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...ordinarily require fertilizer to thrive, but the gardener is so committed that he asked for a time of grace in
order to assure the saving of this tree. And how does the story tell it? This unusual request of the gardener is
not denied by an angry owner. It is granted. The request is granted. Thus an announcement in this story of
expected judgment where that tree would be quickly chopped down turns into an appeal for mercy and
another chance. And it is for us a way to glimpse the very character of God, where mercy will always grant a
reprieve from a sentence that seem to be pronounced. Now the sole purpose of a fig tree is to bear fruit. And
Jesus was telling His disciples that is our sole human purpose too. The meaning of the parable is that we will
be judged by the opportunities we have and the fruit that we bear. But God's action in this parable declares
again and again for us that there is still time for our useless lives to bear fruit. I love the image of God in this
scripture. I imagine God to be that gardener, to be waiting around in big boots and to be mucking the entire
place. And that is us, willing to get down there with us, to tend us, to nourish us, to force us to grow if
necessary. In the muck and the mire of our lives, God will wade with us and nourish us and give us every
possible chance to make it. But, just as in the fig tree, we, if we lead useless lives, will invite for ourselves
disaster. And so there is an urgency about the story to repent, to turn around, to change, lest we perish like
that fig tree was destined to do. Like the fig tree, we are in debt to life, our Creator God. And like the fig tree
we need, because we are God's creation, to be useful. And it is Lent. It is now in the life of the church, that
we have a new lease on life. And we have the opportunity to turn around. God's message of grace, and
Luke's message from the scriptures is that there is still time to repent and to bear fruit as evidence of that
repentance. God's mercy abounds. We are offered one more chance. Thanks be to God. Amen. The Lord be
with you. And also with you. Let us pray. Most kind and gracious God, high above all, yet deep within us, ever
ready to grant us Thy mercy. We turn our hearts unto Thee. In the spirit of thanksgiving we offer these
prayers for others, trusting in Thy eternal goodness, seeking to give thanks in all things. Let us pray for the
needs of the entire human family. Look with kindness, O God, on those who have separated themselves
from one another and from Thee. Take away the hatred and self-righteousness which infect our hearts. And
unite us in bonds of love across lines of nationality, race, or creed. Let us pray for all those who suffer want
of food, shelter, or other necessities of life. Use as Thine own body, us the church, to ease their affliction and
to renew their hope. Increase our diligence, and strengthen our desire to follow Christ's own example of
feeding the hungry, healing the sick, and visiting the imprisoned, that Thy love may be made a known
reality. Let us pray for those who mourn the loss of loved ones, of a community, of a job, or of a home.
Strengthen them in their time of grieving and encourage them in their resolve to face the future. Let us pray,
gracious God, for those who live with injustice, violence, disease, or oppression as their constant
companions. Make wise those who govern their communities, and grant them the spirit of charity and
justice. Grant them the foresight to provide for the needs of their people, and strengthen all those who keep
vigil for the causes of justice and of peace. Let us pray for the future of our world and especially for children
everywhere. Magnify our reverence before the sacred mystery which is life. Give us new insight into Thy
purposes for the human race, and new wisdom and determination for making provisions for its future, in
accordance with Thy holy will. Recognizing Thou hast given us dominion over the Earth, we asks You to
grant us the spirit of thanksgiving to do so with compassion. These things we pray in the name of Jesus



Christ, our Lord and Savior, amen. And now in the spirit of thanksgiving, let us offer our gifts and ourselves
unto God. (organ music) ♪ Oh how blessed ♪ ♪ Are they who serve the Lord ♪ ♪ Oh how blessed ♪ ♪ Are they
who serve the Lord ♪ ♪ Who serve ♪ ♪ Who serve Him ♪ ♪ Are they who serve the Lord ♪ ♪ They shall not fall ♪
♪ They shall not fall ♪ ♪ God strengthens ♪ ♪ They shall not fall ♪ ♪ They shall not fall ♪ ♪ God strengthens ♪ ♪
They shall go out dancing ♪ ♪ They shall walk and never be faint ♪ ♪ They shall walk and never be faint ♪ ♪
They shall walk ♪ ♪ And never be faint ♪ ♪ Oh how blessed ♪ ♪ Are they who serve the Lord ♪ ♪ Oh how
blessed ♪ ♪ Are they ♪ ♪ Are they who serve the Lord ♪ ♪ Who serve ♪ ♪ Who serve Him ♪ ♪ Are they who serve
♪ ♪ The Lord ♪ ♪ How blessed are they ♪ ♪ Who serve ♪ ♪ The Lord ♪ (organ music) (singing in foreign
language) ♪ Amen ♪ (organ music) (instrumental music) (organ music) ♪ Praise God from whom all blessings
flow ♪ ♪ Praise Him all creatures here below ♪ ♪ Praise Him above ye heavenly host ♪ ♪ Praise Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost ♪ ♪ Amen ♪ The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the
Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. It is right and a good
and joyful thing always and everywhere to give You thanks, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. You
brought all things into being and called them good. From the dust of the earth, You formed us into Your
image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away and our love failed, Your love remained
steadfast. When rain fell upon the earth 40 days and 40 nights, You bore up the ark on the waters, saved
Noah and his family and established an everlasting covenant with every living creature upon the earth.
When You delivered us from slavery and made us Your covenant people, You led Moses to Your mountain for
40 days and 40 nights and gave us Your teachings. You led us through the wilderness for 40 years and
brought us to the Promised Land. When we forsook Your covenant, You led Your prophet, Elijah, to Your
mountain, where, as he fasted 40 days and 40 nights, he heard Your still, small voice. When You gave Your
only Son, Jesus Christ, to save us from our sin, Your Spirit led Him into the wilderness where He fasted 40
days and 40 nights in preparation for His ministry. When He suffered and died on a cross for our sin, You
raised Him to life, presented Him alive to the apostles during 40 days and exalted Him at Your right hand
that we might be raised as the people of Your new covenant from sin and death to everlasting life. And now,
when we, Your people, prepare for the yearly Paschal Feast of Your Son's death and resurrection, You lead
us to repentance for our sin and the cleansing of our hearts that during these 40 days of Lent, we may
become prepared to renew our covenant with You. Therefore with Your people in all ages and the whole
company of heaven, we join in the song of unending praise, saying, Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might. Heaven and earth are full of Your glory, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Truly holy are You and blessed is Your Son, Jesus Christ. On the night
His disciples betrayed and deserted Him, He took bread, gave thanks to You, broke the bread, gave it to His
disciples and said, Take, eat, this is My body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me. When the
supper was over, He took the cup, gave thanks to You, gave it to His disciples and said, Drink from this, all of
you, for this is My blood of the new covenant poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this as oft as you drink it in remembrance of Me. Therefore in remembrance of all Your mighty acts in Jesus
Christ, we ask You to accept this, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, which we offer in union with
Christ's sacrifice for us, as a living and holy surrender of ourselves. Send the power of Your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts, that in the breaking of this bread and the drinking of this wine, we may know the
presence of the living Christ, be one body in Him, cleansed by His blood, faithfully serve Him in the world
and look forward to His coming in final victory. Through Him, with Him, in Him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty God, now and forever, amen. Our Father, who art in heaven,



hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever, amen.
(organ music) (organ music) ♪ Oh Lord ♪ ♪ Increase my faith ♪ ♪ Strengthen me ♪ ♪ And confirm me ♪ ♪ In Thy
true faith ♪ ♪ Endue me with wisdom ♪ ♪ With wisdom ♪ ♪ With wisdom ♪ ♪ Charity ♪ ♪ Charity ♪ ♪ Charity ♪ ♪
Charity ♪ ♪ Chastity and patience ♪ ♪ In all my adversity ♪ ♪ In all my adversity ♪ ♪ Teach me ♪ ♪ Teach me ♪ ♪
To say amen ♪ ♪ Teach me to say amen ♪ ♪ Teach me to say amen ♪ ♪ Teach me to say amen ♪ ♪ Teach me to
say amen ♪ ♪ Teach me to say amen ♪ (organ music) We give You thanks, Almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life and we pray that in Your mercy, You would
strengthen us through this gift in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another for the sake of
Jesus Christ our Lord, amen. (organ music) ♪ If thou but suffer God to guide thee ♪ ♪ And hope in Him
through all thy ways ♪ ♪ He'll give thee strength, whate'er betide thee ♪ ♪ And bear thee through the evil
days ♪ ♪ Who trusts in God's unchanging love ♪ ♪ Builds on the Rock that naught can move ♪ ♪ Only be still,
and wait God's leisure ♪ ♪ In cheerful hope, with heart content ♪ ♪ To take whate'er thy Maker's pleasure ♪ ♪
And all-discerning love hath sent ♪ ♪ We know our inmost wants are known ♪ ♪ For we are called to be God's
own ♪ ♪ Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving ♪ ♪ So do thine own part faithfully ♪ ♪ And trust God's
word, though undeserving ♪ ♪ Thou yet shalt find it true for thee ♪ ♪ God never yet forsook at need ♪ ♪ The
soul that trusted God indeed ♪ And now go forth in peace and be of good courage. Hold fast to that which is
good, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. And may the blessings of God Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit
be with you all, now and forevermore, amen. ♪ Amen ♪ ♪ Amen ♪ ♪ Amen ♪ ♪ Amen ♪ ♪ Amen ♪ ♪ Amen ♪
(organ music)


