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James Willard Woodson: Okay. I'm ready whenever you are. 

Paul Ortiz: Yeah. So you were telling me that, one day you met Dr. George Washington Carver, and he was
walking, and he just came up and talked to you, just out of the blue, about what you were studying. 

James Willard Woodson: Yes. I was telling you that and one thing that made me more aware was I had
learned about Dr. Carver in my high school days in West Virginia when a young man named Hobert White,
one of my classmates, came to class and gave his report on a personality. He reported on George
Washington Carver who had been born in slavery and so on. When I came to Tuskegee, I had forgotten
where he was working then, and I found out he was here. 

James Willard Woodson: The first time I ever saw him here at Tuskegee, I was a freshman. I was working out
there on the landscape for my school expenses and he saw me coming down to campus from work, and he
stopped me. He said, "Young man, how are you today?" I said, "I'm fine, Dr. Carver." "Well, young man,
where are you from?" I said, "Dr. Carver," I said, "I'm from West Virginia." "West Virginia? Did you say West
Virginia?" "Yes, I did, Dr. Carver. West Virginia." "Well, you know my assistant, Mr. Curtis, he's from West
Virginia, and he's the nicest man." I said, "Thank you, Dr. Carver." 

James Willard Woodson: Then, the next time I saw him, he asked me, he says, "Young man, how are you
today?" I said, "I'm doing fine, Dr. Carver." "Young man, what are you studying?" I told him that I was
studying history. He said to me, he says, "History? Did you say you're studying history?" "That's right. I
major in history." He turned and looked at me and turned and started walking away from me as fast as he
could. He threw his hand up in the air. He said, "Well, who knows? You might do something for your people
too, someday." I recalled that for a long time, the day Dr. Carver put me down. 

James Willard Woodson: I've been invited to different parts of the country to speak, up north and west and
everywhere, but [indistinct 00:02:30]. And then, but the most outstanding story I witnessed from Dr. Carver
was when as a student here, word came down, when I was a student here, word came down to Tuskegee
that Thomas Edison, who had his place in Michigan, had sent out a message down to Dr. Carver inviting him
to come up to his plant, in Detroit, I believe it was, and work for him. Take a job, he offered him a job. 

Paul Ortiz: Was that Edison or Henry Ford? 

James Willard Woodson: I'm sorry, Henry Ford. Henry Ford. Edison also offered him one too. But Henry Ford
made the big offer. So they summoned him to a meeting, and I went to the meeting and he said, "Why you
all want to talk to me now? [indistinct 00:03:29] me?" And said, "We heard about this offer you had from
Henry Ford. And he said you could name your salary. And let him know, and come as soon as you can. He
wants you to do research for him for the plant, improve his automobile." 



James Willard Woodson: S,o said, "We don't know now, when are you leaving? And what kind of salary are
you going to get?" "Oh no, I can't leave. I can't take that off. I can't leave Tuskegee." "Well, why can't you
leave, Dr. Carver? Take it, that's a big offer." "I can't leave Tuskegee because if I leave Tuskegee, Mr.
Washington wouldn't like it." And Mr. Washington been dead over 30 years. Said, "Mr. Washington wouldn't
know if you left." "I cannot leave Tuskegee, because Mr. Washington wouldn't like it." And so he stayed on
here, and he left the world here, in 1943. 

James Willard Woodson: But anyway, those are some experiences I had, you see. And whenever he — A lot of
students would stop and talk to him. He's famous and he could do a lot of good things. Plus Dr. Carver had
developed some rubbing oils, ointments that if a student had problems playing football or whatever and
with their limb and walking or hurting, they could go to his lab and he would rub 'em with it. And they'd get
well. 

James Willard Woodson: Miracle, way he could do that. And so he was very well liked by students. But they
wanted to talk to him, he wouldn't talk to 'em. He'd say he didn't have time. He's busy. "Leave me alone."
But whenever he'd pass them and see me, he stopped me for a conversation. And I've always thought that I
must have reminded him something about his past. But then the day he had enough of me, when I told him I
was majoring in history. And he said, "Oh, well who know, maybe one day you might do something for your
people too." And he went on up the road. 

Paul Ortiz: He didn't think much of history at that time. 

James Willard Woodson: No. And he was very devoted to his assistant, Mr. Austin Curtis. So when I told him I
was from West Virginia. He said, "My assistant, Mr. Curtis. You know, my assistant, Mr. Curtis, he's from West
Virginia and he's the nicest man." Now, there were times when he would be scheduled to the chapel by the
president at the time of Dr. Patterson, would have him come to the chapel and give lectures to the students
on special occasions, in the mornings, early and things like that. 

James Willard Woodson: And he would give some lectures about improving yourself and making yourself a
good American and a good person and providing help for society. And he'd quote certain people and he was
very effective in that. Those [indistinct 00:06:28] we also liked very much. And some students, when they
have certain problems with playing football or something, get hurt, they'd go to him and tell him. And he'd
take 'em into his lab and rub 'em. And they didn't improve. 

James Willard Woodson: Because I know one fellow who lived near me was a good friend of mine, worked
with me and everything. He got hurt playing football and he was real bad strain in the groin section. And Dr.
Carver took him in his office and rubbed him and he got well. And could barely walk before that happened.
So he was a very well liked by him. But we were not prepared for his thin pippy voice. It was [indistinct
00:07:10] but beyond it, he was a fine man. And he never got over his love for Dr. Booker T. Washington.
Historically, Booker T. Washington brought him to Tuskegee because when he learned about his great work
as a scientist, he arranged to get him to come to Tuskegee and work on the faculty. He'd called him to come



here in the first place. 

Paul Ortiz: Okay. 

James Willard Woodson: And I remember they used to call him the sage of Tuskegee back in those days. 

Paul Ortiz: But he was well liked on campus? 

James Willard Woodson: Oh yes, he was well liked. And they gave him an office and everything. He was a
fine, humble man. He'd help people and things like that. He was a nice person. But he was always busy
doing things too. He didn't have much time. 

Paul Ortiz: Right. Especially if you were majoring in history. 

James Willard Woodson: Well, he was a scientist. In other words, he wasn't trying to just tell what somebody
else had done. He's trying to do something himself. I understood where he was coming from. 

Paul Ortiz: Yeah. Okay. Well I—


