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(stately organ music) (solemn organ music) (elegant organ music) (sedate organ music) (elegant organ
music) (somber organ music) (dramatic organ music)

- Welcome to Duke University Chapel. Particularly warm welcome to our visitors. We are blessed with so
many visitors from all around the world who worship with us in the summer, and we are glad to have you
this Sunday. Our preacher for the day is the Reverend Charles Michael Smith, an honored graduate of Duke
University and Duke Divinity School, a district superintendent within the North Carolina Conference, a
frequent participant in the chapel's annual production of The Messiah. He sang with the Duke Chapel Choir,
in fact, just this past Easter. And we are glad to have Charlie Mike as our preacher for the day. Let us prepare
ourselves to worship. 2 Surely the Lord is in this place 2  For this is none other than 2 2 Than the house of
God J 2 And this is the gate of heav'n J (stately organ music) 2 Praise to the living God J 2 All praised be his
name ) > Who was and is and is to be ! 2 And still the same 2 ) The one eternal God J 2 Ere aught that now
appears 2 > The first, the last, beyond all thought 2 ' His timeless years ' ' His spirit floweth free > ) High
surging where it will 2 2 In prophet's word he spoke of old J » He speaketh still > 2 Established is his law 2 >
And changeless it shall stand 2 ) Deep writ upon the human heart 2 2 On sea or land 2 (stately organ music)
2 He hath eternal life 2 > Implanted in the soul ) 2 His love shall be our strength and stay 2 ) While ages roll 2
J Praise to the living God 2 J All praised be his name > ) Who was and is and is to be >  And still the same

- We gather in this time of worship to remember who we are as the people of God, reconcile to God and to
one another through Christ. Therefore, let us humbly confess our sins that a right relationship with our
creator might be restored. Let us pray.

- Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your son Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of

your name, Amen.

- Hear the good news. Christ died for us while we were yet sinners. That is God's own proof of his love
toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

- In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
- Amen.
- Let us pray.

- Open our hearts and minds, O God, by the power of your Holy Spirit so that as the Word is read and



proclaimed, we might hear with joy what you say to us this day, Amen.

- The first lesson is taken from the second book of Samuel. Now when the king dwelt in his house and the
Lord had given him rest from all his enemies round about, the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, "I
dwellin a house of cedar, "but the ark of God dwells in a tent." And Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that
is in your heart, "for the Lord is with you." But that same night, the word of the Lord came to Nathan, "Go
and tell my servant David, "'Thus says the Lord. ""Would you build me a house to dwell in? "'l have not dwelt
in a house "'since the day | brought up the people of Israel from Egypt "'to this day, "'but | have been moving
about in a tent for my dwelling. "'In all the places where | have moved "'with all the people of Israel, "'did |
speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, "'whom | commanded to shepherd my people Israel, "'saying,
why have you not built me a house of cedar?' "Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David, "'Thus

says the Lord of hosts. "'l took you from the pasture, "'from following the sheep, "'that you should be prince

and have cut off all your enemies

over my people Israel, "'and | have been with you wherever you went
from before you, "'and | will make for you a great name, "'like the name of the great ones of the earth. "'And
| will appoint a place for my people Israel "'and will plant them "'that they may dwell in their own place
"'and be disturbed no more, "'and violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, "'from the time that |
appointed judges "'over my people Israel, "'and | will give you rest from all your enemies. ""Moreover the
Lord declares to you "'that the Lord will make you a house. "'When your days are fulfilled "'and you lie down
"'who shall come forth from your body, "'and |
will establish his kingdom. "'"He shall build a house for my name, "'and | will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever. "'l will be his father, and he shall be my son. ""When he commits iniquity, "'l will chasten
him with the rod of men, "'with the stripes of the sons of men, "'but | will not take my steadfast love from
him, "'as | took it from Saul, "'whom | put away from before you. "'And your house and your kingdom "'shall
be made sure forever before me. "'Your throne shall be established forever.'" In accordance with all these

with your fathers, "'l will raise up your offspring after you,

words and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. This ends the reading of the first lesson.
(solemn organ music) > Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 2 ) Does its successive journeys run 2 ! His
kingdom stretch from shore to shore 2 2 Till moons shall wax and wane no more 2 ) To him shall endless
prayer be made J > And praises throng to crown his head J 2 His name like sweet perfume shall rise 2 » With
every morning sacrifice > ) People and realms of every tongue 2 ) Dwell on his love with sweetest song >
And infant voices shall proclaim 2 > Their early blessings on his name 2 2 Blessings abound where'er he
reigns 2 2 The prisoners leap to lose their chains 2 » The weary find eternal rest 2 2 And all who suffer want
are blest 2 2 Let every creature rise and bring 2 2 The highest honors to our king ! 2 Angels descend with
songs again 2 ) And Earth repeat the loud amen ) (dignified music) ) Glory be to God our king . J Blessed
Fatherin us 2 2 Glory be to the Son J 2 And the Holy Spirit 2 » As it was in the beginning 2 2 Is now and ever
shall be »

- The second lesson is taken from Paul's second letter to the Corinthians. | must boast. There is nothing to
be gained by it, but | will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. | know a man in Christ who 14 years
ago was caught up into the third heaven. Whether in the body or out of the body, | do not know. God knows.
And I know that this man was caught up into paradise. Whether in the body or out of the body, | do not
know. God knows. And he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of this man,
I will boast, but on my own behalf, | will not boast, except of my weaknesses. Though if | wish to boast, |



shall not be a fool, for | shall be speaking the truth. But | refrain from it so that no one may think more of me
than he sees in me or hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance of
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being
too elated. Three times | besought the Lord about this that it should leave me. But he said to me, "My grace
is sufficient for you, "for my power is made perfect in weakness." | will all the more gladly boast of my
weaknesses that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ then, | am content with
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when | am weak, then | am strong. This
ends the reading of the second lesson. (somber organ music) » My shepherd will » 2 Supply my need >
Jehovah is his 2 ) Name )

2 Is hisname 2 2 In pastures fresh 2 2 He makes me feed J 2 Beside the living 2 » Stream 2

2 Living stream J ) He brings my wandering spirit back 2 » When | forsake his ways > » His ways 2 » He leads
me 2 J For his mercy's sake 2 J In paths of truth > 2 And grace 2

2 Truth and grace 2 2 When | walk through 2 2 The shades of death > 2 Thy presence is my 2 ) Stay 2

2 Is my stay > 2 One word of thy 2 » Supporting breath 2 J Drives all my fears > > Away

2 My fears away 2 ) Thy hand in sight 2 > Of all my foes 2 ) Doth still my table spread 2 ) Table spread ) > My
cup with blessings overflows 2 2 Thine oil anoints 2 ) My head 2

2 Anoints my head J 2 The sure provisions of my God . ) Attend me all my 2 ) Days 2

2 All my days 2 2 O may thy house 2 2 Be mine abode 2 > And all my work ' ' Be praise J

2 My work be praise 2 » There would | find 2 > A settled rest > 2 While others go and come 2 ) And come > [
No more a stranger 2 > Nor a guest ' > But like a child 2 > At home 2

Q Achild athome 2

- The gospel reading for today is from Saint Mark, the sixth chapter. Jesus went away from there and came
to his own country, and his disciples followed him. And on the sabbath, he began to teach in the synagogue,
and many who heard him were astonished, saying, "Where did this man get all this? "What is the wisdom
given to him? "What mighty works are wrought by his hands? "Is not this the carpenter, "the son of Mary
"and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, "and are not his sisters here with us?" And they
took offense at him. And Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor "except in his own country
"and among his own kin and in his own house." And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid
his hands upon a few sick people and healed them. And he marveled because of their unbelief. And he went
about among the villages teaching. Here end the morning lessons. Most of us disagree with Thomas Wolfe.
Not because we're at Duke and he went to Carolina, but because he said you can't go home again. Don't try
to sell that to most of the churches in the Goldsboro district, especially the smaller ones where
Homecoming Sunday is probably the biggest service of the year, even outstripping Christmas and Easter.
And don't tell my friend Laney Funderburk and the people over in the Alumni Relations Office here and
other colleges that you can't go home again because Homecoming in the fall is one of their main contacts
with their former students. And by all means, don't try to sell it to the 39 former hostages, their families, and
all of us who watched along with joy as they had those blessed reunions this past week. But not all
homecomings are filled with unmitigated joy. Sometimes they are disappointing beyond belief and portend
even greater sadness. So it was for Jesus when he came back to his hometown of Nazareth to preach his
first sermon in the hometown synagogue. Now the people there had heard about him. Who hadn't heard
about this young man? He'd been doing all kinds of wonderful things. They knew his family though, and



they knew all of his brothers and his sisters. They even slurred him by calling him the son of Mary when
everybody knew that you were supposed to be referred to as the son of your father. And they said, "Wait a
minute. "We know this person. "We know his family. "We know that he hasn't been to seminary or divinity
school "or the course of study. "We know he's not a professional rabbi, far from it. "He's a carpenter, he's a
builder. "He's an artisan just like us. "So where did he get all of this as astonishing as it is?" And rather than
believing, they took offense at him. They found him to be a cause of stumbling, a scandal. What could Jesus
do? He marveled at their unbelief. He did just a few works of healing, and then he left and went to other
villages to continue his teaching. A couple of dozen years ago, | was honored by my home church and asked
to come and preach my first sermon there. Talk about nervous. | didn't feel that | really was all that qualified
to preach anywhere because all | had done was respond positively to a call to be a preacher instead of a
lawyer. | had shared that information as | think | should have with my fiancee and with my family and with
my friends. Well, immediately, as Mark is fond of saying, my fraternity brothers here and friends back home
when they hard about it were amazed; they were astonished. And they threatened right away to show up in
full force and be on the back pew in whatever church it was where | was going to preach my first sermon.
And what they were going to do was as soon as | stood up in a place like this, they were gonna stand up in
their places and say, "Wait a minute, people. "Let me tell you about this person."” And all | tried to do was act
naturally, even to joining the family for the customary big Sunday morning breakfast. And there | got my
first lesson in preaching. Fried eggs and homiletics do not go together for me. But as it turned out, things
went okay. Nobody did anything strange, not even funny, and my heroes were more gracious than even they
should have been. But usually that's what you can expect when people love you anyway. We all want to do
well at our work, no matter what it is, no matter where we get to do it. But you can count on it, that if you
get a chance to give a sample of it before the home folks, you're especially gonna want to do well. "The
Unsinkable Molly Brown" produced a showstopping song, "If They Could See Me Now." Not only because it
was good music, but because it expressed well a universal longing for all of us to look good to the folks who
knew us when. And American opera singers traditionally go over to Europe to learn their craft and to hone it,
and some of them become great and become well-known there. But most of them really don't feel they've
made it unless they come home and get to sing at the Met in New York. There is a natural longing to be
successful in the eyes of the folks back home. But there is the other side of that coin.



