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James Willard Woodson: Historically some families have tried to use other families to serve them in terms of
working, whether it's on the farm, or some field work or whatever, those who had strengthened possessive
property, you see? And what is the industry about anyway? The industry is about some people who have
achieved a certain amount of assets producing employment for those who have not done it.

James Willard Woodson: And it gives them greater profit also, and it helps these people. And they can be the
same race, but they're going such as planting, and have job people come in and get them to work. Man has
since his creation has been trying to improve his condition, and in doing it, having others to serve themin
their industry, whatever they had to offer employment. And this has created problems and it has just
developed in various ways, you see what I'm talking about?

James Willard Woodson: If you go back far enough, you won't hate anybody. You just try to improve
yourself, and be worthy of yourself, and accomplish something for yourself. | remember a meeting we had
here at the University, the Tuskegee Institute then some years ago with one of our trustees, members of the
trustee board who was a Black person named Ag Gaston. You may have heard of him, from Birmingham. He
became a wealthy man and he had great investments and employment opportunities for people and so on,
and provided jobs and things.

James Willard Woodson: He became one of our wealthiest pictures of Black Americans anyway. And he
came here on the board of trustee at Tuskegee Institute, and he came here for a meeting and he was willing
to come and another thing, he married a young lady who graduated from here in 1938. Minnie Gardener, she
became Minnie Gardener Gaston, and they became a good team together.

James Willard Woodson: He came down here and | think he was invited. Anyway, a student asked him a
question in the discussion session we had and he asked him, Mr. Gaston said, "l understand that you are a
millionaire. Is that true?" He said, "Well, | guess you could say that is what he said." He wasn't bragging.
"And you have a lot of employees working for you?" He said, "Yes." So Mr. Gaston, what bother with meiis |
understand that you didn't go to college, and didn't graduate from college.

James Willard Woodson: And | think he said he only went to about the eighth grade. "Mr. Gaston, well can
you explain to us how you happen to become a millionaire, how you happened to achieve money and get
some plants and employment for people?" He said, "Well, I'll tell you." He says, "l adopted a philosophy
when | was quite a young lad, and | called it, | pay myself first." He said, "You know how that works?"

James Willard Woodson: He said, "l don't count how much money | make if | work for anybody, everybody
make $10. I'm going to take $2 off of that and save it." And I've done it all my life. And after a period of time, |
made more money, | saved more. And so a lot of young people said they thought they would try that. But I'm
saying this man is rather than hating somebody else, he looked at himself in self-improvement.



James Willard Woodson: And in doing that, you could always make progress in life. | was trying to think of
someone now who said that they believe in the gospel of continuing self-improvement. That | heard make a
presentation too. And in other words, if you keep improving yourself, then you'll be a better person
tomorrow than you were today. But anyway, it's been a long struggle to accomplish things. But there was a
time we didn't have churches, we met in the fields or in houses and so on. And this is just one of the many
churches we have in this community. And I'm sure there'll be more yet to come.

Paul Ortiz: Now, last night you told me a story about when you were going to Booker T Washington. Was it
grammar school?

James Willard Woodson: Oh, no. This story is told right here in Carter Woodson has a dream. | included itin
this story here, and my native home is Fremont, West Virginia. | was born in a little mining camp. | was from
a town called Laurel Lee in the next county, very close to Clarksburg. But | grew up in a town, that was a
mining center and there was employment stuff there.

James Willard Woodson: And we lived, my family, | have a brother and my mother live over there. She and
my father are separated, and we lived in this house on what we call the east side. And it was a slum area of
the city. And | tell that in here. But anyway, whenever | saw a person out on the street, a man, Black man,
and you didn't see many White person on this side of the city. They were on the other side across the river,
the Monongahela River, | forget the name of it.

James Willard Woodson: They had a river separated the city in two separate sides. But anyway, you see a
man walking across the street there on the street, then he might be cursing, he might get in a fight with
somebody. It was just a lot of bad things happening. And that's all we saw. And this was the poverty area,
the city too. And a lot of people were on welfare and different things like that. It had created me an attitude
that wasn't good for myself. And | went to school, | was so bothered with the life | was living. | wouldn't get
my lessons. | couldn't study. It was a problem. Before | just read this to you here briefly, do you mind that?
You can read yourself, but | want you to see what I'm saying here.

James Willard Woodson: I'm just going over here the way I'm dealing with this here now. A personal
experience of this writer, me, James Woods, supports the logic of Carter G. Woodson's dream and Carter G.
Woodson had a dream which he wanted to do research, and produce historical information that Black
people could learn about themselves and be proud of themselves. And this | have here book here, | don't
know if you ever read it or not, called The Miseducation of a Negro by Carter G. Woodson.

James Willard Woodson: And he tells how by the lack of information, the lack of explanation,
understanding, and the lack of exposure to the worth and value of the Black race had caused the young
people as they came along to cease to try to keep improving themselves and be somebody. This picture he
has has a blind [indistinct 00:08:43] over the head you see because they don't have the information.

Paul Ortiz: It symbolizes the miseducation of Black people.



James Willard Woodson: Yeah, of Black people. And then let me just, and that influenced me to write this. |
wrote that so many years ago. A personal experience of this writer supports the logic of Carter G. Woodson's
dream. | was processing with poor results through the second grade at the Paul Laurence Dunbar School in
the town of Fairmont, West Virginia. And Paul Laurence Dunbar was one of our best poets, and well
recognized American poet. | was having poor results for sitting to school in the second grade when annual
Black history observances were in the early developmental stages. And Carter Woodson had got this started.

James Willard Woodson: After repeating this grade, the second grade. And | had to go back and do the
second grade a second time, and barely make it through the third grade. | got moved barely through the
fourth. I no longer had to trudge two miles to Dunbar school on the west side because the town fathers
opened the Booker T. Washington school for its Black youngsters on the poverty-stricken east side, the
school system segregated West Virginia.

James Willard Woodson: Although located in a large vacated dwelling. And what they did on the East Side,
they found an abandoned church, | believe it was. It was a big dwelling. And they constructed, opened a
church, a school and then at the recommendation of some Black people, they named it the Paul Laurence
Dunbar School. All right. It was a welcome change for most of the students. And one of the reasons for this
was that our principal teacher, he was both, the late Miss Fannie Lee Hudson was kind and considerate at all
times.

James Willard Woodson: However, as a nine-year old experiencing difficulty with the learning process up
until that time, | was not overly impressed with this opportunity, with this wonderful teacher. My self-image
was low partly because of school failures, and partly because my environment was a Black segregated
community that portrayed my race in subordinate roles. While White persons held the positions of
importance in every walk of life except Black schools and churches, Black churches. My race seemed locked
out of significant participation in society.

James Willard Woodson: Meanwhile, there was this new personal problem and | decided to present it to the
kind Ms. Hudson. One day in October, | told my teacher that something was bothering me, and she asked
me to tell her about it. Raising my hand, I'm standing in front of her desk, she closed out school and
students get up going home, | went to her desk and told her this is bothering me. For raising my hand
standing in front of her, | said, "The name of this school is the Booker T Washington School. But don't they
mean George Washington School?" Now | thought that because in that period did not history there was a
famous song Asleep in the nation about George Washington. You sing First in war, first in peace, first in the
heart of his countrymen that is, you heard that song?

Paul Ortiz: I've heard about it. I've never heard the song.

James Willard Woodson: First in war, first in Peace, first in the heart of his countrymen. That is the story of
washington. That is the story of Washington. And his spirit is here, his spirit is here. He's standing,



commanding above. That is the story of Washington. That became a very popular song in this year through
across the nation. Now, and that's why | asked her, didn't they mean the George Washington? The George
Washington | heard of was a great joy, who was the father of the country and all this was coming out about
him, and there were articles and papers about him and all this. She then emphatically responded to me,
"Why no James, Booker T Washington School is the right name. Booker T. Washington was a great man and
he was a Negro."

James Willard Woodson: | look at Ms. Hudson as though stunned, and then while shaking my head, |
departed with the words, "A Negro was a great man." | would have to go shaking my head. | was ill prepared
to accept the reality of that revelation. However, Ms. Hudson did not give up on her mission to instruct me,
and she was a great teacher, dead now. And the next day she called me to her desk at the close of school,
handing me a copy of Booker T. Washington Up From Slavery.

James Willard Woodson: She said, "Now James, today is Friday and you don't come back until Monday. Go
home and read this book carefully, and be prepared to discuss it with me when you return." Keeping my
promise to read this assignment was undoubtedly a turning point in my life. | spent the entire weekend
thoroughly engrossed in the reading of Dr. Washington's progress from slavery to leader of his race and
world renowned.

James Willard Woodson: Now | didn't say here because | didn't want to take up the time, but my mother saw
me sitting there trying to read this book and she says, "Why you keep trying to read that book honey?" |
said, "Mama, | got to have it read when | go back to class Monday so the teacher will discuss with me." She
went and took the closet in the room and cleaned it out. They had a light in there. She put a light in there,
put me a chair and everything there. And she said, "Now come on over here and get here and read so you
can't be disturbing me or anybody else." | said, "Yes ma'am." | got in there and | could read better than | did.
Now and I finished it before it was time go back to school.

James Willard Woodson: When | reported Monday, Ms. Hudson accepted the returned book without asking
me any questions, because she could detect the change in my countenance, my face. | wasn't frowned up
again like | used to. | was convinced that the school had an appropriate name, and that there was a chance
for me to become a worthwhile member of society. My class performances improved continually until Ms.
Hudson crowned me as the spelling champion of the entire school, regardless of grades.

James Willard Woodson: A $2.50 gold coin for this achievement is still retained by my mother. Course that
was 1981, my mother's deceased now died in 1992, | think a week before her birthday, 92nd birthday. Dr.
Woodson realized that countless thousands of Black youth were deprived of proper self images of their
present and potential work. And that this condition would continue as long as there were racial biases in
textbooks of school system.

James Willard Woodson: Many of the publications respond more favorably to information about the Black
experience, but the ballot is far from being won. Let us all therefore conscientiously observe February as
Black History Month in appreciation of a great historians dream that he helped him make into a reality as



long as he had the opportunity. Now that still needs to be done, just the challenge takes more than Carter G.
Woodson. Booker Washington, there's a letter | have at home where he wrote Carter G. Woodson after the
turn of the century, and told him he had heard some information about things he had been reporting and
things.

James Willard Woodson: And he read a letter he wrote to somebody in public, and he told me he liked the
way he was projecting about the Black achievements and all. And he told him that he would want if he ever
had an opportunity to come this way, he wanted to invite him to come to Tuskegee and lecture in front of
the faculty and students. And he did. And he's talking about the same thing. Now, Booker T. Washington had
letters, had books that he participated and wrote about the Black experience.

James Willard Woodson: He's the author of a biography of Frederick Douglas. He is not considered one of
the main ones but is a good one. And one reason why he could do it is that he concedes that Frederick
Douglas became his role model. He was a young lad in slavery in Virginia, and then his parents moved to
West Virginia, and he heard him talking about this Black man who had been to Washington, and had
conferences, and had lunches with the president. And this inspired him that President Lincoln had invited
him to the White House. He'd been had sessions with him. And this man was Frederick Douglas. Then from
that day on, he began to try to learn everything he could about Frederick Douglas.

Paul Ortiz: Washington was inspired by Frederick Douglas?

James Willard Woodson: Booker T. Washington, he was his hero. His role model was Frederick Douglas. And
as | say, he had putting a book out on him and everything else. See his biography. This is Fred Douglass
biography here. And he tells somewhere, | think it's in here. | know it's somewhere about how he had
interviewed with Lincoln, and how he campaigned for Lincoln 359, 362. After he had grown up, he had
joined the abolition movement and things were going slower in terms of liberation. And he decided at the
time of the next election of the president by 1861, that we're going to have to get somebody in the White
House who will help us abolish slavery, president.

James Willard Woodson: So he went around and talked to all the candidates who had been nominated by
different parties and different groups to run for president. And he asked each one of them, what would they
do about slavery if they got elected President. Abraham Lincoln was the only one who told him that he
would do everything in his power, ability as the president have abolished. It's been on too long, now we
need to get rid of it. And so then he went out and organized a political block rule called the National
Abolition Association.

James Willard Woodson: And after he talked to Mr. Lincoln, he sent word around to all these supporters in
this organization that Lincoln is our man, please support him. And when the election ended and they
counted the votes, this block vote he had organized was equal or little more to than the votes Lincoln won
by. Lincoln was not favored to win, but it was an upset victory. One thing, | think it's all in here. He's not
where heis, Lincoln. As | have said, the southern threat lost many votes. But it gained more than would
cover the loss.



James Willard Woodson: It frightened the timid, but stimulated the brave. And the result was the
triumphant election of Abraham Lincoln. And then he's going to tell how he influenced Lincoln to write the
Emancipation Proclamation. He didn't tell them how to do it, but he kept coming to the White House to see
what Lincoln was going to do something about slavery. On one occasion he came to Lincoln and took his
pen out and wrote the Emancipation Proclamation while Douglas was looking at him.

James Willard Woodson: Well these are the things that have been not been taught to people in textbooks
and so on. And it's hurt America. Okay, now let give you one example of something. | don't want to say I'm a
disciple of Carter Woodson, my name is Woodson, and in my family, we had reunions for years. Got one
coming about this week or next week. | don't think I'll make it. But anyway, | have seen on my family tree
they put up, we had Carter G. Woodson is listed there too. As my grandfather, or great-grandfather's
brother. Now whether it's true, | don't know. | had planned to go to Washington when | was in school here
when | got out of school, and had tried to see him and have a meeting and ask him him to show me this tree.
And he resembles, we all resemble. But that isn't why | agree, it's the logic of what he is saying here.

James Willard Woodson: Okay, who was the person, the first person to perform a successful operation of the
human heart? His name was Dr. Daniel Hill Williams. He was a Black doctor. And he was in Chicago, | believe
it was Chicago. He was somewhere where he had an office in the city. And one night while he was there, the
men got in a fight and one of them got cut in the heart, he rushed to the hospital, and they brought Dr.
Daniel Hill Williams in, he was on duty at that hospital, and he performed surge on his man and saved his
life.

James Willard Woodson: And it had never been done before in the history of the world. Anybody ever knew
about him. Now what I'm saying is, you mean to tell me that a White person would say, ""Well | don't want
that operation because Dr. Daniel Hill Williams was the first person to do it? We need the best way he can
get from everybody. If | can give you better information about what you want, then this is the person to
come to or wherever itis.

James Willard Woodson: And some years ago there was a young lady in school at Auburn University, and |
was already at Auburn too, | was one of the first Blacks to go to school there after the [indistinct 00:25:53],
when they abolished segregation and then made all Auburn agreed to accept students, Black students. And
| went over there because | was trying to get a master's degree. | was working at Tuskegee in the alumni
office.

James Willard Woodson: And there was a White lady over there, a young White lady, who came to me and
told me that one of our professors told her to talk to me about a question problem she had. Anyway, she
was writing, doing a research project for her degree. | think it was a Master's, I'm not sure about that. And
the information she needed was so the professor called | was better informed than anybody he knew
around, he had me in his class, and he suggested she talked to me about it.

James Willard Woodson: | told her, that was back in 1972 or three or four or something like that. | think it'd



be nice if we meet at the library, [indistinct 00:27:00] library and we study over there, and we go over this
information. And so we did and we met over there for oh, | guess several weeks anyway at a certain time of
day. And | look at her material and | give her suggestions. But she went on and graduated and she earned
Doctor's degree on it and published stuff, books. But what I'm saying was, the professor sent her to me, it's
a White professor, because | had the information that she needed. | should be man enough to provide it.
Because as | say, when | help somebody else | help myself, and do it above board to be a gentleman.

James Willard Woodson: We needed her success and her talents too, and she's done well since them. Very
well. And I'm glad that it happened. And | went back and commended the professor. | said, "I'm surprised
you did that." We carried on very well. Okay, now let's take the Black experience. Carter G. Woodson, and Dr.
W. E. B. Dubois scholar, the first Black, Harvard PhD, and so on have done a lot of good work on that. | have
done some work, but we are looking at it from this side of the world, we're Black.

James Willard Woodson: You get your information you look at from your side, and man always get the truth.
That's an asset to everybody. We should help each other. We want the truth. Some people have argued that
Jesus Christ was a Black man. I've never seen that written anywhere. It may be. You know what | always
said? So what? He was a man. And that's benefit by his good work. See that's the important thing.

James Willard Woodson: Who is the best person for this job? And who will do the job best? Who would teach
me best? Who teach you best? And this is what he said, in the miseducation of Negro, that hurts us to be
miseducated. No education or the wrong education. Now, Booker T. Washington said something I've always
admired, but a lot of the people of his time who were leaders, came out against him, because they said he
was not a pure Black leader.

James Willard Woodson: That he also liked White people. They call him an Uncle Tom. And | have never
believed that for a minute. Think | know about Booker Washington, especially having gone to school here,
and been in class with two of his granddaughters in my class. And | learned a lot about him talking to
students who graduated under him when he was principal. He was an unusual man. And so | know some
things about it that make me know what kind of man he was.

James Willard Woodson: For example, he would meet his students every so often and tell them, | don't want
to learn or hear that some of you students have withdrawn from school because you're having a hard time
getting your lessons, or you can't get enough money to stay in school, or you can't get along with people.
Now when you're having problems, | want you to come to my office, and sit down and let's talk about it and
see if we can't find a solution. And many students would do that, and he would do all he could to save them.
There's some unproven stories that Mr. Washington, my mother told me when she was living in Birmingham
one time, when she and my father got married in Birmingham, and he was from Alabama, she was from
Arkansas.

James Willard Woodson: I'm from South Carolina, Aiken, South Carolina, that she lived in this neighborhood
And this man bought this girl home in his little surry. He had a little surry, he called it Dexter. And he bought
a home and took her into the house to the people, and stayed there a little while. And then they said it



neighborhood said this man sat down and talked with her parents, mother and father, some whoever. And
that he brought the girl home because she was pregnant, got pregnant in school, and she couldn't stay in
school like that, it was against school rules and policies anyway.

James Willard Woodson: He brought her home and talked to her parents and said word got out that he told
her mother that after she had his baby and gets up and get around with everything, if she wants to come
back to Tuskegee, please let me know. And said, "We'll be glad to consider her." Now | would suggest that
he was going to set up some rules for her, but let her come back and get an education. Now how many
principals do that? He was an unusual man.

James Willard Woodson: And there's a lady named [indistinct 00:32:53] Yancy who finished here in 1915, a
year before Booker Washington passed in November. But she finished in the spring. And she'd been going
for four years, four school years. And she told me once at her home down in Louisiana and she lived down
there. And Mr. Washington and a lot of others back there, we were in school too when the students called
him Paw. And whenever they'd see him coming on the campus, he'd walk around the campus quite a bit,
looking at his campus, this is a new place. And they call him Paw, and say, "Hey Paw, Paw, can we walk with
you?" He said "Mm-hmm, mm-hmm, mm-hmm."

James Willard Woodson: They'd get around and walk with him around the campus, and he'd see something
that had happened, now some structure or something, some [indistinct 00:33:48] here. He'd stop and tell
them about it, how they got it and everything, what they plan to do with it. He would give an orientation to
the school. But they asked for this trip. And after he walked around a little while and show them different
things, he'd stop them and said, "Come on, go with me." He'd take them in the cafeteria and tell the people
in the cafeteria to give them some snacks. And he would do it. And so the students just really loved him, and
hey called him Paw.

James Willard Woodson: Now | just looked at a letter yesterday he wrote to one of his sons, and he signed it
Papa. Papa, Paw and Papa, you see to him. He was a person who was loved and he has a quotation where it
can be identified. And he said, "l will let no man drag me down so low it will cause me to hate him. Now
most scholars will concede that his arch enemy in the civil rights program, and in the struggle for liberation
of Black people, was Dr. William E. Burghardt Dubois. He used initials right name W. E. B. Dubois, the first
Harvard PhD and was a great scholar, produced a lot of works on the Black experience, some very good
ones.

James Willard Woodson: He was perhaps the front ranking opponent of Booker Washington's ideas. And he
presented opposition publicly and different things like that and wrote things too. But historically, there was
a time in the history of migration in America when he lost his job where he was working for some reason or
other. And he was out of employment, and he contacted Booker T. Washington to see if he had any work for,
and Booker T. Washington had brought him here and put him on the factory, in spite of what he had said
again. Which says what kind of man Booker T. Washington was. That proves there he meant what he said, |
let no man man drag me down so low as to cause me to hate him. And he was a church man, bible reader.
And he perhaps was influenced by the apostle Paul who said that "Love never fails." That's the one



instrument for success in life.

Paul Ortiz: Mr. Woodson, you were talking earlier about your childhood in West Virginia.
James Willard Woodson: Well it's in that article, yeah.

Paul Ortiz: It's in the article. Did your father work as a coal miner?

James Willard Woodson: My father was a coal miner. But now | don't say much about my father because |
didn't know him. I have some memory of him. But none in the house with my father. You see, my mother is,
she was pretty young. She was only 18 years old when | was born. And she was 16 when my brother was
born. My brother was born in January 1917. My mother was born in 1900, that November of 1900, in 1916
she was 16 years old. Which let you know that to me know that when she conceived my brother, she was 15.
My father was about I'm not sure, he was in his early twenties, when | came to the world. And it's a young 15-
year-old girl. And my mother was such a natural woman and she was back in West Virginia in our hometown
she was cited for her dress wear and stuff.

James Willard Woodson: She and a White lady who owned a taxicab company were voted the two best dress
women in the city. And she was a very lovely person. But what I'm saying is that she told me, and | asked my
mother one time, | said, "Mama, | said, where is my father?" People come to school, their father bring them
to school. And | asked my brother if he could remember, my brother was two years and seven months my
senior. And she told us, had a meeting with us and explained what happened. That my father was a young
coal mining leader of the men in there struggling to unionize, and they would use him to go and make
speeches and different things like that. He was a very intelligent man and make good speeches and so on.
And she said he stayed away from home so much that it created a problem.

James Willard Woodson: And she told him that if he didn't stop staying away from home and come home
with his family, she's going to have to leave him and say he just patted under the chins on her. "You're not
going nowhere. She's so young she can't." But then he came home one night and she was gone. Took me
and my brother and left. | was five months old when he was still three years old. And | remember him, |
forget how old | was now, but he came to back there to hometown where we were living as a family on a
couple of times. And | saw him the first time | saw him, my brother and | walking together, he said, "Jim, you
see that man walking there coming talk coming toward us?" | said, "Yeah." He said, "His name is Sam, he's
our father." But | was just damaged. When he walked up to us, he stopped and he took my brother.

James Willard Woodson: He said, "Where you boys going?" And he said, "We're going up the street to play."
he pulled the comb out of his pocket and pulled me up to him. Now | guess | might have been five or six
years over there. And he stroked my hair. Combed my hair. Then he put the comb back in his pocket. And my
brother's hair is straight as any Caucasian person. But he just stroked my hair and he put the comb back in
his pocket. Then he reached in the pocket and he pulled out a dollar he gave him, "Give Jim half of this." He
walked up the street. That's the last time | ever saw him in my life.



James Willard Woodson: | don't tell that story because it was too sad. But | just didn't know my father. Now
and | have had people that come to me after | grew up and | started working at places and different things,
and tell me they knew that | was just like my father in many ways. And that, so yeah, and they talk about
some of his traits and things. He was a good public speaker. One man asked me, because | speak like my
father. But no, | just didn't know him.

Paul Ortiz: People would come up to you though in later years and say, "We knew your father."

James Willard Woodson: Yeah, that's right.

Paul Ortiz: And they would say that he was a great public speaker?

James Willard Woodson: Yeah, he was used by the labor unions.

Paul Ortiz: By the United Miners?

James Willard Woodson: Yeah.

Paul Ortiz: Oh, and so he was an organizer?

James Willard Woodson: | can't say what he did, | don't want to say he was organizer. | don't know what that
was. But there is a need when you have organizations that have somebody who can come in and calm them
down, keep peace, all this stuff. | don't know what he was doing.

Paul Ortiz: Do you remember your grandparents on the other side?

James Willard Woodson: On my father's side, | never didn't know, their name was Spencer. And my mother's
parents, on the Woodson side, | heard of them, but | didn't know any of them. | knew my grandmother on
my mother's side. In fact, my brother lived in her house a few years and my mother.

Paul Ortiz: | see. You mentioned at the beginning of the interview that the town you grew up in West Virginia,
it was a mining camp, and it was a tough situation, tough environment. Can you talk a little more about
living conditions?

James Willard Woodson: Well, it was basically a mining camp. They had some other work there too, but
basically it was a mining camp business. Well the miners worked not in Fairmont. Fairmont was the city, but
it was just on the outskirts. And they had a little name for different places out there. One called this, one
called that, and so on. And so the people worked on the mining camp, and after they got off work they'd
come in and live in the city, quite a few, some stayed up there with a camp too. And when | was in high

school, they had a population of 23,000 people there. And there were several schools there.

James Willard Woodson: Only one Black high school there, was only one Black elementary school. And it



was a condition of, | came along during the depression years too. It was a condition of Hoover and
Roosevelt, and then Roosevelt improved things. And | can't remember Hoover was, and he had a tough time
with the economy, depression. The people there just had a hard time getting work. Some would go out and
find job working on construction jobs and different things. And some had regular jobs in their coal mining
camp. That's the men, it was rough. And every so often some family would pack up and leave.

Paul Ortiz: Where did the people come from? There were a lot of migrants?

James Willard Woodson: There was a lot of migration from the south, what we call the south, the lower
south up into West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, like that because there were jobs, they were opening up
industry, different things. They'd come and try to get those jobs. And so quite a bit. It was not unusual when
school opened up there to meet two or three people who come left from Alabama, George, Virginia.

Paul Ortiz: What was your earliest childhood memories?

James Willard Woodson: Well, my earliest childhood memories, | can remember when sometime word come
that somebody in the family had passed or someone, a young lady in the family has had a baby and things
like that. Some of my cousins and so on. As | said, | barely remember when Calvin Coolidge was president a
little bit, but | remember very close about Hoover. And then Franklin Roosevelt came in and he became a
hero. He was providing jobs and opportunities, things like that. And then, as | said, that experience | put,
when | started the school, it was difficult to get my lesson. But when | found out about the.



