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Catherine Morris Wilson: — anything stable in their lives? 

Ruth Morris: No. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: You started out with integration, then you went through and you tore up our
neighborhoods. Then you had the walls. What else? 

Ruth Morris: Well, it wasn't only hard for the students. It was hard for the teachers. It wasn't easy. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: And what did they do for the school? They took the best Black teachers when they
integrated and put them at the white schools. 

Ruth Morris: Because it's like when I left Ada Jenkins and I came to First Ward, I was at First Ward three
years, and it had been stated if a teacher was moved in the last three years, that teacher was not to be
moved right then. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Mm—hmm. 

Ruth Morris: During the summer, I got this letter that I was to going to Windsor Park and I was not supposed
to have been moved according to what they had said. And then when I went to Windsor Park, I was there 11
or 12 years, and then they start saying something about moving and stuff again. I said to myself, "Well,
that's all right. They can just say whatever they want to say. I'll go home." 

Ruth Morris: Of course, I had more than enough years. Then there was an incident there where I said, "Well,
that's all right. If I take this," I said, "I'm going fight it." This was within the system, in the school itself. I
didn't have to come. I did fight some of it. I said, "Well, it's all right. I'm not going to take so much of it
because I will go home." 

Ruth Morris: Of course, when I came home, everything was all right then. I just decided to come on. I said,
"Well, what's the use of me staying here?" I said, "I'm going home. They won't have to carry me out and I'm
going to go home and have a good time." And I have been ever since then. I retired in 1980. But there was a
big difference I saw in what was done from years ago up through now. 

Kara Miles: You all said something interesting in this conversation. You were talking about White teenage
pregnant girls. There was a home near— 

Catherine Morris Wilson: In the Black— Yes, in the Black First Ward community, there were no White families
in that area. They were all Black. And it was this big house on McDowell between Ninth and Eighth Street. 



Ruth Morris: That would be the 500 block of North— that'd be around the 500 block of North McDowell
Street. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: North McDowell Street, where they had the Florence Crittenton home where White
girls only went when they got pregnant. And how we knew— What we used to do is — Now, I didn't live down
on that end, but if you were visiting some of your classmates then, everybody would get out— Because back
then, parents didn't do a lot of talking to children about things like that. 

Ruth Morris: No. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: And how we found out what was going on, we didn't know what a Florence
Crittenton home was. But we knew we saw pregnant girls because every evening they'd get out and walk,
and here they were all pregnant. And then it dawned on us, this is what this is. They're putting them over
here where they would shield them. 

Ruth Morris: You wouldn't know them. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Nobody would know them. 

Ruth Morris: And [indistinct 00:03:25] out of town girls. And then later when they moved the Florence
Crittendton home, Dr. J E Alexander turned it into a hotel. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Alexander Hotel. 

Kara Miles: So how long did that stay in business? 

Catherine Morris Wilson: It wasn't too many years. 

Ruth Morris: Wasn't too many years. And you see, when the stars, the singers would come to town, jazz
singers and whatnot, came to town, that's where they stayed down at the Alexander Hotel. 

Kara Miles: So these girls would go for a walk every— Did you all ever have any contact with them? They
didn't speak? 

Catherine Morris Wilson: No, no, no, no, no. 

Kara Miles: What happened to teenage Black girls who were pregnant? 

Catherine Morris Wilson: They stayed at home. 

Ruth Morris: They had their babies and stayed at home. 



Catherine Morris Wilson: And ostracized a lot of them. 

Ruth Morris: Yeah, either went out of town to a relative, but there were no Crittenton homes for Blacks. 

Kara Miles: And how were the Black girls seen in the community after— 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Having a baby? Well— 

Ruth Morris: They were ostracized. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: More or less. That's a bad girl. 

Kara Miles: And so— 

Catherine Morris Wilson: And then a lot of them, even right now, is coming out. When I say right now, I don't
mean today. Just within recent years that had babies that went away and had them. It's now being known.
And they went for brother and sister. It's coming out now, that that was my child. 

Ruth Morris: And of course you know today, they go to the home— What's the name of the school or
whatever they go? Teenage pregnant— CAPS. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: CAPS. CAPS program. 

Ruth Morris: And of course the girls now just proud, over there just— 

Catherine Morris Wilson: That's Black and White. 

Ruth Morris: Yes. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: It's no stigma on it. 

Ruth Morris: No. 

Kara Miles: So these girls back then though, did they have to drop out of school? 

Ruth Morris: Oh yes. Oh yes. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Yeah. 

Kara Miles: Did they ever go back to school? 



Ruth Morris: Some of them probably did go to school later, many years later. But you didn't get back into the
public school. You didn't go back to the public school. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: [indistinct 00:05:57] getting back into the public school if you had a baby. Not if
they knew it. 

Kara Miles: How about college, when you were in college? 

Ruth Morris: Well see, by the time we got to college, that was different. The years had changed. 

Kara Miles: If unmarried women in college had a baby, were they— 

Catherine Morris Wilson: They got sent home. If you got pregnant— 

Ruth Morris: Oh, you got pregnant in college, you got sent home if you were in college 

Catherine Morris Wilson: And even, I know at Livingston, a girl was not there that got pregnant. But this was
this young man's senior year just before graduation. And she wrote President Trent that she was pregnant
and had to drop out of school wherever she was. He called him in and asked him, did he know her? Now this
is according to the information that circulated on the campus. And he said yes. He said, well you ruined that
girl's life and you will not graduate from here. I want you off of this campus by such and such hour. And he
had to leave and he did not get to graduate. 

Ruth Morris: That's fair enough. What's good for the goose is good for the gander. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Yeah. 

Kara Miles: So how about unwed mothers who maybe were older, who weren't teenagers, who weren't in
college, just like in the community. Was that all right? 

Ruth Morris: No, it was never, never, never. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Never all right. But you see when you got grown and that, there was nothing really
they could do about it but talk about it. 

Kara Miles: And when were people considered grown? 

Catherine Morris Wilson: When they got out of high school back then. 

Kara Miles: Just a couple more questions. This is as adults in Charlotte, what did you all do for fun? 

Catherine Morris Wilson: As adults in Charlotte? Like we were saying, the clubs, social clubs that we had and



going to dances and house parties more or less. That was what it was. To the movie. And you didn't have— 

Ruth Morris: [indistinct 00:08:14] 

Catherine Morris Wilson: You didn't have that many places that you could go out of town for recreation like
you do now. So that was a [indistinct 00:08:26] or something like that. As adults, that's what you did. 

Kara Miles: Did you all ever go out of town during this period? 

Catherine Morris Wilson: What period are you talking about? 

Kara Miles: Before integration, like before like 1960. Did you ever go to the north? 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Yeah, we did because my sister lived in Washington DC. We would go there and
stop on the highway to eat. 

Ruth Morris: Carrying your lunches. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Carrying your lunches. And then my husband had sisters, had a sister in New
Jersey, and we would go back. 

Ruth Morris: And then my brother in the Indianapolis. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Like that. 

Ruth Morris: And you see, even back during the segregated times, the teachers, most of them to further their
education went to Columbia University, went to New York. I guess that was prevalent everywhere, going to
Columbia University. And see, they would take that time as a vacation, make that a vacation, and going to
summer school. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Now wasn't it said one time, Ruth, if you were teaching— That was way back, might
have been before your time, but if you got married you lost your job. 

Ruth Morris: Yes. It was something about that. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: It was something about— 

Ruth Morris: The teachers years and years before they did not get married. They stayed single. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Because if they got married, they lost their jobs. 

Ruth Morris: now that was all hearsay. I don't know how that was. 



Kara Miles: Do you know why all the women went to Columbia in particular? 

Catherine Morris Wilson: That might been one of the schools that would accept them— 

Ruth Morris: Was easy acceptance. 

Kara Miles: What was— 

Ruth Morris: And then say going to New York, you see, and that was vacation. New York. That was the word.
New York. New York. 

Kara Miles: What was— You said you went to Jersey and to Indianapolis. What were those cities like in
comparison to Charlotte? 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Indianapolis, even right now is more like Charlotte to me. If I had to relocate, I'm
looking for— 

Ruth Morris: Some comparable to this. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: — To this, it would be Indianapolis or Montclair, New Jersey. Because it reminded
me, you didn't have all of the apartments like you have in Washington, DC. Houses— 

Ruth Morris: Real houses. I think that's what they're called. They're— 

Catherine Morris Wilson: The houses in Washington DC— 

Ruth Morris: Back then. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: — Back then I thought they were apartments when I went because they were
connected, but they let us know that those were not apartments. But in Montclair and out in Annapolis, you
had houses like this, and that's what I liked. 

Kara Miles: How about race relations? Did you have contact? What was the situation with Blacks and Whites?

Catherine Morris Wilson: They were segregated. 

Ruth Morris: [indistinct 00:11:34] 

Catherine Morris Wilson: My brother that lives in Indianapolis has been there now since 1940. And at the
height of integration in the 50s when all this was going around, and I remember him saying that some of the



people out in Indianapolis was saying, "I don't know how you live in the South". And his remark was, you got
it here. We had it in the South and we knew we had it. You are too dumb to know that you got it here and
you've got it here, but it's no different. The only thing, it's subtle, but you got it. And he says, a matter of fact,
you are worse off here than we were in the south, because you knew that you wanted to buy a house, you
could go in this section because this is where they were putting them. You didn't have any problems. There,
you had problems buy because they didn't want you anywhere. And same thing in Boston. 

Ruth Morris: Boston. Thought that the church had a brother in Boston and then he brought a friend down
here, and she said, "I can't understand by the people from here are coming to Boston, living out there in
Boston, with all this greenery here". That's what she was saying. And I remember they were getting ready to
desegregate the schools there. Mall Walker, that was the lady who they called Mall Walker from Boston,
came down here and she was visiting. And she sat right there in that living room, say she dreaded the
[indistinct 00:13:22] school opening because what was going to happen? Even some teachers from Boston
came here to see, to observe, to see how Charlotte integrated— 

Catherine Morris Wilson: So smoothly. 

Ruth Morris: — So smoothly. Even because my brother was in the school system there and he had told some
of the teachers who were coming there to contact us. And I talked with some of them who came back here
to see. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: [indistinct 00:13:48] some up here one year went up there to tell them how— 

Ruth Morris: How it was done. Because, now you see, Boston, they were supposed to have everything there
as you think, but it was subtle. And they're still having problems there. They have more problems there than
we have here. The parents were, oh, they were very upset as dreading for our school to open that year. 

Kara Miles: What year was that? Do you remember? 

Ruth Morris: No, I don't. 

Kara Miles: The 60s? Late 60s or— 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Yeah. 

Ruth Morris: It would be the late 60s. 

Catherine Morris Wilson: It would be the late— Excuse me, late 60s. 

Ruth Morris: Yeah, that would be the late— 

Catherine Morris Wilson: Because they were late— 



Ruth Morris: Late 60s to early 70s, and was that after we went up there? Remember we went up to New
Jersey and then we spent the night there in Boston and went on up through Vermont? 

Catherine Morris Wilson: That was— 

Ruth Morris: That was '74 then, but this was before that. This was the late 60s or early 70s because it was
before '74. 

Kara Miles: Okay. Well, I think that's all of my questions. Do y'all have anything you want to add? Anything I
didn't ask you about that you want to tell me? 

Ruth Morris: No, I can't think of anything else. Well, if you think of something later, you can call us. 

Kara Miles: I have some forms.


