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Paul Ortiz: Mrs. Milton, could you tell me about where you were born at, a little bit about the area that you
grew up in? 

Annie Milton: This is Mrs. Annie Pearl Milton. I was born in Birmingham, Alabama. Oh, you need the year?
1920. I went to elementary school here, grammar school here. East Thomas was my first elementary school.
I went from first through the eighth grade. I left there, and I went to Lincoln School. I left there, graduated
from Lincoln School, and I went into Parker High School. At one time, it was Industrial High, but when I got
there the name had changed, and it was named for one, the principal, A. H. Parker. They named this school
for Dr. A. H. Parker. I finished there in 1940. I got married in—Yeah, '40. I got married and had two kids, '41,
one in '42. They're grown now. They also went to school in the Birmingham school system. Anything else? 

Paul Ortiz: What was life like in Birmingham, in the 1920s? 

Annie Milton: I tell you, when I was growing up, it was rough. Family, people had a hard time. But at that
time we didn't have what we got now. We didn't have electricity. We didn't have water in the kitchen like we
have now. We had a spigot. I can remember a spigot in the backyard and the family would have to use, all
family would have to use the same spigot. We didn't have washing machine like we have now. I went from a
rub, tub, tub and rub board, number two tub and number three tub. I had a foot tub. I left from there. God
blessed me. They went from there to a ringer type machine. I owned one of them in later years, which was
later years, I owned one of those. 

Annie Milton: And God still blessing me. He enabled me to get a automatic washing machine up now. So I
had to carry water. We had to get up in the morning and, like these kids lay down now? Oh no, we didn't lay
down in the morning. We would get up and help our parents wash the clothes out the first water. Because if
we washed two washes, wash out the first wash, we put them in the second wash. But we would get them
out the first wash and put them in the second wash, then we would get ready for school. But see we didn't
have no gas and electric stove. We had a wooden stove that we had to make a fire in. We laid out a fire at
night for the stove. While we out there working with the clothes, Mother was in the house fixing meals for us
to eat, to take to school, to carry the lunch where we know we didn't have very much. You got a peanut
butter sandwich or a biscuit sandwich with some kind of meat in it. You know what I mean? Whatever our
parents could afford. 

Paul Ortiz: How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

Annie Milton: I had, it was two sisters of us and three brothers, five of us in all. All dead, but me. I'm the only
one living. 

Paul Ortiz: What did your parents do? 



Annie Milton: Well, my mother was the house-mother. 

Paul Ortiz: Did she ever do domestic work? 

Annie Milton: Who? Me? 

Paul Ortiz: Your mother for other families? 

Annie Milton: I'm going to say, yeah. Not that I would really could remember. Yeah, she did little housework,
but it wasn't like people doing a lot of housework not back 5, 6, 7 years ago. I mean that's all they did was
housework. But my mother did housework sometime for other peoples, because my dad was making very
little, but he took care of his family, you know what I mean? He took it. It was hard. We didn't have
everything that maybe our neighbor had, you know what I mean? Maybe they dad had a better job than my
dad, you know what I mean? But everybody was just struggling. Everybody was just struggling, you know
what I mean? And what I liked about, I wish today were like back there, all families got along. If my parents
had something over there that the neighbor next door thought they needed or could use, my parent would
call and ask Ms. Sally Ann or Ms. Jane or whoever the neighbor was, let them know that she had something
she thought she could use or share. 

Annie Milton: They would share different things even to clothing. They would share, you know they children
were older than we was. They children grow out of it, which was very little, then they would hand it down to
us, you know what I mean? And we were grateful too, but you cannot now go nowhere and buy children
clothes from the Goodwill or things like that, now that they got set up for children now. Because I know at
one time I couldn't buy it for my daughter. She just told me she didn't, wasn't going to wear no used clothes.
She just told me that. Because I washed behind them right over there on Carton Avenue. And when we give
her the clean clothes during the summertime and school is out, she got in her closet because she getting
ready for school for the next year. 

Annie Milton: If she discard anything, those would be the first thing she discard. And she just, I guess she
said, Well I just will tell my mother I'm not going to wear them. Well see at that time we had gotten able to
get better things, you know what I mean? But before then we had a hard time and see they weren't paying
you nothing. See, they weren't paying. They weren't paying how—because I can remember myself working
for little to nothing, you know what I mean? But it was big money because everything wasn't as high. 

Paul Ortiz: What kind of work were you doing? 

Annie Milton: After I got grown? Well, after I got grown, I did a little housework. Yeah, I did housework over
the mountain. 

Paul Ortiz: On the mountain? 

Annie Milton: Over Mountain Brook. 



Paul Ortiz: Oh, okay. 

Annie Milton: Okay. 

Paul Ortiz: Different families? 

Annie Milton: Yeah. Yeah. I worked for the Hudson family over the mountain. I worked for Annie Woodall
over the mountain I worked for, the last one I worked for was must've been Mrs. Miller. And I'm sure if they
had been still here, I would been still working for them because they were so, they were real nice to me and
everything. And we still communicate. I still hear from her right now. I got all the family pictures that I can
show that I've gone down to Two way in Dothan, they live in Dothan now. 

Annie Milton: But I've gone down to two of they kids. They got married. I was a special guest that they send
me my bus fare. I catched the bus. They'd meet me at the bus station in Dothan. And I was just like one of
the family. And I can appreciate that. Because at one time it wasn't like that. You went in that back door and
you come out that back door. But it wasn't like that. But see, people had gotten so they kind of getting, kind
of trying to get soften up some. But you got to find yourself a religious family. See, I am a religious person.
I'm a born-again Christian. See, I know the Lord know me and I know the Lord. 

Paul Ortiz: So the important thing in trying to get a good housework job, for you, was to find a religious
family? 

Annie Milton: Yeah. Yeah. 

Paul Ortiz: How would you go about doing that? How would you go about— 

Annie Milton: Well, when, I guess I've always been, I was brought up in the Sunday school in church from a
child up. I was brought up in church and of course children don't listen to the parents now. But I can
remember my family sitting down talking to us around a fireplace. One of them old time, great fireplaces.
See now my fireplace is nice. I had that put in here. It's nice. Okay. But it was an old time fireplace, it was a
great. One room had a big old potbelly heat in there. Used coal and wood, and just like I said, when I got old
enough to work. 

Annie Milton: But I didn't know too much about the world a mess. I didn't know nothing about that because
my parents didn't allow us to visit peoples too tough. You know what I mean? He always wanted us on a
good environment. They always wanted us on a good environment. Being around with good people. And I
mean they would just let us know that. And I've always went to church, always went to Sunday school,
always went to church. We used to have something like BYPU on Sunday afternoon at the church. I had to go
back to that. 

Paul Ortiz: Which church were you going to as a child? 



Annie Milton: Oh, New Hope Baptist Church, East Thomas. 

Paul Ortiz: And you—Oh, so you grew up in the Thomas neighborhood? 

Annie Milton: In East Thomas. 

Paul Ortiz: East Thomas. 

Annie Milton: East Thomas neighborhood. I was born and raised up out in East Thomas. 

Paul Ortiz: Okay, I see. Was your father working for the steel company out there or? 

Annie Milton: No, He worked for the railroad. 

Paul Ortiz: He worked for the railroad. Do you remember when you were growing up, do you remember your
grandparents? Were they around? 

Annie Milton: No, I don't. I don't. I don't. No, I don't remember my granddad. I don't remember my
grandmother. 

Paul Ortiz: You do remember? 

Annie Milton: No. No, I don't remember. I don't remember. 

Paul Ortiz: Were there other elders in East Thomas that you remember that were leaders or people that you
looked up to? 

Annie Milton: That I looked up to? 

Paul Ortiz: Yeah. Or that other people in the community looked up to? 

Annie Milton: Oh yeah. Oh yeah. Yeah. What is he, he dead now. His last name is Moore. And now, what is—?
That's his name. But his wife was named Irma Moore. She died about two years ago. She was a hundred
years old. Because of course I went to her funeral. And Mr. Moore, during our lifetime, we didn't have to
worry about our parents taking us to church because he would get every Sunday morning and go around in
the neighborhood, walking now, and gather us all up and we go to Sunday school just in a group, you know
what I mean? 

Annie Milton: And his wife played the piano. Mrs. Moore, she played the piano because it wasn't all one just
played the piano. And then at one time it wasn't on no piano, just vocal singing, you know what I mean? But
when they got the piano, then she played the piano. She taught me before she died. And Mr. Chris Cone, he



was another one that lead in East Thomas that was nice to the neighborhood, at getting them to church and
singing to them, you know what I mean? But at that time, parents didn't have to say it that much to us, but
for one time. 

Annie Milton: Because if I did anything and one of the ladies in the church would tell my parents, I knew I
was going to get a whooping. My best bet was get to her and trying to beg to her not to tell her. Because I
knew I going to get a whooping. And he didn't, my parents didn't wait. If I did anything anywhere, like I see
these people going to church now with children running all over the church, hollering in church, and acting
up, and running up and down the aisle, that wasn't like that. You go to church Sunday School, the parent
would tell them after Sunday school is out, you go to the bathroom what was on the outside, cause see I was
baptized on the outside pool. I wasn't in no church. But the pool was built right in the back of the church.
But it was outside. We come out the basement and went out to the pool, back on the side of my house. They
had to cement it. 

Paul Ortiz: Oh, a pool? And that was part of the church? 

Annie Milton: Yeah, that was part of the church. That was the church pool. 

Paul Ortiz: Oh, so you could go swimming and? 

Annie Milton: Well, it wasn't big. It wasn't big enough to just swim. It was a nice size but it wasn't big. Now
some of the children could. But they didn't allow that. It was just really built for baptizing. 

Paul Ortiz: Oh, I see. 

Annie Milton: And we would come out through the basement and we have on our long white gown and our
white towel around our heads. Tie the white towel around our head, and people be standing around in the
pool and they come out and they get ready. Somebody be there to take me out or take the next child out,
put something around us and take us through the basement where we had our clothes in the basement. We
go in there and dry off and everything, you know what I mean? And then they hug us and shake our hand,
talk to whoever would be over us. And then when everybody got through being baptized then we go back up
in the church. And then they would fellowship. You know what I mean? In the sanctuary. 

Paul Ortiz: Were you baptized at New Hope Baptist Church? 

Annie Milton: New Hope Baptist Church. 

Paul Ortiz: How old were you when you were baptized? 

Annie Milton: Nine. 

Paul Ortiz: Was there ever occasions in East Thomas, events, or special times that brought people together?



Like celebrations? 

Annie Milton: Like picnics, you mean? 

Paul Ortiz: Picnics— 

Annie Milton: Yeah. Yeah. Oh yeah. We had, because now it's a little bit better now, but we had down is East
Thomas playground. But it wasn't as nice then as it is now. As the years progressed up, they was able to do
better because they got a swimming pool out there now. And they got things out there for the kids to play
on now. Had got a—Last time I was out there they had a tennis thing out there, play tennis. They had shelter
for your barbecue, they had barbecue things for you to barbecue out there. Then they had shelter for you to
set the tables out there. 

Annie Milton: But last time I was out there and I believe that's been about three years and I went out there
because my little cousin used to be the Lifeguard in his pool. But see when I was coming up it was just
ground. It wasn't no swimming pool and all that. It was just ground. But we did play ball and all that and the
families, and you didn't have to worry about everywhere I went my parents had to go with me. Uh-huh. If Ms.
Alberta said she was going to take her children, she'll take me and my brother and take some more families
and she's seen after us because we knew when we left home what to expect. We knew wasn't no problem
trying to give Ms. Alberta no hard time. Because we knew what we were going to get back if we got a bad
report from Ms. Alberta or whoever. And my daddy never whipped me but one time in his life. 

Paul Ortiz: Where would you go? Where would your parents go shopping if they needed goods or things for
the home in East Thomas? Would they go to— 

Annie Milton: But see they had little storefront stores, you know, where you can go and buy—And at that
time you could buy loose stuff like loose peas, loose sugar, loose rice, they bag, everything now is bagged
up. You could go to the store, the little store in the neighborhood on 11 Court before he tore it down. You
can go in there, we call this man Zeke. Zeke, I don't know his last name, but he had a little storefront. He had
little jars and there was different kind of candy in that jar. He was sitting behind the counter over there
resting, and he had the little meat over there, bologna and souse meat and little stuff that he could afford.
But we could buy, individual, whatever we want. We didn't had to go—You may not have but $2. If, we had
$2. Suppose that package of meat cost $2. You ain't got $2. But you couldn't get that. 

Annie Milton: But it wasn't like that. Everything had to be cut or whatever. But you can get the piece you
want and it wasn't no thin pieces. But now you just can't cut it like they cut it on these slashers now. I know
about slice cause see what I was before I retired. I have to cook. You go by there and cut you a piece of
bologna. Sometimes he'll send you back there. He'll send you back there because them little silver bear
candy. I know you've seen them right in that little silver paper. All kind of little penny candy. He'll just send
you back there again to cook it. He'll send you back there and get it. Because he knew if you didn't do the
right thing he going to tell your parents. You knew what you going to get. And I appreciate that. I appreciate
everything, I tell people right now, I appreciate everything my parents did for me in my coming up. I do. I



appreciate everything. I wish they had did more, and I don't know no more they could have done. And I
know it is. 

Paul Ortiz: Did your parents, when you were a kid, get down to downtown Birmingham much? 

Annie Milton: Well, I'm almost, I'm sure they did. Cause that's the only place that we really had to go and buy
a little, our clothing like, you know what I mean? And so they had to get Downtown to get our shoes and
little dress and little underclothes and stuff like that. You know what I mean? For us to wear. And then they
had stores Downtown that they could go over to. I remember the Sanitary Market way up on Second Avenue
up there used to, you could buy stuff like that over the counter. Everything wasn't packed up, you know
what I mean? But you had very less money so wasn't much you could buy, but we survived. 

Annie Milton: Then I said these parents now, buying these children, these high priced tennises, all these high
priced jeans, these different shirts and all that costing a lot of money. That don't make a child. You give a
child love and everything will fall in place. But you have to sit down and talk to that child, let that child know
that you unable do this, that. Parents nowadays let the children tell them. We didn't tell our parents
nothing. Whatever my parents brought back that for us to wear, for us to eat or we eat it or we didn't. But
you wouldn't go in there and fix nothing else. 

Annie Milton: Everybody in the house got, I don't want no sandwich. They go in there and find something
else to fix. Oh, I don't want, another one, I don't want that. They go in there and fix something else.
Whatever our parents fixed, that's what we had to eat or go without. That's right. Whatever our parents
fixed, and more on the average that's way it was. Because it was hard. But just like I said, I thank God for it. I
be 74 years old, August. 

Paul Ortiz: Were your parents originally from Birmingham or did they move from another? 

Annie Milton: I really believe my parents moved from, I believe my mother, she, I don't know the name of the
town, but she is from down below Montgomery. Now what the name of the place, because I can remember
my uncle because he moved from somewhere to Montgomery. Because now he dead now. But just, I guess
he been there about five years, six years. But they moved from somewhere to Montgomery and then they
moved from Montgomery to Birmingham. And I don't know where my mama married him at. I can't tell you
that because I don't know. 

Paul Ortiz: But somewhere around Dallas County or Lowndes County? 

Annie Milton: Yeah, somewhere down through that way. 

Paul Ortiz: What was school like? You went to school in East Thomas? There was an elementary school
there? 

Annie Milton: Yeah. 



Paul Ortiz: Do you remember the name of it? 

Annie Milton: My first grade was East Thomas Elementary and I left there. It went to, I'm trying to think did
it? It was a small school so I don't think it went—I think it went to the fifth or the sixth grade because it didn't
have but two teachers. That was Miss Lilly Geiss and Mrs. Betty Gordon. Miss Geiss was the principal at the
little school and taught school. And Ms. Gordon was the other teacher. 

Paul Ortiz: Were they Black? 

Annie Milton: Yeah. Yeah. 

Paul Ortiz: What would they teach at East Thomas? What do you remember about their schooling there? 

Annie Milton: Well, we had basically the same thing. We had little reading. They had writing, we had
arithmetic. It wasn't math. It was arithmetic. And we had a play period. Like go out and play period. And I'm
trying to remember, did that school have a lunch room or our parents had to make lunch and I believe our
parents had to make lunch for us. 

Paul Ortiz: Oh, you had bring lunch there? 

Annie Milton: Yeah, I believe we did. Because it was a small school just like I said, it wasn't but two teachers
and one was the principal. Ms. Geiss was the principal and the teacher. Because they didn't go no higher
than the fifth grade. And I think it was the fifth grade. 

Paul Ortiz: Do you know where the books came from? 

Annie Milton: No, I don't. 

Paul Ortiz: Did your parents, would your parents have to buy your books or? 

Annie Milton: I really think, I think the books was furnished. I believe so. But sometime it, we weren't up to
par with all the books all the time. You know what I mean? Wherein you may have two or three math or
arithmetic books and that book maybe had to go pass around maybe more than that. Same with all the rest
of the book. Maybe it was more than that. But anyway, it had kind of let be passed around. 

Annie Milton: And then some book we were gave would be enough to go all over the classroom. But
sometime it didn't. You know what I mean? But at that time, Ms. Geiss and Mrs. Gordon, both of them dead,
they was dedicated peoples. We didn't go to school and go in, start lesson. We go in with a devotion. We had
devotion every morning and she wouldn't pray herself all the time. She'd let it go around. Whatever that
child would say we accept it, we say amen. The next morning would be, come up to the next little child. She
start over there and she just go around. We'll sit in that seat, whatever they say, we accept it cause that's the



way they pray. But as they grew up, as they got older, being taught that from your teacher, Ms. Geiss and Ms.
Gordon, that after we get through with our a little devotion, then she would explain to us why it was so
important to pray. 

Annie Milton: And as I grew up then I understood why it was so important to pray. And after I got grown in
my church then I definitely knew how important it is to pray. And I don't cease from praying. I pray every
morning or in daytime. If the Spirit hit me to pray, I just pray. I'm not, just like I tell people, I'm not ashamed
knowing Him. I'm not ashamed of the Lord. If it had not been for Him, I would've been dead and gone off the
scene. I say, I know it's a God that sits up there but he look down here on all of us. 

Annie Milton: He don't only just look at me, he look at everybody. He ain't got no respect to one, to putting
no picture on, or painting no pink on. Everybody is in the same eyesight. He treats all us alike. And that's
what I'm so glad about. People can't treat everybody alike. But I can truly treat you right, can't I? I mean I
could treat you like John over there or Sam over there, but I can see Sam right, I can treat you right, I can
treat him right. Can I? It may not be the same treatment but I can treat you right. 

Paul Ortiz: What was it like in Birmingham during the Depression, say in the 1930s? Did it seem to be any
different during that period of time than it was say in the '20s or later on? 

Annie Milton: Well, you see I was so young in that time. Only thing I know we just had hard time. We was just
making it. You know what I mean? See, well you can tell from when I said I was born, how old I was at the
time and a lot of that stuff I don't remember because I guess my parents were doing. I didn't know how they
were doing it a lot of time. But I know we never was outdoors. I know we never was without food. We were
never without clothing. I knew that. 

Paul Ortiz: Do you know of other families that were outdoors? 

Annie Milton: No, I really don't. I'm just trying to think. And I guess it was, but I just, I can't think of anybody
that was just really outdoors out in East Thomas because that's where I was originally from, out of East
Thomas. And most, of course a lot of times, most time it be two families in one house and you know what I
mean? Sharing different things like that. 

Paul Ortiz: So two families would live together? 

Annie Milton: Oh yeah. Oh yeah. 

Paul Ortiz: If you got sick or got pneumonia or a cold, what would you do in East Thomas? 

Annie Milton: If who got sick? I got sick? 

Paul Ortiz: Yeah. 



Annie Milton: When I was a child? 

Paul Ortiz: When you were a child. 

Annie Milton: Well you see, back in those days people was using home remedy. You heard of that? Using
home remedy? Until they really realized that it was little bit greater than what they think your sickness is.
Then University, it wasn't University, it was Hillman Hospital. It's the same building on 20th Street that just
done add round and they call it UAB now, but it used to be Hillman Hospital. Then they would take us there
to get some help. At one time the doctor used to come out to you, if you had a family doctor. The doctor
would come out to you but then they'll tell the parents what to do for you. Sometime be something that
they already doing or they'll say bring you to the old guard take you to Hillman Hospital and well you didn't
have that many doctors no way. But then they would wait on us. But sometimes you had to stay there so
long until you think you ain't going to get waited on. But we will because most parents use a lot of home
remedy. 

Paul Ortiz: What kinds of home remedies? 

Annie Milton: Oh, they let you walk outdoor and stick a nail in your feet and one of mine was stick a nail in
your feet, go on to the doctor with it. But see they would take a piece of fat meat and put on it, piece of
white back meat, white meat. People call it streaky-lean now because it got that salt in it and they used to
put it on there. And just like if a bee stung you they would take part of a egg and put over it and it draw it. 

Annie Milton: Or they used to go out in the wood and get some kind of, it's a weed, you know, all the multi-
medicine come from, they go out and get these weeds and cook them and let us drink it. And during
sometime like now, something coming up, they would give us syrup and sulfur used to make it up and a
piece and put in a jar and would give you a teaspoon of that to clean your system out. You know what I
mean? Lot of time you have a stomach ache, they put a little turpentine on a little sugar, just get you about
half a teaspoon sugar and put a drop or two turpentine on it. Of course turpentine now ain't like it was when
we was coming up. They'd give it to you and they just swallow it. You know what I mean? 

Paul Ortiz: Were there women in East Thomas who worked as midwives? 

Annie Milton: Well, I really don't know. And I get there could have been but I don't don't know. I weren't one.

Paul Ortiz: Now, you were going to industrial high school? 

Annie Milton: Yeah. 

Paul Ortiz: In the late thirties, mid to late thirties. What was it like there, going to school during that time? 

Annie Milton: At high school? 



Paul Ortiz: Yeah. 

Annie Milton: Well, I think it had gotten a little better. Just a little better, you know what I mean? And our
books had got a little better. We had more teachers. We had more kids in classroom because the school was
larger. Because I went to Lincoln School after I left East Thomas school, I went to Lincoln School. And then
we was able to change classrooms. Then that's where we had lunch room. 

Paul Ortiz: Do you remember Dr. Parker with, he was at Industrial High School. Is he a— 

Annie Milton: Dr. Park, cause I knew of him. But see I didn't go under Dr. Parker. I went under Johnson, A. H.
Johnson. 

Paul Ortiz: And did you, so you graduated 1940? 

Annie Milton: Yeah. 

Paul Ortiz: And how soon after that did you get your first job? 

Annie Milton: I'm trying to—Before my first job, I believe my first job was, I'm trying to think. No, I'm talking
to myself and thinking. I believe my first job was Boyd's Beanery, a cafe over there on the Frisco premises. I
believe that was my first job. 

Paul Ortiz: How did you get that job? 

Annie Milton: Well, it was a friend of mine was working there and they needed somebody who was working
at night. The girl that was working there had quit. And my mom asked me, you know, about it. So I started
working to work at night. 10 o'clock at night, 10:30 at night. Got off the next morning. 

Paul Ortiz: Was that downtown? 

Annie Milton: No. In East Thomas. Right in East Thomas, right in East Thomas. 

Paul Ortiz: Were you still living at home at that time or had you moved out? 

Annie Milton: I had moved out. I had moved out. I was living on Renior Ridge? 

Paul Ortiz: Were you living alone or? 

Annie Milton: No, me and my sister were living together. My sister. 

Paul Ortiz: And what was—It must have been quite a change now living with your sister, kind of living on



your own. What kind of a change was it? 

Annie Milton: Well see my sister, she was working, she was doing housework and, well she worked in the
daytime. I worked at night. So it was kind equal off. 

Paul Ortiz: Did you ever get Downtown much to do shopping or to? 

Annie Milton: Yeah. Because see that's really was the only place you could go to shop was downtown to
what they had Downtown. But the only place, you know what I mean? Because all these different outlet
shopping centers that they got now, see a lot of that, a lot of those shopping centers branched out of town.
All those empty buildings Downtown there, they were stores down there, but they've gone out Patter Stage,
Western Hills Mall and all that kind of stuff. There's nothing down there now. 

Paul Ortiz: I see. What would you do in your spare time in the 1940s? 

Annie Milton: In my spare time? 

Paul Ortiz: Yeah. 

Annie Milton: But see I had a child right after I come out of school, Kera, but that was my main concern. But
at that time my husband was in service. See I was married, my husband was in service and well I was at
home. See, I didn't work during that time. So most time I went visited the sick or I always tried to do
something in the church going different things they have with the church. Where people—About the only
place we really could go to enjoy we went to church. And I go visit my friend, my neighbor or then I would do
thing around the house, you know what I mean? Upkeep my house, keep things clean, keep things
organized and everything. Cause see, by him being in service, I was put out up front. So that made me had to
do what needed to be done, you know what I mean? 

Paul Ortiz: Did you meet your husband at school? 

Annie Milton: He lived in Ensley. Because I didn't know it until after I met him. But you know how boys are,
instead of staying in they environment out there, they would come over in our environment, you know what
I mean? And after I met him and he told me that he used to come out over there, he said, because he saw me
one day. I don't remember seeing him that particular day, but he said he saw me that day. And say he was
telling his buddies his little friends "I like that," didn't know what like was all about, "I like you," and
everything. She had big legs, built up nice." But he would tell that to his friend. But finally he met me. We
started, well we started the dating and finally we got married and had two children born. A girl and boy. And
after he went in service, everything just went sour. Everything just went sour. 

Paul Ortiz: I have to turn the tape over. I'll be back.


