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Kate Ellis: Okay, so the way we're going to list it is the job or the title and the employer, and the New Orleans
and the dates. So it's pretty sort of—

John Harold Boucree: Oh, oh. Wait, wait, wait, wait. But the supervisor. It was supervisor of various
programs. For example, one was a program called Adolescent Service Center. Another was intervention
rooms. Another was alternative to suspensions. Another was staff development. Another was supervised
guidance and counseling, and those kind of—

Kate Ellis: How about supervisor of various public school programs.

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Are you comfortable with that?

John Harold Boucree: Yes. Yes.

Kate Ellis: Okay. It's just got to be kind—

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Public school programs. And I'm going to put in parentheses, such as, and just tell me a couple.
One or two.

John Harold Boucree: Put guidance and counseling.

Kate Ellis: Such as guidance and counseling.

John Harold Boucree: Staff development.

Kate Ellis: Okay.

John Harold Boucree: And just another, Adolescent Service Centers, and then put et cetera.

Kate Ellis: Service Center?

John Harold Boucree: Service Centers.

Kate Ellis: Centers. Okay. And then that was New Orleans Public schools.



John Harold Boucree: Right.

Kate Ellis: Schools. And then the dates, not the dates of each supervising job, but the dates that you were in
the—Was that when you were at the head office?

John Harold Boucree: Yeah. But that ended, here, we have to go back now. | retired in 1987. And | was there
for about nine years.

Kate Ellis: Okay. So I'll say '78 to '87.
John Harold Boucree: Yeah. Yeah.
Kate Ellis: Okay. And then the next thing,

John Harold Boucree: Was principal. And that was Booker T Washington Senior High School. Yeah. See, |
was principal at a senior high school, a junior high school, and elementary school.

Kate Ellis: Yeah.

John Harold Boucree: Yeah. So you—

Kate Ellis: Were you a principal, were they all in a row?

John Harold Boucree: What do you mean? What do you mean?

Kate Ellis: What | mean is once you were principal, say, at a junior high school, then were you anything in
between the years that you were principal at a different school?

John Harold Boucree: No, no, no.

Kate Ellis: Okay, so I'm going to say principal and then I'll the three different schools, and then we'll just do
the dates.

John Harold Boucree: Okay.

Kate Ellis: | mean the overall date.

John Harold Boucree: Overall. Okay, okay.
Kate Ellis: The principal of?

John Harold Boucree: Washington Senior High.



Kate Ellis: Senior High?

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: The next one?

John Harold Boucree: Woodson Junior High School. Junior High.
Kate Ellis: Uh-huh.

John Harold Boucree: And then Rosenwald Elementary.

Kate Ellis: How do you spell that? Rosen—

John Harold Boucree: R-O-S-E-N-W-A-L-D.

Kate Ellis: Elementary?

John Harold Boucree: Elementary.

Kate Ellis: Okay. [indistinct 00:03:28].

John Harold Boucree: Now, that goes from, let's see. 1962, | think.
Kate Ellis: Okay.

John Harold Boucree: Up to, what was that last date?

Kate Ellis: '78.

John Harold Boucree: Yeah. Mm-hmm.

Kate Ellis: '78. Okay. And then?

John Harold Boucree: Teacher.

Kate Ellis: And do you want to list the schools?

John Harold Boucree: Okay. Xavier Prep. Woodson Junior High School.

Kate Ellis: Mm-hmm.



John Harold Boucree: And Washington Senior High.

Kate Ellis: Do you need more water?

John Harold Boucree: No, no. It's all right, yeah. I've got a sinus drip that—

Kate Ellis: Oh, gets you.

John Harold Boucree: —gets down right. Yeah.

Kate Ellis: That was from, what were the—

John Harold Boucree: Now, Xavier Prep is not New Orleans public school, it's a private school.
Kate Ellis: Okay. Okay, butit's all in New Orleans?

John Harold Boucree: Yeah, it's all in New Orleans. And that was from 1946—

Kate Ellis: To '62?

John Harold Boucree: Right. Mm-hmm.

Kate Ellis: All right.

John Harold Boucree: Now you got my—

Kate Ellis: Good. That was, oops. Okay.

John Harold Boucree: To try to separate which was, each one has its own little niche in it. Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Yeah. Have you received any awards or honors or held any offices? Or no? | know. What a
question. So I'll let you sort of think about what stands out.

John Harold Boucree: Have | held any offices? That's a broad question. Honors and awards. No, | haven't
received many awards. | received the St. Louis Medallion. That's for the church, work in church.

Kate Ellis: Okay. So St.—
John Harold Boucree: Louis Medallion. And that's for work in church.

Kate Ellis: For work in—



John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Okay.

John Harold Boucree: But you need to know when that was? Or no?
Kate Ellis: Actually, that'd be great if you have the year as well.
John Harold Boucree: Oh.

Kate Ellis: Even an approximate year would be fine.

John Harold Boucree: Five, 10. It's been about 15 years ago.

Kate Ellis: Okay, so around 19807

John Harold Boucree: Yeah, something like that. Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Okay.

John Harold Boucree: That's the only—

Kate Ellis: Okay. The only award.

John Harold Boucree: Award, as such, that | can think of.

Kate Ellis: Now, what about, have you held offices? Yeah. Well, what stands out?
John Harold Boucree: Huh?

Kate Ellis: What stands, like which ones—

John Harold Boucree: Oh God. | was president of the High School Principals Association. | don't know when
that was. That was back in—

Kate Ellis: The seventies?
John Harold Boucree: The seventies.

Kate Ellis: Okay. Even just a decade like that, | think is fine to say. When you don't know, [indistinct 00:08:02]
know.



John Harold Boucree: Yeah. President of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Council. That was in the eighties. Late
eighties and early nineties. It must been about four or five years | was president of that. | am president now
of the New Orleans Black Chorale. That's a music group. A-L-E.

Kate Ellis: Thank you.

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Did you see that?

John Harold Boucree: Huh?

Kate Ellis: That | left out the E?

John Harold Boucree: E. Well, that happened a lot of times.

Kate Ellis: It's funny, | used to pride myself on my spelling. But—

John Harold Boucree: But believe it or not, that—

Kate Ellis: —every once in while—

John Harold Boucree: —word, a lot of people leave the E off of it.

Kate Ellis: Yeah. It's sort of | catch myself.

John Harold Boucree: The other way, it's choral.

Kate Ellis: Yeah.

John Harold Boucree: Yeah. Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Okay.

John Harold Boucree: And that's, Ooh, what? No. I'm president now, about the last five years, something
like that. Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Yeah. So I'm going to say about 1989 to present?

John Harold Boucree: Yeah, uh-huh. | am secretary for the Original Illinois [indistinct 00:09:46] Club. And
that's been for about, it's present for last 15 years or so.



Kate Ellis: Okay. So about '80, '79?
John Harold Boucree: '79 to present.
Kate Ellis: Okay.

John Harold Boucree: | was vice president of Associated Catholic Charities. Ooh, now when was that? The
plaque's on the wall in the room. The early seventies, something like that. It was a two-year term.

Kate Ellis: I'll say early 1970s.

John Harold Boucree: | was chairman of the Commission of Supervisors. And this is [indistinct 00:11:06] of
the National Alliance of Black School Educators.

Kate Ellis: Supervisors—

John Harold Boucree: Of the National Alliance of Black School Educators. That was in the seventies.
Kate Ellis: | think I'm out of room here.

John Harold Boucree: You're out of room? Okay. That's enough.

Kate Ellis: Is it enough? Okay.

John Harold Boucree: That's up to you.

Kate Ellis: Unless there's another one that—And then my guessis it's enough, unless there's something that
stands out that you think should be included.

John Harold Boucree: No. No.

Kate Ellis: You're Catholic?

John Harold Boucree: Yes.

Kate Ellis: Your current actually church affiliation?
John Harold Boucree: Our Lady of Lourdes.

Kate Ellis: And she's not going to believe I'm still here.



John Harold Boucree: Oh, well, she knew you'd be here a long time.

Kate Ellis: She did?

Speaker 3: Sorry.

Kate Ellis: You knew | was going to be here a long time. | said, "She's not going to believe I'm still here."
Speaker 3: Okay. It's raining out there now.

Kate Ellis: Yeah. | [indistinct 00:12:43] cloud. What are your past church memberships? Well, what other
church have you belonged to?

John Harold Boucree: St. Monica. We haven't been very mobile in terms of moving around, so we've been
just kind of put in there, yeah.

Kate Ellis: Oh, to stay. | see.
John Harold Boucree: Yeah. Mm-hmm.

Kate Ellis: Okay. You need to list any organizations to which you have belonged or belong. And civic,
community, educational, political, [indistinct 00:13:21]. So, again, what are the ones that most stand out?

John Harold Boucree: | have only one social organization, that's The Original Illinois Club.
Kate Ellis: Okay. Is it called The Original or—

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Okay. The Original. And that's been from about 1979? Roughly?

John Harold Boucree: Yeah, it's about 17 years I've been in that.

Kate Ellis: Okay. So I'll say 1977. Uh-huh.

John Harold Boucree: | have membership in the NAACP. Don't ask me how long, we just send a check in for
years back. Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Oh, so, okay. From the sixties, would you say?

John Harold Boucree: | would say, yeah, yeah.



Kate Ellis: So I'm going to say 1960s to present.

John Harold Boucree: To present, yeah. The Urban League.

Kate Ellis: Did you go to the big gala?

John Harold Boucree: The gala? Yeah, we were there for that.

Kate Ellis: You managed to get tickets to that? My little team.

John Harold Boucree: Ah, yeah.

Kate Ellis: [indistinct 00:14:36]. The Urban League, has that been a long time as well?
John Harold Boucree: About the last 10 years.

Kate Ellis: Okay.

John Harold Boucree: NASSP, that's the National Association of Secondary School Principals. That was
while | was a principal, | was a member of that.

Kate Ellis: So 1970s?

John Harold Boucree: It was in the seventies, yes. Yeah. ASCD. That's the Association of Supervision and
Curriculum Development.

Kate Ellis: Of Supervision and Curriculum—
John Harold Boucree: And Curriculum Development. Ooh. That was in the seventies until in the eighties.
Kate Ellis: Okay. 1970s and—

John Harold Boucree: The eighties. Yeah. And then the local organization is the Louisiana Association of
Supervision and Curriculum Development. That's national, this is the local.

Kate Ellis: Same years?
John Harold Boucree: Yes.
Kate Ellis: Mm-hmm.

John Harold Boucree: The two educational fraternities, | don't hold—Well, | don't pay dues in them, but I'm



still Phi Delta Kappa and Kappa Delta Pi. Those are educational fraternities.

Kate Ellis: Okay.

John Harold Boucree: And that was about '72, | guess till about '80 when | stopped paying—
Kate Ellis: For both of those?

John Harold Boucree: Yeah. Let's see, what else? Oh, | gave you National Alliance of Black School Educators,
did I do that one?

Kate Ellis: Mm-hmm. Uh-uh.

John Harold Boucree: No.

Kate Ellis: That was, | guess you gave it to me—

John Harold Boucree: Because | was an officer in that.

Kate Ellis: Right.

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: So I think it's fine. If they're listed here, but | don't think | need to list any—
John Harold Boucree: Oh, okay. Okay. It's one of them. | think we listed twice.

Kate Ellis: You do?

John Harold Boucree: Yeah. Original Illinois Club we listed twice.

Kate Ellis: Yeah, that's true. Well, [indistinct 00:18:57] consistent. One second.

John Harold Boucree: I've cut back on so many things, | can't think of some of these things that—
Kate Ellis: Well, that's—

John Harold Boucree: | listed the Chorale.

Kate Ellis: Oh, okay.

John Harold Boucree: New Orleans Black Chorale. And, oh, | know another one. B Shop Music Club.



Kate Ellis: Oh, are you?

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Okay. That sounds like a new group.

John Harold Boucree: Yeah. Now, they tell me I've been in there about 27 years.
Kate Ellis: Really? So [indistinct 00:19:44]. 12 '67 or something?

John Harold Boucree: Something like that, yeah. Because they gave me something for 25 year membership
so—

Kate Ellis: Did they?

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.
Kate Ellis: Wow.

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.
Kate Ellis: That's great.

John Harold Boucree: Oh, another Catholic org—Knights of Peter Claver. And I've been in that, Ooh, some
40, 45 years.

Kate Ellis: So about from 19507

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Okay.

John Harold Boucree: And, of course, I've been in church choir.

Kate Ellis: Yeah, but what would you call, just member of church choir?
John Harold Boucree: Yeah, yeah. Put it this way. Put church choirs.
Kate Ellis: Okay. Member of church choirs. From—

John Harold Boucree: And you go back to 1942.



Kate Ellis: Okay, great.

John Harold Boucree: See, to present.

Kate Ellis: All right.

John Harold Boucree: Because that's way back when | started with those. Yeah.
Kate Ellis: So I'm going to say a member of various church choirs. You don't think it's an organization.
John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Okay. I've run out of room again.

John Harold Boucree: Okay.

Kate Ellis: So unless there are others that—

John Harold Boucree: I'm racking my brains.

Kate Ellis: Okay. Okay.

John Harold Boucree: | can go back there and pull my feet out, but that's all right.

Kate Ellis: Okay, [indistinct 00:21:15]. | asked her to do this stuff on a [indistinct 00:21:18]. The labels have to
be on the tape or else they will get lost.

Kate Ellis: Okay. Any other activities or affiliations, like military service, which we should write, I'll write
down, labor unionizing, hobbies and interests, publications, et cetera. So first, as far as the military service,
how should | write? What should | put down?

John Harold Boucree: | was a veteran of World War Il. Oh, was that—

Kate Ellis: Well, I'm just thinking, should I say tour of duty? Or what do you call 1944 or 46 or something? Or
what was your title when you were there?

John Harold Boucree: I'd say | was discharged with the rank of sergeant. Yeah, sergeant.
Kate Ellis: Okay. Well, I'm going to put, so sergeant.

John Harold Boucree: Sergeant, United States Army.



Kate Ellis: Great. 1944 to 19467

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Any other hobbies or interests? Or—

John Harold Boucree: Hobbies. Hobbies. Hobbies. Hobbies. Of course, mine is music. You know | have—
Kate Ellis: Right. And we have that.

John Harold Boucree: You have that in the other.

Kate Ellis: Yeah.

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Well, I'm going to put piano and organ player.

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Okay? I'm going to say piano, organ player, and singer.

John Harold Boucree: Yeah.

Kate Ellis: Is that—All right. Okay.

John Harold Boucree: What's that title of that again? The—

Kate Ellis: Which?

John Harold Boucree: No, that we working on now. How's it—

Kate Ellis: Oh, oh.

John Harold Boucree: Oh, yeah.

Kate Ellis: List any activities or affiliations. In parentheses, military service, labor unionizing, hobbies and
interests, publications, and/or, and | didn't say this part yet, include any comment the interviewee would

like to make, like a favorite saying, phrase, or quote. You don't have to, but if there's something that you
want to say.



John Harold Boucree: There was a motto that | had when | went to the senior high school that | used with
the kids and the staff. And that was, don't tell me, show me. | haven't used that anyplace else with anybody
else other than that.

John Harold Boucree: And that came back to me about a year or so ago. One of our neighbors down the
street died. And had gone to bring some tables and chairs down, was helping in the yard [indistinct
00:24:08]. And a lady walked up behind me and she says, "Don't tell me, show me." And without turning, |
said, "It has to be a Booker Washington graduate." She says, "Yes." And she pulled her son around. She says,
"This is the man that got you in trouble." Said, "Mr, you don't know how my mama throws that out to me all
the time."

Kate Ellis: That's great. That's funny.

John Harold Boucree: She said, "That one stuck with me." She says, "And | tell him all the time, 'Don't get
me all that lip." So [indistinct 00:24:43], | said, "That's the first time anybody came back with that." But she
remembered it, said, "You liked it in there." | can't think of any other. | got a past time where | spent a lot of
time doing Crossword puzzles. Crossword puzzles. | like doing Crossword puzzles.

Kate Ellis: You're a words person.

John Harold Boucree: Yeah. | spend time on my computer doing, well, most of it. Mine is not playing games,
| don't play computer games and all that, but it's business. Family, keeping track of the organizations and

whatnot, putting stuff in the computer and records and things like that. | can't think of anything else.

Kate Ellis: Well, that's a lot. That's great. That's it. Now—



