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Kate Ellis: Oh, I think I need to- This is Kate Ellis interviewing Emily Willette McCandies from Hillsborough,
North Carolina on June 8th, 1994 at about 2:30 PM. When did you first come to this area, Hillsborough? 

- [Emily Willette McCandies] I was about seven years old. We moved down from Alamance County and this is
where I first started the school. 

- Who did you come down with? 

- I came down with my mother's brother and his wife. They raised me from birth. So I've been with them
ever since. 

- Your mother's brother. So your uncle? 

- Right. 

- Are they kind of like parents to you? I mean. 

- Right. 

- Why did they- Do you know why they raised you? 

- My parents died when I was small. 

- Oh. How did they pass? 

- I don't really know what was wrong with my daddy, but my mother died from tuberculosis. 

- Oh, wow. And so they took care of you. And so did you move around the time that your parents died or had
you already been living with your-? 

- I had already been living with them. 

- Okay. 

- Because they were sickly. And so my mother wanted her brother to have me. And my mother's cousin
raised my sister. 

- Your mother's cousin. Oh, I see. So is your sister older or younger? 



- Younger. 

- Oh, okay. 

- And I have two brothers and they stayed with my daddy, which they were older. 

- Oh, I see. How much? So were they a lot older? 

- A little older. They were old enough to take care of themselves. 

- When he passed? 

- Right. 

- I see. So who is still around here? I mean, of your- So you have two brothers and a sister and you. 

- I have one brother living. 

- Oh. 

- And one sister. 

- Okay. Did the aunt and uncle who raised you, who are like your parents, did they also have children of their
own that they had together? 

- Yes, they had seven. 

- So were you raised in that whole family? 

- Yes. 

- So why did they come, why did you all move here? 

- My daddy- My uncle, which is my daddy. 

- Right. Yeah, okay. 

- He bought a farm here in Hillsborough. 

- I see. So he was able- And so who worked on that farm? 

- My dad and his wife and their children. Then when I grew up, I helped some. 



- What kind of vegetables were grown on the farm? 

- Tomatoes, corn, beans. 

- So what would they do with that? Like, what was a- What was the general- Let's see now. Let me get
something straight before I actually even go on. When were you born? 

- I was born 1936. 

- Okay. I'm just going to write that down. Oh I see, you're like 58. 

- Right. 

- Yeah. Okay. 

- I just had a birthday. 

- You did? 

- In April. 

- Oh. Great. So this was when you moved down here, that was, I guess in the early 1940s when you came
down here? 

- I think it was 1941. 

- Okay. So that was, I guess, the start of the war, around the start of the war. 

- Yes. Think so. 

- Yeah. And so you came down here with the whole family because he was able to buy a farm here. 

- Right. 

- How far-? You told me before, what was the name of the county that you came from? 

- Alamance County, but I was born in Orange County. 

- Which is, okay. 

- Place called Cedar Grove. 



- That's the place where you were born? 

- Right. 

- Was that at home or was that in a hospital-? 

- No, it was a community. 

- Oh, I see. So I'm just wondering, and so then when you came down here, and you're about six years old
when you came down here. And then they put you in school here? 

- Yes. 

- What do you remember about your school? 

- It was fun. We went to a little country school with one classroom. I think it was like from first grade to
seventh grade, but I only went there for two years, first and second grade. And then I was transferred to
Hillsborough. 

- Hillsborough-? 

- To Central. 

- And what was that like? 

- It was a large school from first grade to 12. 

- Oh. Did you go all the way through there? 

- Yes I did. 

- I see. So you've been here- It sounds like you've been here all your life. 

- Yes. 

- Okay. Wow. So what was the population of the students like at Hillsborough Central? I mean, was it
segregated or, I mean assuming- 

- Yeah, it was segregated. 

- Yeah. So was this the Black school? 



- Black school. 

- The Hillsborough, okay. Can you tell me about the population in this area at the time when you moved
here? 

- It was small. I can't remember the figures, but it was small. The population was real small here then. 

- Let's try something. [INTERRUPTION] 

Ellis: Okay, go ahead. 

McCandies: It was like you knew everybody that was in Hillsborough. 

- So everybody knew you and was aware of what you were doing and- 

- Yes. 

- Wow. So what do you remember about going to your, was there another White school nearby? 

- Yes, it was another White school close to Central, which was Hillsborough High at the time. And then years
later after they began building new schools, the old White school was named Grady Brown after the
principal. 

- And what about your school? 

- And my school was burned down. 

- It was burned down? 

- Yes, in the- Fifties, late fifties. And then when they built back, they named it A L Stanback after the
principal. 

- Stanback? 

- And it's an elementary school now. 

- So what about the high school part? 

- They built a new high school after integration. 

- Oh, I see. And is that-? 



- Orange High School. 

- Orange High School. Is that now an integrated high school? 

- Right. 

- Okay. How did the school burn down? 

- Probably from the heating system. 

- I see. So it caught fire? 

- Right. 

- So, okay. And you obviously you were out of school. 

- Because it was a real old school, but it was real nice. 

- What do you mean it was real nice? 

- The structure on it had been kept nicely. 

- So it was well- I see. But it was just old? 

- Right. 

- I see. Huh. So what do you remember from those- Well, let me put it this way. Do you remember seeing
White students? I mean, I don't know how close the schools were together, but did you pass each other
much? Was there ever periods of interaction or- 

- No. Not then. Sometime we would leave school, come into town for something and we would walk past the
White school, but never had any problems. 

- Was it sort of that you kept with your group and they kept with their group? 

- Yes. 

- And people really didn't kind of cross that line? 

- No. And also basketball season, the Black school used the White gym and everything went along smooth. 



- Was there a particular place where they needed to enter the gym? I mean was there- What am I trying to
say? Were there any kind of rules about how people entered or? 

- No. 

- So what else do you remember about being in high school or even in grammar school and what that was
like? 

- Well, at that time, it wasn't too much really happening. Everybody got along real good. 

- Really? You mean Whites and Black? 

- Right. 

- Uh-huh. Wow. Well, when you say got along really good- 

- You know, the Blacks didn't bother the White students and the Whites didn't bother the Black. 

- Do you remember, was there a time when, that you remember ever learning that, that you were to stay
apart? 

- No. I never had that feeling because the community that I grew up in after we moved to Hillsborough, is a
White community and the only children I had to play with was White children. 

- Oh, when you were growing up? 

- Right. 

- Like in the farm area where your daddy bought the farm. 

- Right. We were the only Black people out there. 

- Wow. 

- And still is. 

- Really? How did they respond to you when you moved in? Were they welcoming or were they standoffish
or? 

- No, they didn't standoff. They called my mother and daddy, aunt and uncle. They would spend the night
with me, the children, and I'd go spend the night with them. We played together every day. 



- Are you still friends with them? 

- Right. 

- Oh. Do they still live around here or? 

- Some of them. 

- So your father obviously was farming. 

- Right. 

- Were they also farmers? What were they doing nearby? 

- They were farmers too. 

- I see. So did the families ever help each other out on the farm? 

- Yes. 

- Was there a lot of collective work that was done together? 

- Right. 

- How did that work? 

- We would work together. One farmer would come and help my daddy and then he would go and help them
taking in tobacco. They would help each other. 

- During the- 

- Yeah, they had tobacco during that season. 

- So you also grew tobacco on your farm? 

- Right. Tobacco and corn. 

- Is that farm still standing? 

- Yes. Some of my daddy's farm has been sold and they are both deceased now. And I've had my home built
on some of the land. 



- Oh, I see. Oh, that's nice. What about other brothers and sisters? Have they also stayed in that area? 

- No. 

- Where are they all? 

- The one that I call my sister, which is my uncle's daughter, I call him daddy. 

- Uh-huh. 

- Well, they had one girl and she got married and moved into Durham County. So her part of land, she sold it.

- Oh, so you all inherited land together? 

- Right. 

- And divided it up? 

- Right. 

- I see. And so you've kept your part of the land? 

- Yeah, I kept mine. 

- And that's where your house is. 

- Right. 

- And other brothers and sisters kept part of the land or-? 

- Two of the brothers kept their land. 

- When was this land, when did that happen? That they passed and you inherited? 

- My daddy, which is my uncle. 

- Right. No, when you refer to your daddy, I'll know that it's your- 

- Right. 

- Okay. 



- He passed away in 1983. 

- And so that's when- 

- And his wife passed away in 1985. And I had my home built in 1974. 

- Oh, I see. Okay, so you've been there- 

- So I've been there ever since. 

- I see. Do you call your aunt, your uncle's wife, do you call her your mother? 

- Right. Right. 

- Yeah. Just making sure. So can you tell me what your life was like growing up? You said that you worked on
the farm and you went to school. What-? 

- It was good. I didn't do too much work in tobacco. 

- You didn't? 

- I was out there, but I didn't do no hard work. 

- Who did the hard work? 

- My mom and daddy. 

- The two of them really. 

- Right, and their children, because I was the youngest one there. 

- Oh. 

- So I didn't have to work hard. 

- But the other, their kids or your, do you call them your brothers and sisters? 

- Yes. 

- But they did. 



- They did. 

- Did they ever resent you for that? Did they ever ask why they had to do all this hard work while you didn't? 

- But their youngest son did. I think he was jealous. 

- Oh, really? But you were still younger than their youngest son? 

- Right. 

- Did you all go to school together? Did you all go to the same school? 

- Yes. 

- Did everybody graduate from that school? 

- No, I was the only one. 

- So they stopped before then? 

- They did. 

- I see. To do farming or to move- 

- To do farming. 

- On that land or other places? 

- On their daddy's land and other places. And then they got public jobs. 

- Oh. Doing what sorts of things? 

- One was working at White's Furniture Factory for a while, here in Hillsborough. And then they also worked
at a lumber plant. Then they worked some at mills, like in Alamance County. 

- When they left school to take these jobs, did they leave home as well, or did they- 

- One did. He moved to Connecticut. 

- Oh. Why did he go to Connecticut? 

- I don't know why he went to Connecticut. Probably to work. Then when he left Connecticut, he got a job in



Cincinnati, Ohio. 

- Wow. 

- And he stayed there a good while. He came to Washington, on down to Maryland, and back home. 

- So he kind of slowly made his way back? 

- Right. 

- So is he back here now? 

- Yes. 

- What's he doing now? 

- He's retired now. 

- Oh. Huh. Why did you stay in school all the way through to graduating? 

- Oh, it was something that I liked. 

- Yeah. You said that you grew up, this neighborhood that you were in, this community was predominantly
White, you were the only Black family, so your friends were White. What about when you went to school? I
mean, I'm assuming you went to different schools, then? 

- Well, as far as riding the school bus, I had to walk nearly a mile to meet the school bus. Because by me
being the only Black child living on that road in that area, they didn't have a school bus to come by there.
'Cause they said it wasn't enough children there in that section. 

- To get a whole school bus for Black children? 

- Right. So I had to walk nearly a mile to meet the school bus. 

- And the school bus that you met was a Black school bus? 

- Right, right. 

- I see. So it was just that you happened, I see. So was that- 

- Now when I got in the 11th grade, they started letting the school bus come by where I live. 



- That Black school bus? The one that you used to have to walk to? 

- Right. 

- They finally said, okay, we'll come to you. 

- Right. 

- I wonder what changed. Do you know why they changed that? 

- I don't know. I guess they felt sorry for me. 

- How many years had you spent walking to the school bus? 

- 10. 

- So was this basically since you started? 

- Because 11th and 12th grade, that's when I started riding the school bus in front of my door. 

- Right. That must have been- Do you remember the first day that the school bus came to your door? 

- I was happy. (both laughing) 

- I bet you were. Uh-huh. 

- There were days I didn't want to go to school because like, during the winter months, it was so cold. And
then I had to walk by myself. Some of the days my daddy would walk with me to meet the school bus. 

- Especially, I bet, when you were younger? Were those- 

- When I was younger. And like, real rainy days, maybe a day I wouldn't go to school. 

- Because the weather was so bad? 

- Right. 

- Yeah. That's a long way to walk to catch a school bus. 

- That's right. 

- Yeah. Was there a nearby Black community that was serviced by that bus? I mean, you said that the bus



wouldn't go to pick you up 'cause you were farther away and they wouldn't go as far as you lived to get you
and you were living in this White community. 

- Well, over on another road called St. Mary's Road, it was more Blacks lived over there than on my road. 

- So the school bus went there and collected students from there? 

- Yes. And then it would make a circle. And come around so it could pick me up. 

- When they finally started picking you up? 

- Right. 

- Before they picked you up, where did you go to catch the bus? Where would you wait to catch the bus? 

- At a church. New Sharon Church. 

- Oh, which is the church that you go to now? 

- No, it's a White church. 

- Oh. But did you tell me earlier when we were talking- 

- I go to Lipscomb Grove Baptist Church. 

- Oh, okay. I'm just trying to remember why. 

- Now, New Sharon Church is a all White church and they named the road I live on after this church. 

- Oh, okay. That's why I knew the New Sharon. You told me, that was your address, not your church.
(laughing) Okay. So was it that you lived about a mile down on that road from the church? 

- Yes. 

- Okay. But when you were growing up, you didn't attend that church? 

- No I didn't. 

- Cause it was a White church. What church did you attend? 

- But we would sometimes be invited to come. 



- Your family would be? 

- Yes. 

- Who would invite you? 

- Some of the members. Because we knew most of the members that go to that church and they would
invite us sometime to come to service there. 

- Was that for particular occasions or as a gesture of friendship or? 

- Particular occasions. 

- I see. What kind of occasions? 

- Like weddings and sometime they have homecomings. They knew my mother liked to go to church and
she helped a lot of people in their homes that go to church there. 

- So they knew her pretty well? 

- Right. 

- What about your neighbors, your White neighbors? Did they go to that church? 

- Yes. 

- I see. So were they sometimes the ones that would invite you? 

- Yes. 

- What would they do? Did those white neighbors, I know that you said that you all helped each other with
the farm work. Would those White neighbors also socialize with your parents? 

- Yes. 

- 'Cause I know that you said that you did with their kids. 

- Yes. 

- Did your parents and the parents of your friends? 

- They would take time to come to my mother's house. They'd sit and talk. Then my mother would go to



their house when work was slow and they would sit and talk. 

- What was the name of your church that you went to when you were growing up? 

- I went to my mother's church, which is a primitive Baptist church. They tell me that's the oldest religion. It
is. And so most of my family are members at that church. 

- Still? 

- Still. But after I grew up, I started going to the other church, which is called Lipscomb Grove Baptist
Church. 

- Why did you switch? 

- Well, I like singing in the choir, ushering and doing different things, and at the primitive Baptist church,
they didn't have a choir or ushers. 

- I'm sorry, the term you used was ushers? 

- Uh-huh. 

- Uh-huh. I see. And you wanted, you wanted those? 

- Right. 

- So you sing in the choir now? 

- Sometimes. 

- Uh-huh. Yeah. Did your family- 

- But we still go to my mother's church. Whenever they have homecoming, we take a basket. 

- Oh, really? 

- Of food. And about twice a year we go. 

- Did any of your family members who still belong to that church, did they object at all when you decided to
change churches, did they question you about it or? 

- Oh. They just said, well, don't forget us. Come back to see us. 



- And so you do? 

- Right. 

- Yeah. Where was this primitive Baptist church located? 

- The primitive Baptist? 

- Yeah. 

- In Cedar Grove, North Carolina. 

- Oh. I see. 

- That's about, I would say about 15 miles from where I live now. 

- So how did you get there when you, when you were growing up, did you go there every Sunday or? 

- Yes, when I was small, my mother made me go. My mother's brother would take us to church. Either when
my daddy had time, he would take us. 

- So he didn't always go to church? 

- No, he didn't. 

- Oh, okay. So this was really your mother was- 

- He always liked to stay home. 

- Oh. 
(both laughing) So she couldn't make him go. 

- Uh-uh. 

- I see. Hmm. And was that church in a Black community? Was that- 

- Yes. 

- Trying to think, there was something else I was going to ask you. Oh, I know, I wanted to just get back to
something again. When you were in school, I'm assuming you made friends with people, with students in
school as well, when you were growing up. 



- Right. 

- So it sounds like you had both Black friends and White friends. 

- Right. 

- Would you ever get together with them together? Would you ever get together with your White friends and
your Black friends together? 

- Yes. 

- So everybody played together? 

- Yes. 

- Into high school as well? 

- Yes. 

- Uh-huh. Wow. 

- Now, sometime now when my White friends come to visit their parents, the ones that live out of town, they
always stop by to see me. 

- And same thing with your friends that you knew from your school? 

- Yes. 

- What do you remember, or do you remember much about your grandparents or where they're from? 

- Not too much. My grandmother was Cherokee Indian. 

- Full Cherokee Indian? 

- Full Cherokee Indian. And I can't remember where she came from. And my grandfather, he was Scottish
and I don't know how he get here. 

- Huh. He was full Scottish? 

- Right. I don't even know how they met. 

- Huh. 



- But I have- 

- And this is on your father- 

- This was my real parents. 

- Okay. 

- My real mother's mother and daddy. 

- Okay. And you don't know how they met or- 

- I was real small when my grandmother died and my grandfather died before I was born. But I have cousins
that know their whole history of them. 

- Oh, really? 

- Yes. 

- And you just haven't, I see. Wow. Have they told you that history before? 

- They hadn't told me too much. My cousin is supposed to come down this summer. And she's supposed to
bring me some information about my grandparents. How they got here and how they met. 

- So that was on your mother's side? 

- Right. 

- And so then what about on your father's side? 

- Oh, I didn't know them. 

- Wow. Do you know what your grandparents on your mother's side did for a living? 

- No, I don't. 

- Pretty much that she was Cherokee and he was Scottish. 

- He died before she did. Long, long time before she did. And I think she helped her daughters on the farm. 

- I see. 



- Which were my mother's sister's. 

- Right. And was that near Alamance? 

- Right. 

- Or in Alamance. 

- Near Alamance County. 

- Okay. 

- It was on the Orange County and Alamance County line. 

- So your real mother's sisters or your real mother, they had a- What did your parents, before they passed,
what did they do, were they also farmers? 

- They were farmers too. 

- Did they own their own farm? 

- Yes. 

- Oh. So, oh right. And I guess you said this was your mother's brother, who is your father? 

- Right. That raised me. 

- Who raised you. 

- Yes. 

- Okay. So were they all raised on a farm together? 

- Yes. 

- That your grandparents owned? 

- Right. 

- I see. Okay. And so there's been farming for, I guess for, I mean, you've owned farms in the family for,
sounds like two, I guess if you count you, I guess that'd be your third generation owning a farm? 



- I think so. 

- Does that sound right? 

- It sounds right. 
(both laughing) 

- Just trying to get that straight. Wow. So- Oh, there was something else I was going to ask you about that.
Okay, let me look at some of these questions. So as far as when you grew up in your household, sounds like
there were about, including your brothers and sisters, about eight or 10 of you, I guess if you include your
parents. 

- Yes. 

- Is that right, okay. In your community that you grew up in, can you think of who were some of the most
important people that you knew of in the community? If there were people that stand out in your mind. 

- You mean White families? 

- Or Black, I mean. 

- Yes. This is a Black family. Mr. Charlie Thompson. 

- And what was important about him? 

- Well, he had a dairy farm and he also raised lots of chickens and sold eggs. So that's where we would get
eggs and chickens from and milk. 

- And were you friends with him? 

- Yes. 

- So did he get produce from you during your harvest would he- 

- No. We just only got produce from him. 

- Oh, okay. 

- Yeah. 

- I see. And was he sort of well known or well respected in the community? 



- Yes. 

- So sounds he did well for himself? 

- Right. He and his wife were just like parents to me. 

- Oh, really? So you saw them often? 

- Yeah. 

- What would you do with them? 

- I'd go and spend weekends with them. 

- Oh, really? 

- Because they had- Mr. Charlie raised two of his nieces. Their parents died when they were small. And so we
were friends too. 

- You and his nieces? 

- Right. 

- I see. So they were around your age? 

- Right. 

- Did they go to the same school as you did? 

- Yes. 

- Okay. Do you still know them? 

- Uh-huh. 

- So they're still around here? 

- Yes. We're still friends. 

- What are they doing around here? 



- One of the girls work as a home health nurse in Chapel Hill. And the other girl work at Blue Cross and Blue
Shield. 

- Oh, yeah. 

- In Durham. 

- Yeah. 

- Did you ever travel very much when you were growing up? Did you all visit folks anywhere else? 

- No, we visit people, well, right around here in North Carolina, we never did go out of town. Some
weekends, my mother and I would catch the train and go to Greensboro where I have relatives. 

- And you'd visit them- 

- Yes. 

- For a few days or? 

- Just for the weekend. 

- Right. 

- And then they would come down here and spend a week during the summer every year. 

- On the farm with you? 

- Right. 

- What did they do in Greensboro? 

- I think they worked in a mill. And this was my grandmother's sister. 

- Your grandmother's sister. 

- In Greensboro. 

- On your mother's, well- 

- On my mother's side. 



- On your real mother or on your- 

- My real mother. 

- Oh, okay. So she was Cherokee as well, okay. Wow. What was it like traveling from here to Greensboro? 

- It was fun because we got to ride the train. 

- Did you ride in special cars on the train? 

- No. 

- Huh. But were the trains segregated when you were? 

- I'm sure it was, 'cause I was about eight, nine years old. 

- Right. So, I mean, I guess they called them the Jim Crow cars. Did you go in those? I mean, were you aware
of other White passengers in different parts of the train? 

- Right, right. 

- Okay. And did that ever- Okay, good. Did it ever leave an impression on you? Did you ever sort of say "why
are we riding here or why are we riding separately from them?" 

- On the train I never did say, but riding the bus, I would ask my mother why we always had to ride in the
back. Either why would we have to stand if the seats was filled up. 

- And what would she say? 

- And she would just say, well, we'll just have to stand up. 

- So she never really- 

- Given me a good answer. (both laughing) 

- So did you keep wondering, did you ever sort of make sense of it yourself? 

- Well, I just always thought, well, maybe we can't sit down. 

- Just, that was it, you just sort of thought, okay we- 

- Yeah, I just passed it over. 



- Right. It doesn't sound like you ever got really indignant about it. 

- I didn't. 

- You just thought, okay, this is what we have to do. 

- That's right. 

- Is that just generally how things were, I mean, as far as going to a separate school from your White friends
or your White, what were you going to say? 

- Well, my history teacher always told us, I think I was in the 11th grade. She said before the end of my time,
she said, "I feel like Black and White schools will come together." 

- Hmm. And then let's see, what year was that about? 

- I graduated in 1955. 

- Oh, okay. And then Brown decision came down in 1954. 

- Right. 

- Do you remember when that happened? 

- When, integration? 

- Mm-hmm. 

- Yes, I do. 

- Can you describe what you remember about that time? 

- My boys, I have two sons and they were little boys then. 

- So you had kids when you were, okay. Do you remember about what year that was? 

- When they were in school? I mean, when they were small kids? 

- Yeah. 

- It was in the sixties. It was real exciting to them. I think they were chosen to ride the school bus. I was living



here in Hillsborough then. And it was real exciting to them because they were chosen to ride the school bus
with the White kids. And I think they rode for a couple of days. And then when I get 'em ready to go to
school, instead of them getting on the school bus, they would walk to school. 

- Which was how far away? 

- Not very far. 

- Why did they walk instead of take the bus? 

- They thought it was more fun to walk. 

- Oh. 

- Because they would be with their friends, be walking with their friends. 

- Were those friends not able to ride the school bus? 

- They could have, they just chose to walk. 

- And so they want to be their friends. 

- Right. 

- But it wasn't because of conflicts on the bus? 

- No. 

- Oh, okay. I thought when you first said that, that they'd been excited at first, they rode it a couple times
and then didn't anymore. But it wasn't because there were problems on the bus. 

- No, no problems. 

- But they were excited that they had the opportunity. 

- I don't remember, in my area, I don't remember where they had problems on the bus. It was probably
names called, but there were no fights, anything like that. But when I was out of town, at the time I was in
Virginia on vacation and I think they had a big fight at the high school. 

- When your boys were young or? 

- They were still young. 



- Now tell me again, was this high school, now this became the Central integrated high school? 

- No, Orange High. 

- Orange High. 

- Right. 

- But your boys were still in Elementary? 

- In Elementary. 

- Which was? 

- Central. They were going to Central. 

- Okay. 

- Elementary. 

- And that was before Central burned down? 

- Yeah, it was before Central burned down, but they had built back. They had built a new Central school. 

- Oh. 

- Yeah. And then they built a new Central Elementary School too. 

- Okay. 

- Which is now used for kindergarten. 

- Oh. 

- First grade, second. Up to about fifth grade, I think. 

- So was the elementary school that your boys attended integrated? So Orange High School was, 

- Yes. 

- Was the elementary school as well? 



- Yes. 

- Okay. And so that was the bus that they drove in when it was first became integrated. 

- Right. 

- And then they chose to walk anyway because they wanted to be with everybody. Okay, so getting back to
your story, sorry. So you were in Virginia and there was, you said. 

- It was a fight. 

- This was in the early sixties? 

- Serious. I think it was real serious. 

- Do you remember what happened? 

- I don't really remember what happened and how it got started. 

- Do you remember how your White neighbors reacted when there was integration? Did you ever talk about
it with them? 

- No, I never did talk about it with them. But to me, they didn't seem angry. 

- So they didn't act like the sky was falling 

- No. 

- Or something? The way some did. 
(both laughing) So did you ever talk about those kinds of things with your White friends? 

- No, I never did. 

- I mean, like earlier, when you'd say to your mother, why are we standing? 

- Right. 

- And she wouldn't really give you an answer. Did you ever talk to your- 

- No, I never did. 



- It was just something that kind of, you went to your separate schools and if you, did you ever try to ride the
bus together? I mean, was there ever a time or say if you were going to go and I don't know if you ever went
to the movies when you were younger. 

- Yes. 

- Did you go to the movies? 

- Yes, I did. 

- And did you have to, I'm assuming- 

- They had a theater here in Hillsborough. They had the ground floor for the Whites. Blacks had to go
upstairs, but we was in the same building. 

- Right. Did you ever go with White friends and sort of say to each other, "okay, I'll see you at the end of the
movie." Did you ever go to the movies together? 

- At a couple of times, I did. 

- And you would just, again, sit- 

- Because my school buddy, she would go to the movie every Saturday afternoon. So I had to come in town
with my White neighbor's children. 

- Like drive into town? 

- Right. So when we get to the theater, they go in and I go upstairs. 

- And then you'd meet back out at the end of the movie? 

- Right. 

- And talk about the movie. 

- Right. 

- The way that you described this, it sounds like it was sort of taken for granted, that that's what you did. 

- Right. 

- And just from what you've said, it doesn't sound like it was something you talked about. 



- No, I didn't really talk about it. 

- Yeah. And then I guess- 

- I think it was worse, working at Duke. Earlier, I told you that we worked third shift. 

- That yeah, which was from 10:00 PM to 7? 

- 10:30 to seven in the morning. Well, when we came to work first shift in the daytime, most of the people in
the library in Perkins, they looked at us like we was a bunch of monsters. 

- Really? 

- They did. 

- And this was in the-


