to deal with the race issue. And so therefore, what you have in Memphis now is almost a
Black school system, except for those schools that have special programs. And then people sit up all night,
trying to get their children in there. My question is, what's so different about those schools than any other?
Are you sure that they're doing a better job at any other school?

Doris Dixon: The optional schools?

Lanetha Branch: Yeah, that they're doing a better job at any other school. I'm not so sure. Many Whites ran
the Shelby County. Shelby County's school system is not as good as Memphis' school system and that's just
the truth. I'm not saying that as an African American, I'm just saying the truth. And what | see every day that
goes on. But yet, they run to that system and think that it is better and even say it's better. And I'll question
that, if that's true. There are difference in people, yet there are likenesses. If someone or you as a parent tell
your child every single day how great they are, how wonderful they are and how smart they are, there's a
self-fulfilling prophecy in that.

Lanetha Branch: On the other hand, if someone tells your child that you are nothing, you are dumb, you are
stupid, there's also a self-fulfilling prophecy in that. Now, you will have a small percentage of each group
feel this is not the truth and they will seek the truth and see where they really are. But if you tell somebody
that all the time, you see, they believe it. When I first went to Memphis State University, that's where | got
my master's degree, not many Blacks out there.

Lanetha Branch: I'd gone to all Black schools up to that time and I'd heard all this stuff about how inferior
Blacks were. And then in fact, the first class | took, there were three of us, two young undergraduate
students and myself. And then the next term, that summer | was the only Black in the class. And for my
observance, and I'm just being honest with you, | didn't read the book, | didn't do anything but | made an A
in the class because of the fact | found out then that what they said is not true.

Doris Dixon: What were they saying?

Lanetha Branch: Blacks were inferior. In fact, before | went to the—In fact, I'll never forget as long as | live.
During that Summer, the superintendent of schools at that time was Mr. Stembert. And I'll never forget on
the second section of the commercial appeal, he had an article saying that Black teachers were inferior to
White teachers. It should be over that in the library, it ought to be about 1964. Summer of '64, June, July,
somewhere in there.



Lanetha Branch: And | was in a class, instructor was Dr. Rosestelle Woolner | think she's still at Memphis
State. And we went to the first term, it was a preschool education because at the time | was teaching a third
grade, it was kindergarten through third grade classes.

Lanetha Branch: And the second semester was a methods class. Of course the young ladies, they didn't
come the second time. | guess they were younger than | was, of course.

Lanetha Branch: And of course, the attitude of the class, nobody wanted to sit next to them, type thing
about. And see, | was completely different. I'd go find the blondest person | could find, that's who I'd go sit
by. The person | felt that did not want me to sit down, that's exactly where I'd go sit. And usually they'd get
up and move one day and | just looked over my shoulder that way.

Lanetha Branch: And Dr. Rosestelle Woolner will caught this and she always talked about people being the
same and having strengths and what have you in materials in methods, and this is the difference between
people.

Lanetha Branch: In materials and methods, we had to do presentations in the class and | did my
presentation in the class because | had some excellent students. | went over to school and brought stuff
back and all these things. | did do an excellent, top notch presentation, plus we had to tell a story three
different ways and | did a sock puppet, little roller thing and all that. But | had experience. | was a teacher
and I'd learned from my peers. | learned all this, my own teachers taught me and the teachers | worked with
taught me as a new teacher. And after that time, the person who had gotten up and moved from me, every
other minute, she's in my face. Because she felt—

Lanetha Branch: When | finished my presentation, Dr. Woolner said this. "l did not know Mrs. Branch until
she took my class last session. | have never been in her classroom. But what | have seen now, | would not
mind either of my girls being in her room."

Lanetha Branch: So what she was doing is affirming me as a teacher, but also what they perceived to be is
the teacher liked me. And so therefore, if the teacher likes this person, | better act like | like this person. And
the person who moved from me had a terrible presentation and | knew she was going to ask me. You know
how you know something? And she said, "Mrs. Branch, will you evaluate this?" It was all wrong, but you had
to evaluate it because that's part of your grade, too. She did hers on the farm and you're talking about she
worked with kindergarten children. She had a chicken almost as big as the barn.

Lanetha Branch: She had ostrich feathers, peacock feathers. These are not things you found on a farm. So
when you're dealing with small children, you have to put things in perspective or they will have put them
just like you give them to them. And so she did a horrible one. But the whole thing is when Dr. Woolner
affirmed that | was just as good as anybody else was, | felt that | was, because | felt | did a good job. But for
the superintendent of the schools who made that statement and for her to say, "l would put both my girls in
her room," that told the others there that what he has said is not so, you see. And so | have learned through
the years that sometimes what we perceive to be the best, what we be perceive to be the worst is not. They



are some of the best teachers in the world [indistinct 00:07:10] | know they are. Some of the things I've done
also is that for their SAC studies, I've gone into their classroom.

Lanetha Branch: But people want to believe that the system is a poor system, but it's not. And what those
teachers do in poor facilities with poor materials and what have you, and compared to where | worked
where the PTA buys, they have a whole computer room where children can go and learn computers, where |
have one in my room, teachers have them there. They can pull them into that room. All kinds of audio/visual
materials and all this stuff that's bought for the school. When you compare the children, but people, we
could get parents of these poor children to tell them how important they are and how smart they are
because they are. And not to look at so much, what their weaknesses are but what their strengths are and
build on their strengths.

Lanetha Branch: Teaching and children have taught me a great deal. | taught a boy years ago and I'll never
forget him as long as | live, | often think where he is. Okay. | taught a boy some years ago in fifth grade, he
had come from Mississippi. He was 16 years old in fifth grade. And neat, shirt tail always in place, clothes
clean, hair cut. He had a job after school. In his home they had no beds, they slept on mattresses on the
floor. But he helped his mother with the grocery shopping and all those kinds of things, so he did that and
he went to his job after school in the afternoon.

Lanetha Branch: His name was Arthur. | looked at his record because he seemed like he had so much
knowledge now from talking to him and doing certain things. | went and pulled his records. He had come to
our school at the age of 12 and had been placed in third grade. He failed everything in third grade, including
handwriting. He repeated third grade and he passed handwriting and physical education that year. Then he
went to fourth grade and he failed fourth grade. And then he repeated fourth grade and that was the first
movement you saw.

Lanetha Branch: So | asked him, "Arthur, did you go to school in Mississippi?" He said, "Sometimes. Most
times we couldn't go." What he had done in third was two years in third grade and two years in fourth grade,
was he was picking up. You see, he was really learning on his own because the teachers were not teaching
him first and second grade materials, he was teaching him third and fourth grade materials. But he was
picking up because of second year in fourth grade, that's the only time you saw any movement. He was a
slow reader, not a poor reader, a slow reader and these type things. Because of his age, they wanted to put
him in a vocation program, he didn't want to go. And after they kept him down there almost two hours, |
went to see why and they said, "We are trying to convince him to go."

Lanetha Branch: | said, "Well, what did he say?" He said, "He doesn't want to go." | said, "What are you
trying to do? Here's a child who has a job, helps his mother at home." | said, "If he just says no." He said, "Do
you think he'll finish high school?" | said, "If he wants to, yeah, he'll finish if he wants to." He did so well on
his achievement test, the principal let him not go to sixth grade, but sent him on the seventh, because he
said, "If he scores as high or better as our best sixth grader, I'm going to send him on."

Lanetha Branch: And he did, because he wanted to learn and he wanted to finish high school. Children teach



us a lesson all the time. Even though he was in that segregated Jim Crow South where we had children
whose parents had to flee in the 1960s, had to flee from Mississippi. We had another parent family there
whose father was still there, but he had gotten his family out. And he had to stay on that farm because the
man at the farm said he owed for a car and he had no car, but they would not permit him to leave. But he
had gotten his family to Memphis ahead of him before. He had stayed so they could get away. Those are not
isolated areas that kept coming up through that.

Doris Dixon: It was as late as the 1960s?

Lanetha Branch: Yes. Well, what | said, you still had that slavery mentality in the 1960s. It's only when people
started looking more closely at Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, parts of Florida. It's only when people
started looking more closely that the system itself start deteriorating. There are still some pockets the same
way. There are still some pockets the very same way with your migrant workers. There's no difference still.

Doris Dixon: Now , working out in the county, do you come across any of that?

Lanetha Branch: No, most of the county kids are White. They consider themselves affluent, that is debatable
because they live far beyond their means because they're trying to live in a lifestyle that they do not have
the money to do.

Lanetha Branch: The [indistinct 00:12:48] Appeal did a study, | guess about four or five years ago, that
showed the average income was $30,000 a year. And the 15 years I've been out there where | am now has
changed. When | first moved into that Germantown Middle School, | would say out of a class of 30 children,
you might have two parents, two mothers who worked.

Lanetha Branch: | would say now you might have two mothers who do not work, because now those
mothers have to go back to work to supplement the family income in order for them to live in those areas.
There's been a complete change within that short period of time of where mothers are still going to work or
trying to find some kind of work in order to supplement the income of the family. Many of them ask to sub
our school, for example, to supplement the income. So we still in the same boat because people are still
trying to isolate themselves away, no matter what the cost. Costs are going to be on the children, basically.
The costs will be on the children because the children are pretty much growing up by themselves,
entertained in afternoon because parents are not there.

Lanetha Branch: Pastor Lawton asked me the other day, he came out, | was in the office. And he asked me
this question, "Why is it that Black adolescent boys lose their interest in education?" | told him, "White
adolescent boys lose their interest in education, too. There is no difference." [indistinct 00:14:29] the same
thing, there is no difference. The difference is as far as their losing their interest in education, the difference
is who isn't there that gives a structure for them to stay in education and nourish them in that education,
provide tutors in that education, all those kinds of things that makes the White child succeed and the Black
child not?



Doris Dixon: Now, was that structure for the Black children, for the Black adolescent males, existed 20, 30,
40, 50 years ago?

Lanetha Branch: Oh, adolescent boys go through the same thing, every last one of them.
Doris Dixon: | guess I'm wondering the difference between-

Lanetha Branch: The difference 30 years ago would be that what the White child has now, the nurturing, the
pushing, the prodding, the structure, was there 30, 40, 50 years ago. It is not there now for the African
American child, that is the only difference.

Doris Dixon: What | need to know for these purposes is, what was that structure like?

Lanetha Branch: For example, you were expected to go to school. It was not a debatable issue. You did not
disobey your parents. And in many instances, you had two parents in the family. When you didn't have,
when you had just simply one parent in the family, that mother said, "You will go to school," and you went.
You understand what I'm saying? Because you also had that support of uncles, the school itself, the male
figureheads at the school. So you had that kind of support thing there. You had the community and what
you did in your community, anything you did wrong, your parents knew about it. Everybody took care of
everybody else's problems in the community. The extended family type of thing, you do not have that now.

Lanetha Branch: The difference now for the African-American child, even though he might have been 30 at
40 years ago in a one parent home, a poor one parent home, you still had goals that you had to meet.
There's certain things, structures you had to operate in. There are certain things for you to do. You didn't do
them, you obeyed adults period and the idea of skipping school didn't exist. Now, if you have that same
single parent home, starting | think somewhere in the early '70s, you do not have that structure at home.
Mother's doing something else. She has no help raising her children, therefore the children half raise
themselves. They learn to disobey early. It's hard work disciplining children and keeping that structure,
that's hard work. Most mothers now leave it alone.

Doris Dixon: Who set these goals, expectations and taboos?

Lanetha Branch: Your church. First, your family did. Your church also sustained them. The community itself
sustained them. See, when | was growing up, anything | did, my mother knew about it if it was wrong,
because the neighbor is going either walk right there and tell her, call her, or get get on me herself or his
self, and then tell my mother he did it. The school was going to call home and tell her. And | stayed out of
trouble most times because | knew. See, if you got it at school, you also got it at home because the school's
going to call home and tell what you did. The school was going to punish you and home wasn't going to
punish you. The idea that children shouldn't have any fear is false to me. Everybody ought to fear
something. Today's child fears nothing.

Doris Dixon: What did you all fear?



Lanetha Branch: | feared my mama. | knew that my mother expected certain things. And what she expected,
that's what I'd better do. And today's child fears no one. If someone in our neighborhood told you to do
something, you did it. You didn't give any lip to it, you did it. But today's child, they feel they have the
freedom to make decisions on their own because of what parents are teaching. And so when you have gang
membership who have you, that means that mother has no control of their child. She has given that up to
someone else and so therefore, what you had then is not what you have now.

Doris Dixon: Can | ask you a few more questions about then? You mentioned Black businesses in the context
of both the lynching that happened in Mississippi, Walker, as well as the Tristate Defender. What do you
remember about the way Black businesses did but not operating in your community?

Lanetha Branch: In my community, when | lived in this community, you had some Black businesses. Not a
lot of them, you had some Black businesses. But grocery stores and things like that, you didn't have a lot of
those. But you had photographers, you had the Black professional dentists, doctors. You had the
newspaper, you had companies that did song books and this type thing, choir rows. There was a building at
4th and Bill, a big building, had a lot of businesses in it.

Lanetha Branch: Different kinds of things that people had in that particular structure. | don't remember the
name of the building, but usually, most of your Black businesses were on Bill between, well, most of the
professionals were there. Your doctors, your dentists, your tailors, some shopkeepers had certain shop
things there and that's what you had. In most outlying areas, you didn't have too many Black businesses.
You really did not.

Doris Dixon: Over here along this Mississippi Walker area, were there many Black business?

Lanetha Branch: You had a few. You had restaurants in that area that were Black owned you. If | remember
correctly, there was a tailor owned that, because tailoring at that time, you didn't buy as many clothes ready
made, especially for men and some women they didn't have that clothes tailor made. And there was a
drugstore up on the corner, up here at Walker, Mississippi, there was a Black drugstore there. Across the
street, there was a little store there. So you had Black businesses intermittent with that, but they were
basically very small businesses.

Doris Dixon: What West Illinois, did that neighborhood change? Were there any businesses over there?

Lanetha Branch: There was no Black businesses at all then. That area was basically residential. Because of
how it was patch-worked, the businesses basically were White businesses. You had some commercial areas
in there also. | can remember only one Black business in that area, and there was a man who had a shoe
shop. He had a shoe repair shop and it was on Illinois Street. When you moved down east of where | lived on
Florida Street, you had some Black businesses that were there. You had the, oh, what was that name? There
were a group of brothers, slipped me that fast. One of them owned one of the baseball teams here.



Doris Dixon: Oh, the Martin brothers?

Lanetha Branch: Yeah, the Martin brothers, they had a drug store there. And you had some other little Black
businesses there like restaurants and what have you. Basically, that made up most of the Black businesses,
restaurants, some drug stores, things like that. Until you got down the Beale Street area and then you found
huge pockets of businesses there. And then in North Memphis, you find the same thing. Shoe shop,
something like that, drug stores and those type things.

Doris Dixon: About the Martin Brothers, do you remember, did you ever go to any of the Red Sox games?

Lanetha Branch: | went to some over here at the park over here on Crump. But | wasn't a big baseball fan,
but sometimes it's the only thing you had to do. But they did have some games over there. That park was
right there on the corner, Wellington and what is now Crump. It was a nice baseball field there. They also
had businesses and in addition to the drug store there, they also had a business on Beale Street. I'm trying
to remember what it was, but they had other business on Beale Street.

Doris Dixon: What other? You said sometimes there wasn't much to do. Could you elaborate on-

Lanetha Branch: Well, really not that much to do because the zoo was only open on Thursdays for Blacks.
And you did not go to the amusement park but once a year and that's when they had the Mid-South Fair.
They still had the Mid-South fair but Blacks, they had after the first week of fair, Blacks went the, | guess a
week and a half, then Blacks had a Friday and Saturday for the fair that time.

Doris Dixon: What about the Cotton Pickers' Jubilee?

Lanetha Branch: Cotton Pickers' Jubilee. They had that, that happened of course, once a year. And that was
the cotton part of what they call the Cotton Carnival, that was a White contingency of that. Then the Cotton
Pickers' Jubilee, it lasted about a week. In fact, my sister was one of the queens for the Cotton Pickers'
Jubilee one year. And it would basically be centered on Beale Street, the parade was start | think, on
Calhoun Street and come up to Bill, and then go down Beale Street.

Lanetha Branch: And one of the things they had was churches park auditorium, they tore it down. They
really shouldn't have torn that place down. They have those little things down there now. But usually the
activities would be based down there. In fact, that was the largest place where Blacks would come together
for anything large at all. And then that's about it as far as anything to do.

Doris Dixon: Were there like community-wide picnics?

Lanetha Branch: No, not too much of that at all. And no other celebrations other than that. You don't own
your own property like that, 4th of July or anything like that. I'm glad to see them start it here in this area on
the Juneteenth, because Texas has been doing it for many, many years. And | guess it was more important
to them because in fact, they were still enslaved and didn't know it. Because when the Emancipation



Proclamation was done in the 14th Amendment, they just said that states that were in the union, Texas was
notin the union at that time and they had to go do something else.

Lanetha Branch: But I'm glad that it is moving around, for far more African Americans to understand the
history and the heritages. | often tell Dr. Lofton that you find any Jewish child, they can tell you about the
Holocaust, but you cannot find any Black children can tell you about the middle passage. And until you
understand the comparison and what you have gone through to this point, until we get an understanding of
that and not feel ashamed of slavery.

Doris Dixon: Exactly.

Lanetha Branch: You see, not feel ashamed of slavery because that's part of your history. | think that one
reason that teachers won't teach it and children don't learn it is that they feel it's a shame, but it is not a
shame. You were kidnapped, stolen and understand that. And there's no shame there. Look at your heritage
soit'll never happen again.

Doris Dixon: What things did you learn about Black history coming up?

Lanetha Branch: Well, as | said, | had Nat D. Williams. And number one, Nat Williams was a person who
taught US history but he also taught Black history along with it. And he would have you to even go and find
the limited materials that we had at that time. Because you recognized during that time there was not a
great deal written that we had access to. The library system was still segregated, so you did not get E.
Franklin Frazier and those people's books in, you understand?

Lanetha Branch: You did not have anything, so somebody had to teach you orally. And that's what Nat
Williams did, he taught it orally and | always appreciate that, that he at least gave us some idea of what our
heritage was all about, other than just on Negro history month, or a week at that time, that you learned
about the people whose names are all written. And it's always something new to learn.

Doris Dixon: It is something new to learn.

Lanetha Branch: My son, when we were in Alabama, had to write a paper on, initials left me, but last name is
Beckworth, who was a lieutenant governor in the state of Louisiana.

Doris Dixon: During the reconstruction?

Lanetha Branch: Yes, immediately after that. We couldn't find anything in Tuskegee and we had to go to
Auburn University Library one night and found a little bit amount on him. He was a son of a White plantation
owner. The plantation owner had taken he and his children, he had a number children by her. He had taken
them to Ohio and later to Virginia. In fact, | was in Virginia once, | found a man who worked with this White
house that was a servant. Had the same name and | told him the story, the owner of the house was not very
happy, but | was there as a guest. But when he died, his family tried to get them back and then they moved.



But some of his friends took them to Pennsylvania.

Lanetha Branch: But then they later on after slavery, after that time, came back to Ohio. Because he did that
during the time of slavery that he did that. He married her and gave the children his name. So it was very
interesting, I'd never heard the name before. There are so many names in history we don't hear about.
There's so many. So our children, | had mentioned to him that maybe we need to, during Black history
month, explore some areas, or every month explore some areas that are not known to our children, that
they don't know so well.

Doris Dixon: Can you think of people from your memory, people that influenced your life or live in this
community? Because | mean, we know about Nat D. Williams, but can you think of other people who don't
know about, who we should know about? Do you understand where I'm coming from?

Lanetha Branch: One person, well, Sharon did something. A voice teacher | had, Madame Florence Cole
Talbert McCleave. She was a opera singer. She sang in Europe, taught at some universities. She married a
local, Dr. Dennis, and moved here to Memphis. But Madame McCleave also was one who had a great deal of
raise pride because she had very, very beautiful, keen features and they wanted to make her everything, but
wanted her to say that she was anything and everything other than an African American and she refused to
do it. It did not matter in Europe and most her singing was throughout Europe because there was no color
barrier. But she could not sing too much in the United States, other than doing concerts. One Sunday we
were invited out to what is now Rose College, by Miron Mayors, who was a voice instructor there and the
man over the music department.

Lanetha Branch: He had two students who were going to be doing their singing recitals, and so he asked
Madam McCleave to come. Ms. Watkins who used to live up the street, she went with her doctor son and |
went. He had been using Madame McCleave's records for the Bell Conte system of singing. But these
students, soprano was a lyric soprano and a young man. And he had been using her record in his classes,
teaching the Bell Conte system of singing. And they did their recital for us and all like that. And we we're
talking and he asked them, "You recall the recording that we've been using in class by Bell Conte system?"
They said, "Yes." He said, "Well, | would like for you to meet the artist." And they were just shocked, they
turned 50 shades of red, because | guess they didn't know why he had all these Black people here.

Lanetha Branch: But then he introduced her as an artist, that she was the best that they had ever come
across as far as her recording is concerned, showing the method. She was known locally here, taught voice
lessons in her later years, but had a very celebrated career in Europe. Sang Aida because for coloring and
what have you in that area also. But she is one person also here. And I'm sure you heard of George
"Lieutenant"” Lee and the Walkers and what have you at the bank and what have you. I'm sure somebody's
told you about them. I don't don't know if they've told you about Jesse Turner, or not Jesse Turner.

Doris Dixon: | probably don't know as much as | need to know.

Lanetha Branch: Jesse Turner, he was a member of our church also. Jesse Turner came out of Mississippi



and I'm trying to think, | think he either reached the rank of lieutenant or captain in the armed services. But
he was a person who also fought this injustice too, because the fact he was Black. He raised the issue of race
also. It used to be that if you—Noah Bond, | told you about Noah Bond. | don't know if you've got it or not.

Doris Dixon: Yeah, we got it.

Lanetha Branch: Noah Bond tells the story of when he was drafted and went into service, that they gave the
orders, the charge that made the White young man put him in charge of the recruits. They gave orders but
he couldn't read. He told Noah to read them for him. He had to read the orders for him and yet, he couldn't
read, but they would put him in charge because he was White. You find so much stuff like Jesse Turner
talked about the same kind of things that happened to him. And now he had to fight that all the way up in
order to get the rank that he deserved to have in the armed services. I'm sure Allegra could tell you much
more about him, his wife, much more about Jesse Turner.

Lanetha Branch: But he was a person who would speak out and had no bones about it, was his own man, his
own person. And you might want to talk to Allegra, his wife, Allegra Turner, to find out more about Jesse
Turner. As you know, he was the treasurer of the NAACP and he set up our system over there, so that's why
it's so straight. But he is a person that you might want to find out about. Because he had had to deal with
the same injustice, had the skill and ability. Because he was Black, he had to fight for it. | can't think of
anybody else, who's still alive. That's the problem, who's still alive?

Doris Dixon: Is Mrs. McCleave still alive?

Lanetha Branch: No, she's dead also. She's been dead 34 years. In fact, | was eight months pregnant when
she died. Let's see, what was that? She was a Christian scientist. She had cancer and of course, they do not
believe in surgery or anything. Even though her husband's a doctor, she refused to have cancer treatment
and she did die. But a person who had a great—But | can tell you who has a great deal about her, Sharon
Dobbins, who was working at Lamoine.

Lanetha Branch: And Mrs. Green, Dr. Green in the music department, they did a study on her. And so you
might be able to—Lamoine, the library probably has it because she did a oral. Because | did a session with
her, with Esther [indistinct 00:35:41] so the library probably has a oral history over there about Madame
McCleave. You might want to check it and see. | know they have something over there. But she did it in
conjunction with what they were doing over here.

Doris Dixon: Is that M-C-C-L-E-V-E?

Lanetha Branch: M-C-C-L-E-A-V-E, McCleave.

Doris Dixon: And what was her full name? I'm going to get it for the record.

Lanetha Branch: Florence Cole Talbot, T-A-L-B-O-T, McCleave.



Doris Dixon: Well, Mrs. Branch, is there anything that someone would've come to the university and hear
your tape to read your transcript, what would you want them to know about your life? Is there anything that
you want emphasized?

Lanetha Branch: Well, | guess that my life has just been interesting for me. I've learned a great deal, | try to
stay abreast of what's going on. | try to get other people to recognize that we do not live in this world alone
and we never will. The planet is getting smaller with technology as it is, the planet is getting awfully small.
We have to start learning how to appreciate people's cultures for what they are. It might be different from
ours, but there's nothing wrong with it. There's nothing wrong with the African-American culture. |
understand this morning that the Speaker of the House in Washington said that the reason that African-
Americans are poor and don't do any better is because of their habits. | don't know what habits there are,
but all cultures are important. They have worth, they demand to have the dignity they have.

Lanetha Branch: It's nothing wrong with anybody's culture. It might be different from yours, but it's nothing
wrong with it. We are all enriched when we learn about somebody else and how different they are. And in
America, we would be such a wonderful country if we didn't celebrate the differences as much as we do the
likenesses. There's nothing wrong with the African American heritage, it's a beautiful heritage. It's a heritage
of success out of despair. | think that we need to look at what we have here in this country, itis a quilt. It is a
patchwork of differences.

Lanetha Branch: The only native people here were the ones who trekked over the Bering Strait hundreds of
thousands of years ago. Those are the only natives in this country. All of us came from somewhere and we
celebrate where we came from. But the bottom line is that we are all Americans and that's what we need to
look at very closely.

Doris Dixon: Thank you. I'm going to go ahead and turn it off.



