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Lorene Carter Poole: See, | didn't even get to start school because we left. We went there in that time after
school until we came here, and then | was out of school for about a month. | met my sister-in-law, and then |
came back to South Carolina. So I didn't go to school then.

Blair Murphy: Oh, you didn't go to school there?

Lorene Carter Poole: And we had [indistinct 00:00:25] up there, they did. And | would go back sometimes in
the summer and visit, but I didn't go to school there.

Blair Murphy: Oh, okay.

Lorene Carter Poole: | only went to public schools at the age of five through about eight. | mean, when
[indistinct 00:00:44] school in Graniteville. It's still open [indistinct 00:00:50].

Blair Murphy: You've mentioned—

Lorene Carter Poole: The daughter carried it on, and it's her family. And she's still—The daughter is in her
70s now. And it's amazing how—I don't know. I'm thinking about that community, you know, the
children—You'll have to ask. Because she was interviewed on WNYC every year, and she was saying that you
could start with a child, too. There's so much they can learn. And she believed that our children could learn.

Lorene Carter Poole: That's how | got my start. | was about five years old when | started going to school. But
what happened, at that time, they didn't—A lot of Black private schools for young children and all, they
didn't recognize them. The State didn't recognize them. So what happened, | ended up getting two years
behind, and that's when | was in at public school. See, | ended up being two years behind the children, like |
said. For instance, | was supposed to finish college at 22. | was almost 24.

Blair Murphy: Mm-hmm.

Lorene Carter Poole: You know, just two years behind each as you go along, but that was it.

Blair Murphy: They didn't give you credit?

Lorene Carter Poole: —19 when | finished high school. Not like that, because the State did not, | guess they
didn't want you to learn anything. So, people who had private schools at that time were not authorized by

the State, and so they didn't test me. | even hit the first grade teacher, teacher [indistinct 00:02:17]. | did.

Lorene Carter Poole: They put me in second grade when | entered when | should have been in third grade.
See, | should have been in third and | should have been in [indistinct 00:02:27], so | was like, two years. And |



was so more advanced than the children in the first and second year classes. I'd had everything they'd had,
plus nearly what third graders have had. So what | remember is [indistinct 00:02:38] first teaching private
school, | wasn't skipping in second grade, was nine years old. And | remember | used to teach her first grade
class reading, and | was in second grade. Of course | was really a fourth grader. I'll never forget that. | had a
change even though | was down in South Carolina.

Lorene Carter Poole: A friend of mine who's not even from my hometown, she's from somewhere else, Ms.
Strickland. Her son is now [indistinct 00:03:12], something like that. [indistinct 00:03:13] pursuing both of
those boys [indistinct 00:03:14]. One got married recently. [indistinct 00:03:18], whatever he is. And his
mother, the same thing happened to her. I'm trying to think where she's from, some little town somewhere
in South Carolina. And they did the same thing to her, too. She was [indistinct 00:03:28] two years.
[indistinct 00:03:31].

Lorene Carter Poole: See, now they test you. When they come to our school, you know, and as a teacher, I've
experienced where they come to the school, they test the children who have gone—if they don't really know
what grade they're in, until their records can come, they test them and see what level they may be on and
they put them there. But then when records come back, and if it's a grade higher, then they'd put them in
that grade. But if it's lower, then they'd put them lower. Whatever.

Blair Murphy: Do you think it was too—

Lorene Carter Poole: It's a way of testing now they didn't have then.

Blair Murphy: Do you think that they were trying to discourage Black people from sending their children to
private schools?

Lorene Carter Poole: No. They didn't have no ruling on—I don't know. | guess if you didn't go to a state
school, they didn't have laws governing on Black private schools, | imagine, at that time.

Blair Murphy: How did your family come to put you in a private school to begin with?

Lorene Carter Poole: Well, that was—My mother probably died by the time | was four, and my mother's first
cousin had to take me and rear me. And she just put me in Ms. [indistinct 00:04:43] school. [indistinct
00:04:43] school.

Blair Murphy: Okay.

Lorene Carter Poole: I'd have to look, because of course math is my weakest subject. But | excelled, was an
honor student in high school [indistinct 00:04:56]. It helped. | guess material to help. | did two years behind,

and knowing ahead, | guess that probably helped. In the long run it really was a blessing, | imagine.

Blair Murphy: Do you—



Lorene Carter Poole: So that's why | said | don't—the thing in New York was a matter of visiting—I remember
I should have been in school. | think we left there about the first of October or so, and she—Really my
brother and my sister-in-law were having some marital problems and she did not want to stay. He's, well,
not the good guy at that time. He was fooling around or whatever.

Lorene Carter Poole: He wasn't nice to her, so we came back, and she took me and raised me for a while as
her own. She was just like a mother to me. [indistinct 00:05:47] | was adopted later by her first cousin.

Blair Murphy: Okay.

Lorene Carter Poole: That's how | was able to get, | am the first Black to get the scholarship, [indistinct
00:05:57] Graniteville Company's scholarship. And believe it or not, my next door neighbor tried to get
something else. Mr. [indistinct 00:06:06] and his wife and Ms. [indistinct 00:06:08], the same lady who runs
the [indistinct 00:06:10] School, was instrumental in it, to ensure that—

Lorene Carter Poole: Well, they were friends of hers. And so, they wanted to see my grades and all.
[indistinct 00:06:21] people are really mean. But anyways, they saw that they wouldn't authorize to
[indistinct 00:06:28] my grades [indistinct 00:06:30] scholarship.

Lorene Carter Poole: See, what had happened, Graniteville Company, it was a big company all throughout
the Graniteville, Clearwater, [indistinct 00:06:47], Augusta and all those areas. | think [indistinct 00:06:49].
It's @ mill town. It was a mill town. Everyone had a mill. They had one in Clearwater, which is just across the
river in north Augusta. From Augusta, Georgia. They only know what [indistinct 00:07:01]. And they had been
giving scholarships to the Whites all along [indistinct 00:07:08] kids in [indistinct 00:07:09] foster mother,
adoptive mother, so to speak. And [indistinct 00:07:14], he worked for the company for years. He had been
in there for years, and this was the first venture to see if a Black could get it.

Lorene Carter Poole: And that was in '52, now [indistinct 00:07:25] happened in '52. And finally, they
decided, and after that, that opened up the doorway for every—a Black child every year to get the
scholarship. What you have to do, you [indistinct 00:07:39]. | could've gone to any school in the nation, or
even any country | wanted to go to just so | pay half the money back. [indistinct 00:07:46] Chicago Art
Institute and said, "Hello, you need to stay at home, you stay subdued."

Lorene Carter Poole: That was [indistinct 00:07:54] was the only school at that time that offered a majorin
Art. That's the only reason why | went to [indistinct 00:07:59], because | really wanted Benedict. But at that
time Benedict did not have a major, you couldn't major in Art. That's why | [indistinct 00:08:05]. Interesting,
going to a [indistinct 00:08:08] in Chicago Art Institute. That when they look, they didn't want me to go in
that car, [indistinct 00:08:16].

Lorene Carter Poole: So, anyway—



Blair Murphy: So—
Lorene Carter Poole: | did okay.
Blair Murphy: Were there a lot of Blacks that worked at the mill? At the Graniteville?

Lorene Carter Poole: Yeah, quite a few. Everybody was there, you know, to make their living. Even people
coming from Edgefield County drive that far to work in the mills. Scranton—

Blair Murphy: And had they been working at the mills for—so, like 20 or 30 years? Or—

Lorene Carter Poole: Ever since | was a little girl Blacks have been working in the mill. Long years before
that. They didn't seem to have—[indistinct 00:08:52] if you were White. At that time, | told our principal that
one time. | said, "I've always wanted [indistinct 00:09:02]." [indistinct 00:09:04] whatever | told him.
Integration, desegregation, whatever you want, you know. Integration, | said because we, Blacks and Whites
in my other hometown live in the same, start in the same neighborhood. Someone [indistinct 00:09:17] on
the White neighborhood was right there and then we joined. Blacks start right next door. | don't even know.

Lorene Carter Poole: And they were all friendly, everybody got along well in a small town. So, | never had to
worry about whether | could get used to integration or not. Because we were always—

Lorene Carter Poole: People in the mill were very friendly, although, you know, there were some Blacks who
didn't work at the mill who worked as maids and all, because | worked—I used to tend to the houses when |
was in high school. I'd walk nine blocks and work.

Lorene Carter Poole: And this labor in mill, was in the mill town, you know? I'd walk nine blocks on Saturday
mornings, be here [indistinct 00:09:58] so eight. Juniper house, | mean, then going up. One of the bosses
made—his wife had me to come and do their [indistinct 00:10:08] one. One floor and her cute little girl's
dresses. And so | [indistinct 00:10:15] vacuumed the living room and dining room. That's all | had to do. At
that time we didn't make the three hours a day. 15 hours a week.

Blair Murphy: Was this your first job?

Lorene Carter Poole: No, because | used to also work for the [indistinct 00:10:30]. I'd go clean their house up
on Saturdays.

Blair Murphy: These are the people who owned the school?
Lorene Carter Poole: Yeah.

Blair Murphy: This was a White family?



Lorene Carter Poole: Me and my sister-in-law family moved right behind there. The street right behind them,
and | could just walk across and—

Blair Murphy: So, they were a Black family.
Lorene Carter Poole: [indistinct 00:10:47] in front of me.
Blair Murphy: They were a Black family?

Lorene Carter Poole: Oh, yeah. You know, they were a family. The father [indistinct 00:10:56] the Sunday
school church and whatnot. And the mother, her always been a teacher and all their children were college
graduates. All of the [indistinct 00:11:10]. Every one of them, their children, educated. And [indistinct
00:11:15].

Blair Murphy: Do you remember hearing how they came to found that school?

Lorene Carter Poole: [indistinct 00:11:20] call, | call on our team meetings. | don't know, | just knew
that—well, it was right in the community. They lived, it was in her house, you know? It was in her house.
[indistinct 00:11:39] it was right in the house. We went to school in her house.

Blair Murphy: Okay.

Lorene Carter Poole: She would give us an assignment, she'd go out and probably hang out a thing of
clothes while we were working on our assignment. Between lessons she'd do it. But | [indistinct 00:11:55]
weren't there. We were sort of ahead of other kids. But | was the one that didn't like math, | don't know that.
| used to hate to go to the board. She had a board that she'd stand—stand at the board here and pull
[indistinct 00:12:11].

Lorene Carter Poole: She'd say, "l thought | told you to have this problem written." You know, they were
laughed at. That's—teachers talked like that then. Made you do, you know. Now, you do if you want, you
don't you don't care, you don't care, your parents done care, the teachers probably don't care either now.
But at that time, you better get your work. Yeah, she would get [indistinct 00:12:29]. She had a thing of
switches, she'd switch you on the leg. You didn't get your work.

Blair Murphy: So, how many students would she hae in her home?
Lorene Carter Poole: I don't know, maybe like six to seven or more. | know it was six or more. | don't even
think she had 10 at a time. So she had a chance to spend more time with us. So, I'd been reading [indistinct

00:13:03] and thought of going to state school.

Lorene Carter Poole: And whether y'all need it again, have | been talking all the time?



Blair Murphy: Yeah, you've been talking all that time.

Lorene Carter Poole: | have?

Blair Murphy: Mm-hmm.

Lorene Carter Poole: Oh, okay.

Blair Murphy: Were there boys and girls at the school, or was it—

Lorene Carter Poole: Yes.

Blair Murphy: Okay.

Lorene Carter Poole: Boys and girls.

Blair Murphy: And you lived there? In her home? [indistinct 00:13:24]

Lorene Carter Poole: No, no, no, | went around there every day just like you'd go to any other school in a
day. [indistinct 00:13:30] the day.

Lorene Carter Poole: It was [indistinct 00:13:37] because some of the parents worked and they could drop
them off in the morning and they knew that if they were at Ms. Winnie Palmore's, the children would be all
right.

Blair Murphy: Could you spell her last name?

Lorene Carter Poole: It'sPALMORE.

Blair Murphy: Okay.

Lorene Carter Poole: Palmore.

Blair Murphy: Was that recorded [indistinct 00:13:56]? Okay. Sorry about that, just wanted to make sure
we're doing this right. Yes. So, you want to talk about the—

Blair Murphy: You said something about Freedman's Graded school? That you had gone there?

Lorene Carter Poole: Yes, | entered there. Well, the Graniteville currently did not have—the schools were not
integrated [indistinct 00:14:25] 40, 41 [indistinct 00:14:32]. And so the company built all the schools, they
furnished all the schools. They had the schools built for the Black children from grades one through eight. It
was Freedman Graded School, that's what it was called. And at the time, they had—can't remember the



other school, but anyway | know the high school. They had a high school and a middle school for [indistinct
00:14:57] children in the community.

Blair Murphy: And so that was—

Lorene Carter Poole: You see, the little town was named Graniteville.
Blair Murphy: Oh, okay.

Lorene Carter Poole: So—

Blair Murphy: So that wasn't a state school, that was like—

Lorene Carter Poole: | think they had to abide by the rules and relations of the state, but the company, the
Graniteville Manufacturing Company, was the [indistinct 00:15:21] where the money came from. They had to
build all the schools.

Blair Murphy: So they had—

Lorene Carter Poole: That school, but they only had—now, they built a big high school for the Whites. They
didn't go any farther than grades one through eight, Black children. And you had to catch the bus and ride
to Aiken, South Carolina from home [indistinct 00:15:49] schools. In order to get the ninth grade.

Lorene Carter Poole: [indistinct 00:15:53]. Well, that's why they [indistinct 00:15:54] for a while. | mean,
some of the schools all over the state only went through 11 grade for a while for White and Black. 11th
grade. Find that they added 12th grade on several years before | [indistinct 00:16:07]. Because | had a friend
of mine who went through 11th grade and graduated at [indistinct 00:16:14], whereas her sisters and all the
rest of us ended up in twelfth grade. Think that was the policy in South Carolina, if | remember. High schools
only went as far as 11th grade for a while.

Lorene Carter Poole: I'm not sure whether it was just for Blacks or for Whites, but | think it was throughout
the state. I'm not sure about that. The whole state.

Blair Murphy: And do you remember if the schools that the company had built for the White students, was
that a lot better, or was it similar accommodations that they—

Lorene Carter Poole: We had similar accommodations as far as | know. And the only thing about it, the state
would send the old books from the schools, you know. The White schools would have the new books, and
then when they finished with them, they would send them to us. But | do remember that, because |
remember names. I'm not sure whether it was the state or the county. | better not say the state—

Lorene Carter Poole: Probably the county. Probably Aiken County did that. That was all over the state



because my husband, the same thing happened to him. He remembers when he was a child that they got
the old books [indistinct 00:17:32] White students in the schools.

Lorene Carter Poole: But even at that, we learned.

Lorene Carter Poole: When | started in ninth grade, when | finished eighth grade at Freedman Graded, this
was the first year that we had school buses. School buses would transport us to Schofield. We had yellow
state school bus because the state was negotiating with people, the board at Martha Schofield to take over,
for the school to become a state school.

Lorene Carter Poole: See, it was a private school. It was purchased, built by the Quakers and owned by the
Quakers. And at that time, that's when the state had started proceedings to buy Schofield from the Quakers.
And therefore they funded school buses for all the children in my home town and [indistinct 00:18:47], |
believe [indistinct 00:18:49] was around—South Carolina, which is only about 10 minutes from Graniteville
headed towards Edgemont County.

Lorene Carter Poole: And all the children that were north of Augusta, South Carolina, all that whole area, all
the way from north Augusta to Bath, Langley, Clearwater—all those children were transported on yellow
school buses. And don't you ever rat on [indistinct 00:19:16].

Lorene Carter Poole: All of us were transported, and that's even from Sally, South Carolina, Wagner, South
Carolina. Morency, Williston, South Carolina. All of us. And Elleton. Remember Elleton? What used to—well,
they moved the town to the—we call it [indistinct 00:19:41] Savannah. Plant—Elleton used to be located
somewhere else. Well, whatever.

Lorene Carter Poole: Anyway, the children came from that area, too. Elleton, Willison, Wagner, Sally, South
Carolina—why can't | think of another town? [indistinct 00:20:06]. Richspring. Richspring, South Carolina as
well.

Blair Murphy: Okay.

Lorene Carter Poole: Yeah, all of those children came from there, and all of us came to [indistinct 00:20:19].
And we rode the school bus there, to Schofield.

Lorene Carter Poole: And in our first year there, students were still living on the campus. The ninth grade
students were still—there was half, part off campus, and then [indistinct 00:20:37] were still living, bullying
on the campus. | think | met you in 10th grade, | think that was when you complete.

Lorene Carter Poole: | don't really [indistinct 00:20:48] 10th grade [indistinct 00:20:48]. I'm not sure about
that. But before | finished, it was all state. Everybody was being transported [indistinct 00:20:55], everybody
was coming to school.



Blair Murphy: What year was it?

Lorene Carter Poole: | entered there in eighth grade. [indistinct 00:21:07]. Trying to think. I'm trying to think
back. Anyway, | was in 10th grade when [indistinct 00:21:30]. Yeah, | finished [indistinct 00:21:37].

Blair Murphy: So, late 1940s?

Lorene Carter Poole: The first ninth grade in '49. That's it.
Blair Murphy: So, in 1949—

Lorene Carter Poole: That's not being taped, though.

Blair Murphy: No, just now. Just trying to [indistinct 00:21:49].

Lorene Carter Poole: Okay. That's when | entered Schofield. And we were all riding on—all of the children
that were transported were transported on the yellow buses where the White kids used to walk by, they'd
walk by and holler, they'd call us, you know, [n word 00:22:07] and all that out the window. Lick their
tongues and all that. We'd have to take it.

Lorene Carter Poole: But they were being transported. You see, they were being transported from
Graniteville when | was at Freedman Graded School by the yellow buses all along. But we weren't, we had to
walk eight or nine blocks in the rain or whatever, [indistinct 00:22:20]. And we'd walk back, and they
[indistinct 00:22:26]. It's common where they would live, because someone was walking because we'd see—

Lorene Carter Poole: Another thing happened when | was at Freedman Graded School. We used to get out
the same time at school in the day, and we would go up town and the White—and Black kids didn't go on
the sidewalk. The Black kids didn't want to let the Whites by and vice versa. They didn't want to move out
the way, neither way [indistinct 00:22:52]. So, it caused some problems. And what they did, they start letting
the White kids out early.

Blair Murphy: Oh.

Lorene Carter Poole: | noticed that later, [indistinct 00:23:02] was right between [indistinct 00:23:03].
Could've been 1:30 or two o'clock and we got out at 2:30, whatever. Something like that. Or 2:45. 1 don't
remember the exact time, but anyway, they start being let out earlier and then we were let out later so that
there wouldn't be no conflict when we'd go uptown. We'd be bumping each other. [indistinct 00:23:21]
elbow each other and all that kind of stuff.

Lorene Carter Poole: And | think some of the children must've gone home and told their parents, and so that
was stopped.



Blair Murphy: Was there a lot of controversy between Black and White in your town, or—

Lorene Carter Poole: No. It was—we didn't have that. Like | said, I—as | told the principal, being from a small
town, it's always been interracial. Well, you know, you didn't live really mixed. The whole town, you
know—But your community was joined—

Blair Murphy: By the same street—

Lorene Carter Poole: Negro on the same [indistinct 00:23:58]. My [indistinct 00:24:01] knows grandmother
lived on the same street with Whites, they just didn't live in between and all that. They just, the Black started
on the next door and on up. And the Whites went then on down. They didn't mix all in.

Blair Murphy: Was there a Black business district?

Lorene Carter Poole: No. We had some business, they owned restaurants. Mostly restaurants. You know, like
the clubs where you go and dance and then you order food and—

Lorene Carter Poole: Miss Nanny Brooks was one of the main owners of a big place she had. She had an
[indistinct 00:24:47] and she'd fix meals and prepare meals, and then she had a private room where you
could go in and eat in the dining area, and you had this big space area where you could dance.

Lorene Carter Poole: Then there was a place called Sixth Spot. Sixth Spot owned by the second family. One
of the brothers owned this place, and that's where the young people used to kind of hang out, there. |
wasn't allowed to hang out there. The only time | was hanging out there was when | came back for one
Christmas where I'd gone to college and came back. One of my friends had her party because he had
[indistinct 00:25:27] in the back, it was private and real nice. Umbrellas up, all that kind of stuff. Classy. Now
it looks like a ghost, you know, this town has gone down.

Lorene Carter Poole: The brother that owned it decided to stop that and he started being a minister in
Beulah on the hill and that sold to the bank, so it's not—it's there, but that's all. It's just sitting there. Need
to be torn down.

Blair Murphy: Did—y'all went to separate high schools. Did people work side by side in the mill? Did Black
people and White people work side by side in the mill?

Lorene Carter Poole: | don't know, | think there were—[indistinct 00:26:11], or wait a minute, three it goes
on—[indistinct 00:26:16]. | think they may have, | don't know. Because she had some White friends. They
knew each other. I don't know. | don't know about that part.

Lorene Carter Poole: They're not—but I'm saying, you know, with the high schools, see, they didn't have one
for Blacks in Graniteville.



Blair Murphy: That's why y'all traveled.
Lorene Carter Poole: That's why we had to be transported.
Blair Murphy: Right.

Lorene Carter Poole: And just before my ninth grade year, we had to catch the valley coaches which ran
from Augusta, Georgia to Aiken. Back and forth from Augusta, Georgia, all through the valley here. And the
kids would walk over the number one highway and catch that. See, we didn't [indistinct 00:26:58]. We'd just
walk back [indistinct 00:27:00] home through our separate route in an area, a wooded area with a beautiful
pond. You'd go across there, you'd go across the railroad track and there, that's the number one highway.
And they had to catch the bus like that.

Lorene Carter Poole: But | luckily was able to catch the regular bus that transported us over to Schofield.
Blair Murphy: How much did the valley coach cost?

Lorene Carter Poole: Oh goodness, maybe like 15 cents? About 15 cents, probably, one way. Because | used
to catch the bus and go to Augusta myself. Go shopping in Augusta, Georgia. That was one of the main
shopping [indistinct 00:27:42]. We had dates at that time, and all the exclusive stores located in Augusta on
Main, on Broad Street in Augusta. That was our main shopping street.

Blair Murphy: So that was a Black shopping district? Or—

Lorene Carter Poole: No, it was just like any other city at that time. Black businesses were located farther in
Black neighborhoods in Augusta. There was one Black theater called Lenox Theater, and that's where | used
to go to the movies every Saturday. See, when | was with y cousin, we lived down near Clearwater. And we
could walk across the bridge. We walked, we didn't live that far from Augusta. We could walk. So, we'd go to
Augusta every Saturday, walk on that bridge, | don't know whether you've ever been across there. An old
bridge. And we walked there, and I'd go to, we'd walk several blocks from downtown out in the Black area to
Lenox Theater. Have you heard of Lenox? | wonder if Lenox had a new whatever—

Blair Murphy: Mm-hmm.

Lorene Carter Poole: But no, they had, it was a Black theater. All Blacks went there, and all the stars that
came, like [indistinct 00:29:07] and—who were some of the stars? Fancy ones. A number of stars at that time
that [indistinct 00:29:07] all those. They used to come there for the matinee because parents [indistinct
00:29:11] wouldn't let them go to the dances that was held in the auditorium. The Bell Auditorium in
Augusta, Georgia.

Lorene Carter Poole: So, | would go, my adoptive mother would let me go with her niece who was grown,



you know. We'd take a group of teenagers over to see the stars. The matinee show where they would
perform down on the stage in the theater. Lenox Theater. You couldn't go to the dance they were going to
be that night. [indistinct 00:29:38] teenagers you would lie to be going out dancing [indistinct 00:29:41]
teenagers [indistinct 00:29:44] some kids are 12 and 13. | see them all at night.

Lorene Carter Poole: You were not allowed out, and if you went to those you've got an older person would
take you. Maybe if you were 12 and 13, maybe your sister that had graduated from high school or whatever.
Or a neighbor or somebody would take you to the matinee shows. That's how [indistinct 00:30:07] all those
stars who used to appear in Augusta.

Blair Murphy: What other kinds of things did you do for entertainment?

Lorene Carter Poole: Used to play softball, | was a Girl Scout. | had been a Girl Scout from the time [indistinct
00:30:23] | graduated | was a Girl Scout. There was the organizer of my town. Trying to thing of the lady's
name. Mrs. Maymen Monday was the first organizer and she worked with the Black group from my town.
They had called her, and people from Aiken. Leaders, White leaders came and help her to organize the
Brownies and the Girl Scouts. And | was too old to be a Brownie, so | had to be a Girl Scout. And they
organized.

Lorene Carter Poole: And | played on the softball team all the way through Girl Scouts. And camping. Used
to go camping every year. So, but other than that | was in the church. Church was my salvation, because
[indistinct 00:31:13] the church and it was right across the street from the house. [indistinct 00:31:16] cross
[indistinct 00:31:16]. | don't know who that would've been, because my little town was a little town that—I
don't know, like, it breeded alcoholics.

Lorene Carter Poole: My husband said that on a date.
Blair Murphy: What kind of church was it, first?

Lorene Carter Poole: Well, | was christened in the AME church, and | attended there for a while. But after my
first, mother's first cousin who [indistinct 00:31:48] was nine years old passed, | was at the Methodist
[indistinct 00:31:54] church. But after | moved with my brother and his wife, he belonged to Bethlehem
Baptist Church which was, we call it on the hill, because you had to walk several blocks to get there. And my
sister-in-law was going to [indistinct 00:32:07] Baptist. And so | decided that it didn't make sense for three
people to be going to three different churches in the house, so | decided to go to church with my sister-in-
law.

Lorene Carter Poole: And | joined that church when | was 10 years old. [indistinct 00:32:21] Baptist Church. |
had the opportunity of going back in November of last year and celebrating the 100th anniversary of that

church.

Blair Murphy: What type of things would you do—



Lorene Carter Poole: In the church?

Blair Murphy: Yeah.

Lorene Carter Poole: Organizations for youth?

Blair Murphy: Yeah.

Lorene Carter Poole: Well, they had a youth choir in the church. They also had a junior usher board that |
was on. And they had the BTU, well it wasn't BTU then, it was called—I've forgotten the name of that. It's
called BTU now, but it was called something else when | was a child. But it's the same thing.

Lorene Carter Poole: In the evenings we'd have that discussions and stuff like that. Then, you know, the
regular things like at Christmas programs, and then Easter speeches which | detested. | was shy and | didn't

like getting up and speaking but | had to. Nervous wreck.

Lorene Carter Poole: We had that. And we had other programs, you know. Mother's Day programs and
things like—leisure things that people can [indistinct 00:33:35] at that time.

Lorene Carter Poole: And | would go to Sunday school. | love Sunday school. If they didn't have breakfast
ready, I'd leave and take off to Sunday school without breakfast. | never let food keep me from going to
church any time. That's my thing. That was my main activity for me. Church.

Lorene Carter Poole: And then, see, what happened in our community, you know, with the only [indistinct
00:34:08] church had service on first and third Sundays. And then Bethlehem had service on second and
forth, so we would automatically be in church either place. Never [indistinct 00:34:18] you would never have
church. And on Easter Sunday they had it like this, that [indistinct 00:34:28] would be earlier so you could go
to the ANE church to their Easter program. They had the schedule where you could go to all three programs
if you wanted to. That's how the three churches worked together.

Blair Murphy: So one church didn't have church every Sunday?

Lorene Carter Poole: | think the Methodist church did. Methodist church did. But the two Baptist churches
did not.

Blair Murphy: Was it the same preacher in each one of them?
Lorene Carter Poole: No.

Blair Murphy: They just didn't have any?



Lorene Carter Poole: Well that, for some reason, that was one of the customs doing—I think they still
have—some places | think they still have that, where they just have service two Sundays. I'm not sure.
[indistinct 00:35:14]. They still have it in that area, because | think someone we know, pastors, one church
on first and third now, and second and forth, | think he has, he pastors two churches. And that's how you
have to do it. Somebody that we know, my husband knows, does that now.

Lorene Carter Poole: So, that was, for some reason, | guess in our little town, they done in that way, in that
area, called the valley, that's what they did. The Methodist church had service every Sunday. Baptist
churches was different, but they have regular service now | know in Aiken and other places, it's every
Sunday. And | have a family connection who pastors, has been pastoring my home church for a number of
years now. | call him Ronnie, because | knew him when he was in diapers. But anyway, he—they have service
every Sunday now. It's not just two Sundays. It's every Sunday he's there.

Blair Murphy: In the first interview you mentioned something about a cross thing burned?

Lorene Carter Poole: Oh, yeah. That dealt with the NACP being a member of the NACP. My god sister that
lived next door to us, we were told that's why that cross was burned in the ball park. See, where we lived, we
lived on kind of a main street where church and then, you know, nextdoor neighbors and so on. And the
Graniteville Company had given us a park right in front of my house, it was right in front of my house, where
baseball was played. [indistinct 00:37:05] baseball team. They organized their team and everything. And
that's where they played ball. It was the most center of the summer, the whole center of everything. They
had everything in the ball park.

Lorene Carter Poole: Played ball, bring our own games every year from, because I've been going—and | used
to travel all up here and—[indistinct 00:37:30], all in those areas with my foster father for baseball games. |
knew all about [indistinct 00:37:35] years ago. [indistinct 00:37:37].

Lorene Carter Poole: But anyway, that's where some activities would take place and so—we never really
knew that was the reason, but that's what we—still, and you know, you could not be, couldn't hardly let it
be known if you were a teacher that you [indistinct 00:37:56] in some places. But they didn't [indistinct
00:37:59] because [indistinct 00:37:59] she was a member. They said Ku Klux Klan burned that cross there,
but we never really knew whether it was a myth, whether it was true or untrue.

Blair Murphy: So what year was that?

Lorene Carter Poole: | can't remember one year, but | do remember my foster daddy, he had a tragic
accident [indistinct 00:38:17] years before that and was in a wheelchair and had broken his neck, his back.
But | remember him in his wheelchair he had [indistinct 00:38:28]. And he got in the door and he said that
they better not come in his yard because he would take some of them [indistinct 00:38:36] gone. Well, he
didn't use that expression, but he said he'd at least get two or three before they came in our house.

Lorene Carter Poole: But they didn't do anything, they just burned a cross out there. | never knew why they



burned the cross. But we heard a rumor later that it was because my nextdoor neighbor was a member of
the NAACP, and they were trying to scare, | guess, the rest of the Blacks | guess. [indistinct 00:38:59], | don't
know.

Blair Murphy: Do you know anything about that chapter of the NAACP in your town?

Lorene Carter Poole: Because | didn't join NAACP until | went to college [indistinct 00:39:11]. And | thought
you did [indistinct 00:39:13]. You were in that little town. I'm not sure whether it was a chapter in our town,
or it was in Aiken. I'm not sure. She was a school teacher [indistinct 00:39:26].

Blair Murphy: Okay. What—I know your parents died when you were young, do you remember what work
they did?

Lorene Carter Poole: All right, my mother worked, she was a domestic worker. Because | remember when
she used to take me to work with her and the Black kids would babysit with me while she worked. And that's
the kind of work she did. And | [indistinct 00:40:00], and | thought—I was six years old when my mother died.
[indistinct 00:40:05] since you were four. Because | can remember her when she would take me to work with
her.

Lorene Carter Poole: | also remember when she died [indistinct 00:40:13]. So, | always thought | was six
years old. [indistinct 00:40:18]. Was only four.

Lorene Carter Poole: My mother had a rough life, that's why | was born out of wedlock. She married very,
very young, and she had—Well, my foster mother told me that my mother would have had 13 children. She
had some miscarriages. But anyway, three of my brothers on my mother's side lived. | was the next one
[indistinct 00:40:47] on my mother's side [indistinct 00:40:53].

Lorene Carter Poole: And what happened, her husband left her with the children, with those three children.
She had to raise three girls, and went to live with an old lady. And my foster mother told me everything. She
knew that a doctor [indistinct 00:41:17]. Because they were very good friends. And, because she said that
the first coat suit that she ever had, my mother gave it to her. But anyway, she always loved my mother as a
sister. She loved her. She wasn't her sister, but you don't have to be just to love each other.

Lorene Carter Poole: And she said that my brother's father was very mean to my mother, and he left her for
another lady in town, and my mother hadn't [indistinct 00:41:45] town supporting the children, [indistinct
00:41:47], and hardly wood to burn in the fire, different things. Food to eat and stuff. And you'd drive by the
other lady's house and she had coals all in here, you know, been using coal heaters. Coal heaters. And they
were all—

Lorene Carter Poole: And she caught a rough time. And my father owned a lot of land, and he farmed and
had owned a lot of land. [indistinct 00:42:11] gosh, a lot of land. But anyway, and so he felt sorry for us,
started coming, you know, and helping her out and all. So, that's how | came along.



Lorene Carter Poole: Because people now live together [indistinct 00:42:33]. Yeah, okay. Cut that. Y'all don't
need to have thatin.

Blair Murphy: All right, so you were telling me about your brother.

Lorene Carter Poole: | was just saying that my brother left when | was about six years old on my father's side.
He was a [indistinct 00:42:43]. And gave me the little, | always remember he gave me the little green rocking
chair with a straw bottom in it and several [indistinct 00:42:54] little girl, and several other little things that
he thought a little girl would need and told me bye, and left.

Lorene Carter Poole: And that was, he was a brother on my father's side. And we reunited after | became a

grown woman with two children, married with two children. Because my other brothers, we were so close
until me—we stayed in contact. Well, they were friends. They were all in New York, their family, [indistinct

00:43:31] in New York and they knew where he was, and they were all like brothers. And so they decided to
say hi to little baby sis who's married down there in South Carolina, who's married and has children.

Lorene Carter Poole: See, | stayed in touch with my other brothers on my mother's side. We never lost
contact with each other. They'd call whenever I'd write. When | was in college | would write [indistinct
00:43:53] on my mother's side.

Lorene Carter Poole: And so they decided to give us a trip there. They wanted to meet my husband and my
children. My oldest daughter, you see her right there, that's her [indistinct 00:44:07] picture. She was 16
months old when they saw her, and my son, don't remember his age, but at least they're four days apart but
being two years apart.

Lorene Carter Poole: Her birthday is April the 20th and my oldest child, this is [indistinct 00:44:31], his
birthday is April the 24th, so it [indistinct 00:44:34] when | brought her home from the hospital [indistinct
00:44:36] on his birthday. So, that's why | can't get figure out 16 months or [indistinct 00:44:46] whatever his
birthday was. 16 months out.

Lorene Carter Poole: But anyway, they gave us a trip there for a family reunion. And my sister on my father's
side who used to come and visit a family there in Graniteville, a couple years when family would come visit
her, she stayed in contact by visiting me. Coming down. She was in the hospital at the time to lose weight.
And she got permission from her doctor [indistinct 00:45:10] hospital [indistinct 00:45:12]. | guess she
weighed 300 or more pounds. And she had already lost about 30 or 40 in there, but she's had strokes of
staying in there longer, but she got out for the reunion. | got to meet her children that time.

Lorene Carter Poole: And that's how—Now | know two of my nieces and | know | got a grand-nephew that
lives here in [indistinct 00:45:37], it's amazing how fate is. Unfortunately, he did his wife the same way. His
wife, but they live in a beautiful neighborhood out near—on [indistinct 00:45:55] the road? You know there's
several residential areas out there, you've got [indistinct 00:46:04]. You've got two or three other areas. And



he is while | visit them. And they had two children, they had two lovely children. He just—he just walked
away and left. And he fathered a child with some lady now. But his wife is doing okay. She's handling it.

Lorene Carter Poole: And he just said it was just too much church for him. Isn't that an excuse to say?
[indistinct 00:46:34] church here and church there. But anyway, that's what his mother told me. [indistinct
00:46:41]. They make the time, they come here every Monday to the church—



